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TO. 
SUPERIORS 
Bs OW STI f 
Female Seminaries. 
LADIES, 


THE Hiſtorical Beauties * a natural 
claim on ſome ſhare of your patronage: It 
aims at the ſame objects with you, co-operates 
with all your labours in improving and polifh- 
ing our ſex, is the aſſociate of your wiſhes, and 
facilitates their completion. What approba- 
bation it deſerves, were as unneceſſary for me 
to ſolicit, as unhandſome in you to refuſe. I 
have done what I could, and you will judge as 
you ought. From that imperfection which tar- 
niſbes every human production, mine pleads no 
exemption; but bas the leſs to fear, that. my 
readers are more or leſs conſcious of ſimilar in- 
firmity; and experience may have taught them 
the equity and neceſſity of ſhewing the ſame 
meaſure of lenity in my caſe they may wiſh in 
their own. | 
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To you it comes, with perfect confidence in 
your favourable or candid acceptance at leaſt. 
It makes an humble tender of affiſtance, in diſ- 

cloſing, for the benefit of your charming Pupils, 
the pureſt ſources of whatever is beſt calculated 


for amuſing their fancies, informing their un- 


derſtandings, and bettering their hearts. The 
nature of tbe work will ſhew the cloſe appli- 
cation and extenſive reading it bas coft me; 5 
and your acquaintance with the various au- 
thors from whom the election is made, may 
enable you to give me credit for my tritt ad- 


herence to corre? in f Overy - article 5 
at i! * 


Should the Hiſtorical Beauties receive from 
you the leaſt degree of attention, or gain ad- 
miſſion into your elegant ſocieties, the good in- 
tention with which it is publiſhed, leaves no 
doubt on m mind that it may be uſeful. In 
this bope, and with my beſt wiſhes for its 
flcceſs and ride I bave the honour to be, 


Baden N 
pur moſt bumble Servant, 


. 


M. P 


PREFACE. 


| — 
HE taſk of an author,” ſays Doc- 
tor Johnſon, “is either to teach 
* what is not known, or to recom- 
* mend known. truths by his manner 
* of adorning them; either to let new 
light upon the mind, and open new 
* ſcenes to the proſpect, or vary the 
* dreſs and ſituation of common ob- 
« jects, fo as to give them freſh grace, 


and more powerful attractions.“ 


66 


This, however, can only be per- 
formed in works. of originality; and 
is all that can be expected even from 
the moſt maſterly of theſe. The range 
of genius, except, perhaps, ina few of 
the ſciences, ſeems to be pretty gene- 
rally monopolized by the writers of 
the claſſic ages; and little is left for 

49 us, 
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vi PREFACE, 


us, but the gleanings of what yielded 


them ſo plentiful an harveſt. The 
following pages, though' profeſſedly 
extracted from labours ſanctioned by 
public approbation, are now, for the 
firſt time, applied to one ſpecific ob- 


ject of improvement, and meant to 
operate in a new direction. The idea 
was ſuggeſted to my mind by a little 
very popular work; Dodd's Beauties 


of Hiſtory. Yet, as this was evidently 


written for the edification of his own 
ſex, and mine for that of ours, let 


me flatter myſelf the Hiſtorical Beau- 
ties wilt not be conſidered as wholly 
deſtitute of novelty; that its uniform 


aim is rather to amuſe and mftruft, 
than agitate or ſarpriſe. 1 


Of the advantages to be derived 


from an acquaintance with hiſtory, 


every 


ww 
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every perſon of a liberal education, 


and an enlightened mind, muſt be ſen- 
fible. The world at large has, indeed, 
been long convinced, that it expands 
the intellects by anticipating the ſources 
of experience; corrects and mode- 
rates our paſſions, by exemplifying 
the various exceſſes and obliquities to 
which they, are liable; and lays a 
foundation for the culture and exer- 
ciſe of every noble virtue and honour- 
able purſuit, by a ſeries of moral 
painting in perfect uniſon with the 
original. And it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, all we perceive of human life, 
and the manners of the world, is cal- 
culated to teach us, that leſſons of ſuch 
an important tendency cannot be more 
indiſpenſible to one ſex than another. 


Poor, indeed, were our compenſa- 


tion for ſtudying the beſt digeſted 


a4 hiſtories 
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viii PREFACE. 


hiſtories of ancient or modern times, 
were the information they afford con- 
fined to the competitions of nations, 


the treaties and alliances of courts, 


the projects and politics of princes, 
the improvement of tactics, the hor- 
rors of battles, the havock of ſieges, 
the achievements of heroiſm, and the 
bickerings of faction. Of all ſuch 
ſhocking ſcenes and occurrences our 
own experience may furmſh enough 
to tear and harrow up our ſouls, with- 


out ſubjecting us to the drudgery of 


traverſing the world over, for what is 
ſo habitually tranſacting at our very 
doors. But though the preſent im- 
perfect condition of our natures ren- 
ders theſe, in ſome meaſure, inſepara- 


ble from a faithful record of truth, 
the fates that accompany them, the 


cauſes in which they originate, the 


objects 
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objects to which they are directed, 
the paſſions, the talents, the charac- 
ters, the virtues, and the vices, moſt 
conſpicuous in their accompliſhment, 


are full of uſeful inſtruction, and lead 
to maxims of the ſoundeſt wiſdom. 


q : 


It h 
and ſincere regret, that the exterior of 


female education is cultivated but too 


frequently at the expence of qualities 


more valuable; that a ſhowy outſide 


leaves hardly any taſte for mental ex- 


cellence; and that reality: is every 


where avowedly ſacrificed to appear- 
ance. The requiſites for indulging 


this faſhionable propenſity, give young 


ladies, eſpecially. while at ſchool, no 


time for acquiring the leaſt idea of 
general hiſtory, as they enjoy no lei- 


ſure for reading, or digeſting what 
2 4 5 little 


as been long matter of general 
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little they may read. To: alleviate 
this inconvenience, and prevent, as 
much as poſſible, its pernicious in- 
fluence on the feminine mind, theſe 
elections from ancient and mo- 
dern authors, of eſtabli hed reputation 
and celebrity, are publiſned for their 
accommodation; that, without intenſe 
application, or any ſuperfluous waſte 
of time, they may have the advantage 
of an early acquaintance with ſuch 
extraordinary characters in their own 
ſex, as have either adorned or dif- 
graced the page of biography. And 
while their young minds are thus oc- 
cupied in the honeſt contemplation 
of great or good actions, it becomes 
them very maturely to confider, that 
they have it ſtill in their power to 
imitate the virtues they admire, and 
avoid the vices they abſor. 
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J ADY Stanley was one of thoſe 


amiable characters who conſider 
the parental duties of ſuch high im- 


portance as to demand a conftant and 
unwearied attention, and ” therefore 


ſhe retired to a ſmall houſe within a 


few miles of the metropolis, and 


ſpent her whole time in the cultisa- 


tion of her childrens minds, and the 
improvement of their hearts. 
Sir Edward Stanley had been ap- 


pointed to an office of high impor- 


tance in the Eaſt Indies; and not 
thinking it right to hazard the health 
of his children, by taking them to a 
elimate generally unfavourable to an 
Engliſh conſtitution, had left them 
under the care of their excellent mo- 


ther, who was anxious they ſhould . 


acquire thoſe virtues, and excel in 
| 46 thoſe 


. 
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thole accompliſhments, that would be 
moſt likely to attract his affection. 


Emily Stanley, at the time of Sir 
Edward's departure, had juſt entered 
her fourteenth year; Charlotte, her 
chirteenth; and Louiſa, her eleventh. 
Their diſpoſitions were naturally ami- 
able; but there was an indolence of 


mind, and a diſtate to ſtudy, in the 


two elder, which frequently gave 

Lady Stanley che utmoſt uneaſineſs. 
Ever anxious to promote their hap- 
pineſs, as well as improve their un- 


derſtandings, ſhe endeavoured to ren- 


der her precepts both pleaſing and 
inſtructive; and, by the gentle ſweet- 
neſs of her, manner, made the path 
of knowledge: appear an enamelled 
mead rather than a thorny deſert. 


Although 
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Although ſhe was particularly anxious 
her children ſhould be perfectly ac- 
quainted with both ancient and mo- 
dern hiſtory, yet they had hitherto 
peruſed only that of England; and 
their natural diſlike to application 
made her apprehenſive they would 
feel a repugnance to the courſe of 
reading neceſſary for them to purſue. 
This circumſtance induced her to fe- 
let a variety of anecdotes from the 
different authors ſhe had peruſed, and 
form them into a ſmall volume, that, 
by reading an account of abſtrated 
events, they might feel deſirous of 
becoming acquainted with the- cauſes 
Which produced hem. 1 


On the morning of the new year, 
4 the children entered Lady Stan- 


ley's apartment, ſhe informed them ſne 
1 had 
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had been preparing a preſent, which, 
{he flattered herſelf, would be more 
acceptable than toys or trinkets; be- 
cauſe it would be an additional proof 
to them of her affection for their per- 
ſons, and her ſolicitude to promote the 
improvement of their minds. 


From this little work, my dear 
girls, ſaid that amiable woman, ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to her daughters, *you 
will have an opportunity of drawing 
examples for the regulation of; your 
future conduct; and likewiſe be ena- 
bled to form an opinion of the diffe- 
rent virtues and vices which have em- 
belliſhed or deformed the female cha- 
rafter both in the paſt and preſent ages. 


* A thorough knowledge of hiſtory | 
is certainly one of the moſt eſſential 
parts of a girl's. education, and I con- 

N feſs 
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feſs myſelf very anxious to inſpire you 
with a reliſh for the ſtudy of it; and 
if you have any ambition to render 
yourſelves either pleaſing or enter- 
taining companions, you muſt endea- 
vour to ſtore your minds with a fund 
of uſeful knowledge; for that flip- 
pancy of converſation which flows 
from a prating tongue, and , empty 
head, is diſguſting to a ſenſible, and 


fatiguing to a rational, companion. 


A young woman totally unac- 
quainted with hiſtory, muſt of courſe 
have her ideas bounded to the ſpot 
where ſhe reſides, and be incapable of 
deriving any advantage from a know- 
ledge of the manners and cuſtoms of 
people who inhabit the different parts 


of the globe. But the moſt important 
point of view in which hiſtory appears 
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ſo eſſentially neceſſary, ariſes from the 
impreſſion which the peruſal of great 
and amiable actions is ſo peculiarly 
apt to make upon the youthful mind. 
Not that I have merely ſelected ſuch 
as appear under that denomination; 
for I thought that, by-contraſting vice 
with virtue, both would 8 the 
more Es 
5 11 PALL REY to arrange my 
characters upon che principle of a work 
which was written by the late ingenious 
Doctor Dodd, and which has met with 
that univerſal applauſe i it ſo Jaltly me- 
rits: and though I know myſelf inca- 
pable of acquiring that degree of cre- 
dit he obtained, yet, if I have the ſa- 
tisfaction of inſpiring my childrens' 
breaſts with the love of virtue, it will 
be more gratifying than the voice of 
fame, or the ſound of applauſe.“ 


— 
— 
* 


CONTENTS. 


. Page 
DEDIiCADION n e tf Of 
PhEFACKH? || 4; ib ele otter bt cats OR 
Irsee ne 


| RELIGION. | 
SENTIMENTS |= 2 
5 EXAMPLES. ien N 

Lady Fane Gray |. ĩ A ae» 
Anne Aſkew = = = „ 8 
. Catherine Parr, Wife of Ay the Eighth II 
Catherine of Arragon = = = 12 
| Lord Burkigh < (= od (on 14 
Queen Elizabeth T 5043.2 (1-7: 4 PTY —Y 
Bertha, Wife of Ethelbert, King of Kent. 186 
Queen Mary 55 „ „ , warms wl 
Catherine de Medici 19 


FILIAL DUTIES. Be as 
SENTIMENTS K—̃ —— — 23 


EXAMPLES. EY 

Extraordinary Inflance of filial Aﬀeftion in 
a Roman Lady - «= < = 25 
Hineas = = = = =» 9m; =;1511 211118 


Anapias and dmphinamus. -,- co A 


4 
* 
1 
[ F 
t 
- © 
«© 
* & 
\ 14 n 
q «< 
- R G 
"1 [ 
1 
'S 
4 
. 
5 
NN 
T; 
. 4 
£ 
W 
„ 
3 
| | 
; FT © 
5 
Pb 
a 
* 
ö : 
: [5 
1 
= 
} 
3 
1 {fs 
1 34 
F 9 
1 1 
: 4 
7 
1 oy 
a 7 
5 7 q 
[ * 
; "4 
l A 
. 
i: 
2 | 
7 #5 
\ 
- 
bf 6 
1 
1 * 
0 9 
#4 
2 
x it 
4 * 
1 
9 
d : « 
vg. 
1 
4 5 
} 3 
1 * 
a | 
EF! 
: = 
. 
N . 
U 
74 
4 Þ 
A 
N 
8 1 7 
| t 
y - = 
24 
by 
iS ; 
5 1 
1 
! 
1 
$ 1 
1 
* 


xviii CONTENTS, 
TAR 4 oe » i = Sie 
Cimon, a young Athenian n 


Mrs. Roper, Daughter of Sir Thomas 8 
Counteſs of Pembrole = = 
Naomi, a Story from the Sacred Hiſtory = 
Tullia, the Wife of Tarquin N 
Henry the Fifth, of German 
Gallian, Son of the Emperor Valerian 


Nero * * = - - - -. - — - — 


90 FRA TER NAL AND SISTERLY 
3 LOVE. 


— EES: ͤ ͤT!ꝛ0 mEy⸗ũ na 


; EXAMPLES. 
Pulcheria Sifter to the Emperor Theods N 
Eudeſia, Daughter to Heratlitus - 
ES. = = = >.>. » 1a. 
Singular Inſtance of fraternal Affection wee 
Ry ES et - - 
 .- VAX - oo $351 
——_ Gs. oe. 


Titus 2 — - - - - - — - — — 


r ee 2s 


Story of Foſeph and his 3 . 
Boleſſaus, King of Poland = «= < | 


DE . > 


- 
J 
3 
þ 
J 
7 
) 
L 
2 


r ac . F*. ww . AX. oc 


CONTENTS, 


ON 'THE ADVANTAGES OF A 


GOOD EDUCATION. 


, 0 ew 
EXAMPLES. 


Calpburnia, Wife of Fulius Cæſar CEE 


Plautina, Wife of Trajan = - - = +» 
Agrippina, Wife of Germanicus - 
The Mather of Tarmujin, an f Fa 


Tartars = = = = = 5 


Henry the Eighth Sh 65:4. Lo 


Sir Thomas Moore - < - - - - + 
Sir Anthony Cas 
Auguſtus Cæſa = < = WS 
Olympias, Wife of Philip of Maceden 3 


Irene, Empreſs of Conſtantinople "7&5 28k 


Cleopatra = - - = <- - - - © 
Lycurgus ©”, „ [ 


FORTITUDE. . 


nn - old «oe 


EXAMPLES. 


Arria, Wife of Cæcinna Pattus = < < 
Paulina, Wife of Seneca gn 
Epeniæ, Wife of Sabinus + * Sins A 


Wife of the Governor of Minchew »''/= + 


Princeſs of Jaſtes e E -& Wit 


xix 


XX CONTENTS. 


Ducheſs of Bavaria = = = - 87 
e,, 6's Gi. - B88 


BEAUTY. 


SENTIMENTS = —- - = =, 92 


- EXAMPLES. 
Princeſs Egilve = - = 1 — 93 


Elfrida, Daughter of the Earl 25 be. 96 
Cee — - 100 


ne Bully = „ tox 


HUMILITY CONTRASTED 
WITH PRIDE. 


SENTIMENTS - =» - - 103 


EXAM PLES, 
Charles the Seconds - 106 
Singular Inftance of the Attachment if 1 
Servants to their Miſireſ— 107 
Another Inſtance of extraordinary Attachment 
of a Servant to his Mater 108 
Pride not humbled by Di ifireſs = - - = 111 


Catherine the Firſt, Empreſs of Ru 8, „ 
3 - - =-'- '- - - 12A 


CONTENTS; xxi 


SENTIMENTS = = = - 113 
EXAMPLES. 


Marchioneſs de Tarera-;= 1 => 115 
Poppæa Sabina, Wife of Nero - - 17 | 
Spaniſh Pride - - - 118 


HUMANITY CONTRASTED 
WITH CRUELTY. 
SENTIMENTS - = = = = = = = 120 


EXAMPLES. ad er 
Sir Philip Sidney ͤ = =» 122 
Henrietta Maria, W. rfe of Charles the Fi 2 123 
Matilda, Wife ef Henry the MM _— 
Alfred the Great - - - 124 
Marchioneſs de Aftrogus = = = 17 
Ameſtris, Queen of Perſia. = - 128 
Fulvia, Wife of Anthony © LETT © 
Jean, Queen of Naples = = "= 8 
Inhumanity of Three Hundred Roman Late 131 


ON THE PROPER EMPLOYMENT 
OF TIME. 

SENTIMENTS - = - = == = 

EXAMPLES, oo 

Andromache, Wife of Hector 1 39 

Anna Maria Shurman = - - 140 


— — 134 % 


* 
*, 


xxii CONTENTS, 
Page 


Penelope, Wife of Ulyſſes = - = - < 14rt 
Ducheſs of Newcaftle = =» - - « - 3#, 
Queen Elizabeth = = = = - 142 
Counteſs of Bridgewater = «= = = « ib, 


POLITENESS OF ADDRESS AND 
POLISH OF MANNERS. 


SENTIMENTS = = = = - 146 


EXAMPLES, 


Lord Cheſterfield = = = = - - 147 
Mary, Queen of Scots = = = 149 
Joan, Queen of Naples = = = 150 
Bertrade, Wife of Philip of France = - 151 
Catherine, Empreſs of Ruſſia -' = « = 152 
WW - = ( . 
Oftavia = e - - - 153 


FRIENDSHIP. * 


OW 2 PP 155 


EXAMPLES. 


Damon and Pythias = = = - - - 73 58 
Alcander and Septimiu : - = 162 
Lælius and Cicero - = <= » 1567 


2 


CONTENTS. 


INGRATITUDE. 


„% VV 


EXAMPLES. 
Fabk and Taro - 


A c 


TRUTH. 


es nr en ee i EE EE 


EXAMPLES. 


Calphurnia, Wife of Julius N — 


Ariſtotll3W.æW— - = = 8 6 


Zenocrates = — - - - - — = _- 


VIRTUE. 
ES ß were wie 


EXAM PLES. 


Lucretia, Wife of Callatinas = = = < 
Virtue held more ſacred than Life, inflanced 
in the Conduct f a Nun = - - = 


Timoc le a — — - - — — | — — 
* 


Ruſffan Lady » - - - =» - _—_ 


xXiii 


Page 
170 


172 
176 


180 


182 


185 


189 


192 
193 
80 


xxixy CONTENTS, 


CONTENTMENT. 


SENTIMENTS. - - - =» = - = -" 


EXAMPLE. 


Story of the diſabled Soldier, as related by 


Dr. Goldſmith "ww „%„ ceo „ > 


' PASSION AND ANGER. 


— . 8 
s EXAMPLES. - 

Queen Elizabeth - < < 5 

Sifter of Frederick, late King f Pruſſia a 

Olympias, Wife of Philip of Macedon = 


Roxana, Wife of Alexander the Great - 


Zenobia, Wife- of Odenatus . 


Zoe, Wife of the Emperor Romanus 


203 


215 


220 


221 


222 
ib, 


223 
224 


HISTORICAL, BEAUTIES. 


RELIGION. 
SENTIMENTS. o 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools deſpiſe wiſdom 
and inſtruction. Proverbs. 
A great, a good, and a right mind, is a kind of divinity lodged within us, 
and may be the bleſſing of the ſlave as well as the prince. Seneca. 


A good conſcience is both the teftimony and reward of a good liſe. S. 


114 


SHALL commence my work, my beloved 
children, by introducing to your knowledge 
ſome of thoſe characters who have rendered 
themſelves conſpicuous by the union of piety 


B and 
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2 RELIGION, 


and morality, and whoſe lives were ſpent in the 
performance of devotional exerciſes, and in the 


practice of benevolence to their fellow- creatures. 
I have always endeavoured to convince you, that 
piety towards God is the foundation of thoſe 


virtues which will make you eſtimable in the 
eyes of men; and that to be void of it, evinces 
a cold heart, deſtitute of the beſt affeQions 
which can grace a youthful character. At your 
time of life it is natural for the heart ſponta- 
neouſly to riſe into admiration at what is great, 


glow with the love of what is fair, and melt at 


the diſcovery of tenderneſs and goodneſs: and 
where can any object be found ſo calculated to 
kindle thoſe affections, as the Father of the 
univerſe, and the Author of all your felicity ? 
Untouched by gratitude, can you behold that 
profufion of good which his beneficent hand 
pours around you? Unmoved by veneration, 


can you contemplate that grandeur and majeſty 
which his works every where diſplay? Offer to 
God, 


SS 
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RELIGION. | 3 


God, therefore, the firſt fruits of your affeQions 
and underſtandings ;. and be aſſured, that the 
more you increaſe in love to him, the more 
you will increaſe in happineſs, excellence and 
honour. | | 


The principles of piety and devotion has often 
been evinced at that early period of life, when 
it might have been ſuppoſed the infant heart was 


incapable of ſuch exalted ſentiments: a ſtriking 


proof of the juſtneſs of this obſervation is re- 
corded in the hiſtory of Lady Jane Gray. 


Lady Jane Gray was eldeſt daughter to the 
Duke of Suffolk; a man whoſe mind was too 
much occupied by plans of ambition to be ca- 
pable of admitting ſentiments of tenderneſs. 
In her earlieſt childhood ſhe was unaceuſtomed 
to receive thoſe endearing careſſes which are 


calculated to attract the affection of a youthful. 
heatt; and, inſtead of conſidering her father in 
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the light of a tender friend, ſhe was compelled 
to behold him as a rigid judge, who, inſtead of 
palliating the trifling errors of childhood, mag- 
nified them into crimes, and condemned them 
with ſeverity. This ill-judged rigour probably 
might have been the firſt incitement to that uni- 
form piety, which marked her future conduct; 


and being withheld, by fear, from expreſſing 


the effuſions of a ſuſceptible heart to her earthly 
parent, ſhe ſought conſolation at the throne of 
her heavenly one, and poured out her ſorrows to 


him who healeth the broken-hearted, and 


raiſeth up them whoſe ſpirits are caſt down.” 


When ſhe was arrived at an age to be informed 


of the ambitious views of the Duke of Suffolk, 


who taught her to aſpire to the poſſeſſion of a 
crown, inſtead of being dazzled by the glaring 
proſpeR, ſhe foreſaw the dangers with which. it 
was ſurrounded; and. though Edward had de- 
clared her his ſucceſſor, yet the ſuperiority of 

his 
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his ſiſter's claim made her ſtrenuouſly refuſe the 
proffered dignity : and when her father, and the 
Duke of Northumberland, (whoſe ſon ſhe had 
married,) compelled her to accept it, ſhe expreſſed 
her fears that ſhe was committing an action that 
would be diſpleaſing to heaven, and uſurping 
that to which another had a right. But if her 
humility and juſtice was conſpicuouſly diſplayed 


in her manner of accepting an unwiſhed-for 


dignity, her ſweetneſs and humility were no leſs 
ſtrikingly evinced in her manner of reſigning 
it; for when ſhe was informed that the body of 
the people had declared for Mary, ſhe expreſſed 


her ſatisfaction at being relieved from the bur- 


dens of a crown, and: rejoiced in the proſpect 
of being able to devote her time to the ſervice 
of her Creator, and the improvement of her 
mind. But, alas! theſe viſionary proſpects of 
future felicity were all ſuddenly and unexpec- 


tedly oyerclouded! The inhuman Mary, fancy- 


ing herſelf inſecure on the imperial ſeat whilſt 
: B 3 her 


” 
4 _—_ —— —=T—__C____=RÞ 
p 0 . 


* 
— — 2 
4 — - 
— 


6 RELIGION, 


her rival was in exiſtence, ſent an order for her 
immediate impriſonment; and, loſt to the voice 


of tenderneſs and humanity, decreed that Lady 


Jane and her unfortunate huſband ſhould both 
periſh together! 


It was at that dreadful period that the amiable 


Lady Jane found the inſpiring aid of that recti- 


tude, which had been the rule of all her actions, 
enable her to ſupport with cheerfulneſs the ri- 
gour of her deſtiny, and meet her approaching 


diſſolution with calmneſs and reſignation, 


Previous to her execution, ſeveral Roman 
Catholic prieſts were ſent to her by the Queen, 
to- attempt converting her to that religion to 
which ſhe was ſo bigotted a zealot; but her 
faith was eſtabliſhed upon too firm a baſis to be 
ſhaken by the crafts of prieſthood, or the perſua- 
ſon of power; and ſhe died a firm me to 
the Chriſtian faith. | 
Her 


5 
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Her perfon is deſcribed by hiſtorians as being 
exquiſitely lovely; and her manners ſo ſtrikingly 


| engaging, as to attract the affection of all thoſe 


who had the ſatisfaction of enjoying their in- 
fluence. Her temper was naturally grave, yet 


blended with an uncommon ſhare of ineffable 


ſweetneſs. She was completely miſtreſs of the 


Latin and Greek languages, and had made ſome 
proficiency in the Hebrew, when her inhuman 
perſecutor decreed that her learning and virtues 
ſhould periſh together. The humility of her 
mind could only be equalled by its liberality; 
for ſhe pardoned the greateſt wrongs committed 
againſt herſelf, though her heart was incapable 
of injuring others. In ſhort, whether ſhe is 
viewed in the character of a daughter, a wife, 


a queen, or a prifoner, ſhe appears adorned with 


ſuch perſections as muſt command' praiſe, and 
defy cenſure. nen 
8 « Virtue 
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©: « Virtue (ſays Seneca) is the only immortal 
8 thing that belongs to mortality: it raiſes the 
mind above griefs, hopes, fears, or chances; 


and makes us patiently ſubmit to the decrees of 
heaven.” 


The truth of this obſervation is fully exem- 
plified in the hiſtory of a daughter of Sir 
Thomas Aſkew's, whoſe ſufferings and perſe- 
cutions were of a nature to ſhake the firmeſt 


reſolution, unleſs ſupported by the principles of 


—_— — — 


| virtue, and the aid of religion. 
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Anne Aſkew had been originally educated in 
the principles of the Roman Catholic perſuaſion; 
but having been at an early age forced into a 


wo 
— 


— away 


i | marriage contrary to her inclination, her mind 
"i naturally acquired a tincture of ſeriouſneſs, and 
3 ſhe devoted many hours every day to the duties 
| of religion. When ſhe attentively examined 
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into the principles upon which her faith was 
founded, 
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founded, ſhe gradually became ſenſible of the 
errors that were connected with it; and abjuring 
it altogether, became an entire convert to Chriſ- 
tianity. This circumſtance was a pretence for 
her huſband's treating her with the moſt barba- 
rous cruelty, and refuſing to ſupport her in his 
own houſe: he turned her out of it, and aban- 
doned her to the miſeries of the world, de- 
ſenceleſs, forlorn, and unprotected! 

A woman reduced to fo wretched a ſituation, 
by the cruelty of him who ought to have ſhielded 
her from every kind of diſtreſs, one would have 
imagined had a claim upon the humanity of her 
ſellow- creatures; but, alas! that religion which 
ought to have taught compaſſion for the unfor- 
tunate, breathed only oppreſſion and perſecution; 
and her having abjured her faith, was conſidered 
a crime of ſo heinous: a nature, as demanded 
the | vengeance of all thoſe who wiſhed/ to pro- 
mote the Roman Catholic perſualion. She un- 

| 5 5 fortunately 
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fortunately went to London (with a view of 


ſuing for a divorce) at a period when the fana- 


tic zeal for the Roman Catholic religion was 
raging with the utmoſt ardour, and became a 


eloke for the moſt unheard-of barbarities. The 


partizans of her huſband were ſufficiently power- 
ful co controvert all the arguments ſhe could ad- 
duce in favour of her on conduct; and ſhe 
was not only arreſted, and thrown into priſon, 


but treated there with ſtudied indignity, and 


premeditated inſolence. Yet ſhe ſubminted to 


the ſeverity of her fate with the moſt cheerful 


reſignation; and, ſuſtained by that power who 


arms the afflicted with fortitude, and the op- 


preſſed with patience, endured the moſt exqui- 
ſite tortures that human imagination could in- 
vent, rather than acknowledge herſelf the mem- 
ber of a religion that was eſtabliſhed upon the 


foundation of cruelty, and the baſis of oppreſ- 


fion! When the moment arrived that deſtined 
her to fall a victim to perſecution, ſhe met her 


fate 


kad 


19 


fate with an heroiſm that would have done honour 
to the greateſt general, and looked upon death 
as the . of peace, and the harbinger of 


 filicit 4 


Tus you fee, my dear girls, that religion 
prepares the mind for encountering with fortĩ- 
tude the moſt ſevere ſhocks of adverſity; and 
thoſe afflictions which appear to the wicked as 
meſſengers of the wrath of heaven, feem to the 
good as merciful diſpenſations, fent to make 
trial of their fortitude, their faith, ar their re- 
ſignation. 


Catherine Parr, wife of Henry the Eighth, 
was a woman of the moſt exemplary piety, and 
refined morality. Amidft the gaiety and ſplen- 
dour of a court, her mind was occupied upon 
the duties of religion; and the variety- of her 
compoſitions prove that to piety was united hu- 
mility, and a perfect reliance upon the diſpen- 

''BS ſations 
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ations of Providence. From her earlieſt infancy 

der mind had been habituated to the practice of 

devotional exerciſes; and though the frequency 

|. ol thatpratice was one of the failings alledged 
ix againſt her (by the Biſhop of Wincheſter) to the 
it | — King, yet, to preſerve. her life, ſhe never re- 
mitted: any of her duties, believing that if ſhe 
forſool her Gad, he would alſo forſake her. 


* Catherine of Arragon, who was a former 
wife to Henry the Eighth, was alſo a woman of 
great piety and uncommon; erudition: her edu- 
cation had been ſuch as to enable her not only to 
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indulge her taſte for literature, but to become an 
excellent judge of the merits of thoſe who trod 
in the path of ſcience, and ſhe was the univer- 
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ſal patronneſs of learned men. 


1 When the verſatility of her huſband's diſpoſi- 
| tion induced him to ſearch into remote cauſes 


j for a pretence to annul his marriage, the argu- 
| ments 


| 
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ments ſhe uſed in favour of its validity, are in 
themſelves ſufficient to mark the ſuperiority of 
her underſtanding: but, admirable as it was, it 
could not preſerve her from ſinking under the 
ſeverity of her misfortunes ; and when ſhe was 
degraded from the dignity of a queen, the re- 
mainder of her life was ſpent in the practice of 
the moſt rigid devotion, and in the ſtrict obſer- 
vance of thoſe duties which ſhe imagined would 
be moſt acceptable to Heaven. 


From the inſtances I have repreſented of the 
powerful effect of Religion in enabling the 


mind to ſupport afflictions, you are not to ima- 


gine that it will only be neceſlary to apply to its 


aid in the ſeaſon of diſtreſs; for the greater the 


benefits are which you receive from Heaven, 


the ſtronger muſt be your motives for the exer- 


tion of your piety and gratitude to the great 
Author of them, who, for all his mercies, re- 
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14 RELIGION, 


quires no other return than that of a grateful and 
pious heart. 


The late Lord Burleigh (who was one of the 
ableſt politicians of the age in which he lived) 


_ uſed. to ſay, that he would never truſt any man 


: — — — 
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whoſe actions were not governed by the princi- 
ples of religion; and alledged as a reaſon, that 
thoſe who were not /rue 4% Gad could never be 


ſo to men. 


Queen Elizabeth, wha is univerſally allowed 
to have been one of the greateſt characters that 
ever ſwayed the Britiſh throne, not only regu» 
larly devoted a portion of each day to acts of 
piety, but compoſed ſeveral treatiſes on religious 
ſubjects; and at the age of twelve years, ſhe 
tranſlated into Latin, French, and Italian, a 


book of prayers and meditations, which ſhe 


dedicated to her father. Before ſhe died, ſhe 
had the happineſs of ſecing the Proteſtant reli- 
| | gion 
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gion eſtabliſhed throughout her kingdom; and 

the rage for the Roman Catholic perſuaſion, 
which had filled her predeceſſor's reign with 
ſuch cruelty and perſecution, was by her judi- 
cious conduct entirely ſubdued. 


Though Queen Elizabeth had the happineſs 
of eſtabliſhing the Proteſtant religion in Eng- 
land, yet Chriſtianity was introduced into it many 
ages before her acceſſion to the throne; for at , I 
the time this kingdom was divided into an bep=> 
tarchy, Ethelbert, king of Kent, eſpouſed | 

Bertha, daughter of Carribert, king of Paris, 1 
who had been educated in the Chriſtian religion. 
The ſweetneſs of her manners, the ſuperiorit ß 
of her underſtanding, and the benevolence of 1 
her heart, all conſpired to give her an aſcen- 
dancy over Ethelbert's mind: and attached, as i 
ſhe was, to his perſon, it was natural for her ta 


exert her influence in a cauſe. wherein ſhe con- Wl 


ceived his preſent peace, and future felicity, was 
ſo 
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16 RELIGION. 
ſo entirely interwoven. As her own actions 
were guided by the mild influence of that reli- 


gion to which ſhe was ſo anxious her huſband 


ſhould become a convert, her perſuaſive argu- 


ments ſoon convinced him of its purity; and he 


not only embraced the Chriſtian faith himſelf, 


bit endeavoured to eſtabliſh it throughout his 
kingdom. 


Virtue has ſometimes been imagined an here- 
ditary poſſeſſion, which, like an eſtate, deſcends 


from generation to generation. Though you 


will find, in the peruſal of this work, that I 
have controverted that idea, yet in the inſtance 


I am about to record it is fully exemplified. 


The uncommon care which the amiable Ber- 
tha beſtowed upon the: education of: her child, 
and the advantages ihe derived from. daily be- 


holding inſtances of her mother's virtue, had fo 
happy an effect upon the mind of the young 


Etnelburga, 
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Ethelburga, that ſhe not only endeavoured to 
imitate the bright example that was ſet before 
her, but, if poſſible, to ſurpaſs it. The fame 
of her virtues, and the account of her exem- 
plary conduct, extended to a diſtant part of the 
country; and Edwin, king of Northumberland, 
was attracted by the univerſal applauſe. He ſaw 
Ethelburga; admired and married her; and, 
like Ethelbert, king of Kent, became a convert 
to the precepts of Chriſtianity, 


You muſt now, my dear girls, view a far dif- 
ferent picture to that.which I have juſt repre» 
ſented; and, inſtead. of beholding Chriſtianity 
adorned with that gentleneſs which its Divine 
Teacher inculcated, . you muſt obſerve religion 
diſguiſed in the veil of prieſtcraft, and ſuperlti- 


tion eſtabliſhing her foundation in bloodſhed, 


cruelty, and horror, 
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18 RELIGION. 


From having peruſed the character of Lady 


| Jane Gray, the very name of Queen Mary muſt 


ſtrike you with a ſenſation of abhorrence. Your 
knowledge of the Hiſtory of England will al- 


. moſt render it unneceſſary for me to tell you 


that ſhe was daughiter of Henry the Eighth, by 
Catherine of Arragon, who was particularly 
careful of her education, and engaged fome of 


the moſt able men of the age for her inſtructors; 


and, if precept could have inculcated the prin- 
ciples of humanity, ſhe would not have been 
regarded by poſterity as Chriſtianity's greateſt 
ſcourge. Her mind was naturally weak; and 


acting under the influence- of craft and prieſt- 


hood, | ſhe authorized ſuch atrocious acts of 
cruelty as would make even a ſavage nature 
ſhudder. During the three years that this per- 


| ſecution of the Proteſtant religion was carried on 


with its inſatiate violence, it is computed that no 
leſs than two hundred and ſeventy perfons were 


brought to the ſtake for refuſing to acknowledge 
the 
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the Pope's ſupremacy, and remaining firm to 
the Proteſtant faith; and amongſt that number 
fifty-five were women, and four children! Upon 
how miſtaken a principle muſt that religion 
have been founded, which was eſtabliſhed upon 


the lives of the 2 and * the blood 
of the innocent! | 


Tenderneſs and compaſſion are generally allow- 
ed to be the peculiar charaQteriſtics of the female 
mind; but Mary is not a ſingle exception to that 
partial rule; for Catherine de Medici, widow 
of Henry the Second of France, was her equal 

in cruelty, though her ſuperior in underſtanding, 


Upon the death of Henry, his fon Francis 
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aſcended the throne; and as he was a prince of 


3 


very moderate abilities, he ſubmitted entirely to 
the direction of his mother, whoſe policy in 
affairs of ſtate, and ardour in the cauſe of the 


Roman Catholic religion, have rendered her a 
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conſpicuous character in the French hiſtory. 


The Proteſtants, during the reign of Francis, 


were treated with all the ſeverity inquiſitorial 


malice could invent; but it was in the reign of 


his brother Charles that it was carried to the 


utmoſt extent of inhuman barbariſm. Cathe- | 


rine, finding that all her attempts entirely to 
aboliſh the Proteſtant religion had proved inef- 
ſectual, ſuggeſted to her ſon the inhuman idea 
of baving a general maſſacre throughout his do- 
minions of all thoſe who profeſſed that perſua- 
ſion. The cruel propoſal met with a fayourable 
reception, and orders were immediately ſent to 
the magiſtrates of the different provinces to have 
it put in practice. In Paris the conſpiracy was 
carried on with ſuch a profound ſecrecy, that not 
the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion was entertained of the 


inhuman deſign. The eve of St. Bartholomew's 
day was pitched upon for this barbarous under- 


taking, and the ſignal for the commencement of 
it was the tolling of a bell. The' guards and 
militia 
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militia had been previouſly put under arms, and 
the command given to the Duke of Guiſe. The 
whole night, and part of the next day, was 
ſpent in this inhuman. butchery ; and in Paris, 
and the provinces, it is computed that upwards 
of thirty thouſand ſouls periſhed. So execrable 
and bloody a deſign, formed by a woman whom 
the Proteſtants. had never provoked, is one of 
thoſe uncommon inſtances of barbariſm which 
requires, the utmoſt confidence in the hiſtorian's 
veracity. to give credit to. But, alas the diffe- 
rent authors who have diſgraced the page of 
hiſtory by a relation of it, are too conſiſtent in 
the account of the fact, to leave a doubt upon 
the mind as to its authenticity! 


I cannot, my dear girls, c:ofe a ſection which 
has ſo intereſting a ſubject as religion for its 
theme, without endeavouring to point out the 


peculiar advantages which ate likely to reſult 
from the Präctiee of it. 
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You are not to imagine, that when I exhort 
you to be religious, I wiſh you to become more 
fortnal or folemn in your manners than others 
of the fame years, or expect you to become 
their ſupercilious reprovers. On the contrary, 
I admire the volatility that is attendant upon 
youth, and would rather promote than leſſen it: 
but the ſpirit of true religion breathes gentleneſs 


and affability; it gives a native unaffected eaſe to 


the behaviour; is kind, ſocial, and cheerful; and 
very different from that gloomy and illiberal ſuper- 
ſtition which clouds the brow, ſharpens the tem- 


per, and dejects the ſpirits. It corrects and huma- 


nines conſtitutional vices ; and, above all, pro- 
duces anuniverſal charity and love toall mankind. 
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— TT CI 
SENTIMENTS. 1 
My fon, hear the inaructlons of thy facher, and fotfake not the bas of thy 
mother, 
| Whoſo' loveth . loveth Knowledge but be that an bs 
fooliſh. 


Even a child is knowh dy * Whether iy wotk is pure; or whether 
it is right, . | Preverds. 


N the catalogue of haman duties, none have a 
ſtronger claim upon your attention than 


thoſe which I mean to make the ſubject of this 
ſeQion; for next to your Maker your parents 
| are 


docility to the experience of age, bekolds them 


thoſe calamities that are attendant upon the ſea- 


which ſtands moſt in need of advice, ſhould be 
the moſt prone to reject it. In China, ſo great 
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are entitled to your veneration, -gratitude, and 
eſteem. Yet, with all theſe claims upon their 
childrens'' affection, how often has the unhappy 
parent t the miſery of finding pertneſs ſubſtituted 
in the place of humilſty, arrogance in that of 
dependence, a | and indifference 1 in that of duty 
and, inſtead of their children ſubmining. With 


vain through nen and preſumptuous 
through folly! A. | 


6 Although, my beloved girls, I am not fearful 
of becoming one of thoſe unhappy parents, yet 
I cannot help cautioning you againſt a conta- 
gious evil, which is the general ſource of all 


ſon of youth: I mean that degree of ſelf-conceit 


which is uſually attached to that-period of life. 
But it is moſt peculiarly unfortunate that the age 


is 


| 
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is the veneration and reſpect in which the pa- 
rental character is held, that an inſtance of diſ- 
puting its authority is abſolutely unknown. And 
the ancient Romans even gave parents a right 


over the lives of their children. 


Mr. Addiſon, in his Spectator, has written an 


excellent paper upon the ſubject of filial reſpect, 
wherein he paints the parental ſolicitude in thoſe 
natural colours which cannot fail of touching 
every heart that is not loſt to feelings of tender- 
neſs, and ſenſations of duty. But, as my memory 


is ſtored with many hiſtorical facts, in which the 


virtue of filial tenderneſs, and the barbariſm of its 


deficiency, are both ſtrongly exemplified, I ſhall 
relate them for your inſtruction; convinced, at 


the ſame time, that your own hearts will incline - 


you to imitate the one, and abhor the other. 


A Roman lady, of ſome rank, was accuſed 
of a crime againſt the ſtate,. for which ſhe was 
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tried, and condemned to ſuffer death. The 
keeper of the priſon, who was ordered to be her 


executioner, not only felt a great degree of re- 


pugnance to the office, but was abſolutely inca- 


pable of performing it; yet, aware that his own 
life depended upon the diſcharge of his duty, 
he dared not attempt preſerving her exiſtence. 
Thus circumſtanced, the cruel idea (which yet 
had compaſſion for its foundation) occurred, of 


letting her remain without ſuſtenance, knowing 


that ſhe muſt then die from. want, and that he 
ſhould: eſcape the pain of becoming her execu- 
tioner. A man in that ſituation, who could 
ſhrink from the diſcharge of his duty from mo- 
tives.of humanity, it is natural to ſuppoſe, might 
eaſily be ſubdued: by tenderneſs, and overcome 
by perſuaſion: and it is no wonder that he 
yielded to the entreaties of the daughter, and 
permitted her to viſit her unhappy mother; 
though he was under the neceſſity of ſearching 
her, to prevent her. being the conveyer of any 

| kind 
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kind of nouriſhment. Several days elapſed 


. uy d * * * 
without any ſtriking alteration in the unfortu- 


nate woman's appearance: this circumſtance 


called forth the keeper's aſtoniſhment ſo much, 


that he began to imagine the daughter had con- 
trived ſome means of eluding his vigilance, and 
therefore reſolved to watch them when the daily 
meeting took place. He did fo, and beheld a 
ſight that called forth his pity, and produced his 
admiration. An affectionate daughter was pre- 
ſented to his view, lengthening out her parent's 
exiſtence by that nouriſhment nature had given 
for the ſupport of her own offspring, and endea- 
vouring to avert the decrees of juſtice by the 
nutricious qualities of the milk of tenderneſs! 
The humane keeper inſtantly flew to her judges, 


| deſcribed the intereſting ſcene he had beheld, 


and had the happineſs of procuring a pardon for 
the unfortunate offender. The ſenate were ſo 
ſtruck with this inſtance of amiable tenderneſs, 
that they ordered a temple to be erected to filial 

C 2 | piety 
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piety on the ſpot where the priſon ſtood, and 
both mother and daughter to be maintained at 
the public expence. | 


A fimilar inſtance to the one I have related is 
recorded in the Grecian hiſtory, with this ſingle 
difference, that Euphraſia (which was the name 
of the Grecian heroine) ſuſtained her father by 
the ſame nouriſhment which the amiable Roman 


had ſupported her mother. 


At the ſiege of Troy, when every perſon was 
attempting to reſcue their property from the 
fury of the flames, Eneas, the amiable ſon of 
Anchiſes, conſidering an aged parent the greateſt 
treaſure he poſſeſſed, placed him upon his 


ſhoulders, and, whilſt others were bending un- 


der the weight of their riches and poſſeſſions, he 


triuwphantly paſſed the gates of the city, exul- 


ting in the idea of having preſerved the life of 
bim to whom he was indebted for exiſtence. 
Many 
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Many years ago mount tna raged with ſuch 
dreadful violence, that it was apprehended all 
the hamlets within its vicinity would be deſtroyed 


by, the torrents of Java that it poured forth. 
The wretched inhabitants, terrified at the pro- 


ſpect of the approaching danger, ſecured their 


little property, and fled from a ſcene of ſuch 
devaſtation and horror. Amidſt the number of 
thoſe who preſerved their treaſures, and eſcaped 
the threatened danger, were two brothers, whoſe 


names were Anapias and Amphinomus; who, 


inſtead of attempting to fecure wealth, or pro- 


te& property, thoſe amiable youths thought 
only of preſerving the lives of the authors of 
their being; and one taking their father, and 
the other their mother, on their ſhoulders, fled 


with them to a place of ſafety. 


Filial tenderneſs is a ſentiment ſo ſtrongly 
implanted in the breaſts of thoſe whoſe hearts 
are particularly open to impreſſions of tendes- 
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neſs, .that even cruelty and unkindneſs has 
ſometimes been unable to eradicate it. A re- 
markable inſtance of the truth of this obſerya- 


tion is recorded in the Roman hiſtory. 


T. Manlius had from his infancy been treated 
by his father with a degree of inhuman ſeverity; 
and when he arrived at the age of manhood, 


was even baniſhed from his preſence, without 


being conſcious of having committed a fault. 
During the period of his eſtrangement from his 
parental abode, report whiſpered that the tri- 
bune of the people intended proſecuting his 
father for illegal practices. Forgetful of his 
own injuries, and ſolicitous to ſave his father 
from the miſery of a public diſgrace, he in- 
ſtantly flew to the tribune's houſe, and ſoliciting 
a private andience, preſented a dagger to the 
breaſt of the aſtoniſhed magiſtrate, and at the 


fame time demanded him immediately to ſwear 


he would not proſecute his father, or elſe. ex- 


pet 
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pect to receive the weapon in his own boſom. 


The tribune, unable to make any terms, and 


{truck with the heroic proof of filial affection, 


took the oath that was extorted, and ever after 


became the young man's friend, 


A gentleman of Sweden, who had for many 
years filled one of the. higheſt offices in the ſtate 


with credit and reſpeQability, was at length 


accuſed of ſuch illegal practices as demanded 


public fcrutiny, and occaſioned his condemna=-- 


tion. His ſon, a young man of nineteen; was 


at that period abſent from Sweden, but being | 


informed of his father's diſgrace, and the pu- 
niſhment that awaited him, he. travelled poſt, 
until he arrived at the houſe of the magiſtrate 


who had condemned his father, and throwing 


himſelf at his feet in an agony of grief, be- 
ſought him to accept his life as a ranſom for his 


father's! The judge, ſtruck with ſuch a proof 
of filial tenderneſs, immediately ſent an account 
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of it to the king, who inſtantly. ordered the 


father to be pardoned, and a title of nobility to 


be conſerred upon the ſon. The humane judge, 


pleaſed at the opportunity of conferring happi- 
neſs, went to the young man's houſe, and, after 
imparting the joyful intelligence of his father's 
pardon, ſaluted him by the title the king had 
beſtowed. Grateful for the preſervation of a 
life that was dearer than his own, the exalted 
young man expreſſed his joy in terms that 
evinced its ſincerity; but that honour which 
would have been ſo flattering to a leſs noble 
mind he modeſtly declined, ſaying, he thought 


it would be a means of perpetuating his father's 


diſgrace, which he was anxious ſhould be buried 
in oblivion. This uncommon inſtance of re- 
tined delicacy was ſo pleaſing to the king, that 
he ſent for him into his preſence, and beſtowed 
upon him the applauſe he deſerved, and malle 
him his confidential ſecretary. 


A young 
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A young Athenian, whoſe name was Cimon, 
voluntarily ſurrendered himſelf a priſoner to 
redeem his father's body for burial, who had 
died during the time of his confinement for 
debt; and though Athens was allowed to be the 
encourager of arts, and the rewarder of noble 
actions, that filial ſon was neglected. by the 
ſtate. | 


When Sir Thomas Moore, the great lord 
chancellor of England, was ſent to the tower 
for oppoſing the meaſures of that tyrant Henry 
the Eighth, his daughter, the amiable Mrs. 
Roper, ſorced her Way through the guards that 
attended him, and throw ing her arms round the 
neck of her unhappy parent, broke out into 
ſuch agonizing expreſſions of tenderneſs and 
ſorrow, as abſolutely produced tears from the 
ſurrounding multitude: and when the ſatal mo- 
ment arrived that for ever robbed her of a father.s 
love, her anguiſh had nearly proved fatal to her 


8 exiſtence. 
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exiſtence. ' By great intereſt ſhe obtained per- 
miſſion to bury the body; but the head remained 
| © _ _ Tourteen- days upon London Bridge, and was 
with much difficulty then purchaſed, and- in- 
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cloſed in a ſmall leaden box, which the pre- 


i ſerved with the moſt pious care, and when ſhe 
| | 1 b , . - . 
TFik died it was buried in her arms. 


The Counteſs of Pembroke, whoſe hiſtory 
has been recorded by a very able writer, has 


rendered her name no leſs immortal by her filial 
| piety, than by her ſuperior underſtanding and 
| exalted virtues. A remarkable inſtance of her 
1 attachment to her mother is related by the au- 
WA) thor above alluded to. 
1 8 ̃ 
| | | The laſt parting which took place between 
1 | 
1) the counteſs and her mother made ſo ſtrong an 
11 . a FI 
M impreſſion upon her mind, that ſhe had an ele- 
ih 1 5 . . 5 
1 gant marble pillar raiſed upon the ſpot in com- 
j | | * * 2 
fk memoration of it; and at her death left a certain 
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ſum of money to be paid the poor of the pariſh 


of-Broughton for ever on the anniverſary of that 
day. 


In the ſacred hiſtory there is a very beautiful 
deſcription of a young woman's duty and affec- 
tion to her huſband's mother, which met with 
that reward that generally attends virtuous ac- 
tions in 11s life, but which they are certain of 
meeting with in the next. | 


Naomi (which was the name of the mother) 


had, by the ſeverity of a famine in Bethlehem, 
been driven into a foreign country with her 
huſband and two ſons, but had not long been 
ſettled there, when death deprived her of the 


affection of a huſband, and the tender aſſiduity 


of her children. One of the young men had 


married a beautiful girl, whoſe name was Ruth), 
who, upon the death of her huſband, devoted 


her time to relieving the cares, and ſoothing the 
1 afflictions, 
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afflictions, of her mother-in-law; and when ſhe 


propoſed” returning into her own: country; re- 


ſolved to follow her, thinking an old woman 
incapable of undertaking ſo long a journey 
without ſome one to ſupport and protect her. 
It was in vain that Naomi endeavoured to diſ- 
ſuade the amiabte Ruth from following the 


miſeries of an unfortunate old woman, for a 
| ſenſe of duty made her reſolute; and the deſire 


of promoting her mother's happineſs rendered 
her inflexible. When Naomi arrived in Beth- 
lehem, ſhe had the mis fortune of hearing many 
of her relations were dead, and that the eſtate 
of her huſband was in the poſſeſſion of a 
ſtranger. Thus miſerably ſituated, ſhe was 


obliged to depend upon the exertions of her 


| amiable daughter for the common ſuſtenance 


nature required. It happened to be in the time 
of harveſt, and Ruth daily gleaned in the fields 
of 'a man of fortune, who.was a diſtant relation 
of her deceaſed huſband” Boaz accidentally 

ſaw 


* 


humanity. 
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faw her at this menial employment, and, charmed 
with the native lovelineſs of her appearance, 


made enquiries into her circumſtances and con- 
nections; and the moment he was informed, of 
her tender behaviour to her aged mother, he was 
ſo ſtruck with the delicacy of it, that he re- 
ſolved to make her an offer of his hand; and 
the amiable Ruth had by that means the power 
of raiſing the unfortunate Naomi from poverty, 
and ſupporting her in affluence. 


If the actions which I have now related have 
inſpired your breaſts with ſenſations of pleaſure, 


thoſe which I am going to record muſt produce 
an effect dired ly contrary; and your minds will 


be ſtruck with horror at the relation of circum- 


ſtanges that diſgrace human nature, and ſhock 


= 


In the two hundred and twentieth year of 


Rome, Tullia, the wife of Tarquin, and daugh- 
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ter of Severus the king, had the inhumanity not 
only to approve her huſband's intentions of de- 
throning her father, but ' abſolutely perſuaded 
him to embrue his hands in his blood. And 
when Tarquin had baſely dragged him from the 
regal ſeat, and aſſiſted at his murder, ſhe was 
the firſt to enter the forum, and ſalute her huſ- 
band by the title of king. Then mounting her 
chariot in triumph, ſhe deſired to be driven to 
her late father's palace. In one of the ſtreets, 
through which the carriage paſſed, the murde- 
rer? had left the body of the unfortunate king, 
which the charioteer perceiving, was ſtruck 
with horror at the fight, checked his horſes, and 
was unable to proceed. Why do you not go 
on?” cried the inhuman Tullia. * What {tops 
you?” „The body of the king, your father,” 
replied the man; which I mult drive over if I 
proceed.” Drive on, then,” ſhe exclaimed in 
a rage; and do not be afraid of a dead body: 
and ſnatching up a ſtool that ſtood.at the bottom 

of 


FILIAL DUTIESS. 39 


of the. carriage, threw it at his head. The 
coachman obeyed the order, and the wheels of 
the chariot were ſtained with her father's blood! 


Amidft the various misfortunes which Henry 


the Fourth, emperor of Germany, had to en- 


counter, none affect a feeling mind with more 


tenderneſs than thoſe which he endured from the 
turbulent and ungovernable ſpirit of his ſon, 
who was afterwards Henry the Fifth. That 
young man not only refuſed all ſubmiſſion to 
parental authority, but abſolutely united with 
his father's enemies, and forced the ſceptre from 
the hands of one of the moſt amiable princes 
that ever ſwayed it! 


The unfortunate emperor, reduced to the 
moſt abject ſtate of poverty by the intrigues of 
his ſon, and the oppreſſion of the pope, wrote 
to the former, imploring his permiſſion to retire 
to Liege, that he might no longer be compelled 
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ſovereign, and where he once might have com- 
1 manded any part of its poſſeſſions. This ſup- 
1 plicating epiſtle was wholly unattended to, and 
the unfortunate prince was reduced to the utmoſt 


extremity of poverty and wretchednefs. In 


this forlorn ſituation he applied to the citizens 
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1 to wander about in ſcarch of a reſting place in a 
1 . : G 

i country that had once owned him for its lawful 
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of Cologne for relief, who, compaſſionating 


i! | + bs 2 © * £ 2 
oh his miſery, inſtantly raifed a body of troops, in 


i order to enable him to reinſtate himſelf in his 
Fi | dominions; but the unhappy- prince, worn out 
1 by the ſeverity of his misfortunes, was unable 
Wl to avail himſelf of their friendly intentions 
1M towards him. His ſpirits forſook him, bis 
[| | health declined, and in the fifty-ſixth year of 
4 | his age he fell a victim to the barbariſm of his 
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i ſon. That inhuman murderer, loſt to the ſen- 
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timents of humanity, and dead to thoſe of na- 
ture, not contented with having ſhortened the 


exiſtence of his father, continued, his perſecu- 


tions 
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tions even beyond the grave; for when he was 
informed that the emperor's body had been in- 
terred in an elegant ſepulchre, he commanded 
it to be dragged out, and thrown naked into an 
open vault, where it remained uncovered five 


years. 


When the Roman emperor Valerian, and his 
amiable wife Mariniana, were made captives 
by Sapor, king of Perſia, the inhuman cruelty 
with which they were treated, had ſuch an effect 
upon the health and ſpirits of the empreſs, that 
death foon relieved her from captivity, When 
the nobility went to pay their viſits of condolence 
to Gallian, Valerian's ſon, who was left guar- 
dian of the empire, he received them with the 
utmoſt unconcern; and, upon expreſſing their 
regret for the misfortunes that had attended the 
emperor and empreſs, he replied, with perfect 
coolneſs, « they were mortal, and therefore 
liable to misfortunes as well as others:“ and, 
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inſtead of taking any pains to procure his fa- 


ther's deliverance, he paſſed his days in riot, and 
his nights in debauchery. 


The emperor Nero had ſeveral times (but in 
vain) attempted poiſoning his mother Agrippina, 
At length he reſolved to have a veſſel made with 
looſe planks, ſupported by bolts, that were fo 
contrived, as to be unfaſtened at the pleaſure of 
thoſe who would undertake: the perpetration of 
the inhuman plan he ſuggeſted. Vice, ſup- 
ported by the aid of wealth and power, has 
little difficulty in finding tools ready to execute 
its deſigns; and Nero eaſily perſuaded ſome of 


his aſſociates to aſſiſt him in the inhuman plot. 


The empreſs, unſuſpicious of her ſon's inten- 
tions, conſented to go on board the veſſel; the 
fatal bolts were foon undrawn, and ſhe was pre- 
Cipitated into the ſea. At that moment a ſhip 
appeared, the captain of which perceiving her 
ſituation, ſent out his boat, and ſaved her life. 
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Her ſon hearing of the failure of his diabolical 


plan, inſtantly became frantic with rage and 
diſappointment, and, unable to diſguiſe his feel- 
ings, ſent for Amicetus, an officer of the guards, 
and commanded him immediately to go and put 
his mother to death. The moment the unhappy 


empreſs ſaw him enter the room attended by a 
party of his ſoldiers, ſhe ſuſpected his inhuman 


deſign, and pointing to her ſtomach, ſaid, 
«Strike firſt here; for it gave birth to a monſter,” 
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BE Wie are all members of one great body; and tendernels, juſtice, and equity, 


eught lo de the foundation that ſupports it, 
wil Human ſociety reſembies- an arch of fione: all would fall to the ground, if 
14.311 one piece did not ſupport the other, 

it! Of all the felicities attached to human nature, that of a firm and tender 
friendſh p ranks the firftz it ſweetens cares, diſpels ſorrows, and is an antidote 
egaint the ſerereſt calamities. Seneca. 
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ment the ties of affection, I conſider as 


# i O ſtrengthen the bonds of nature, and ce- 
| 


| one of the ſtrongeſt duties a parent has to per- 
| form. How lovely and intereſting a ſight is it 


to 
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to behold a family mutually endeavouring to 
excel each other in the practice of tenderneſs, 


and in acts of affection, participating in each 
others joys, and leſſening, by kindneſs, each 
others ſorrows! The friendſhips of the world 
are often formed upon the baſis of intereſt, and 
the ſtructure of erpe dation: deſtroy either, and 


it falls to the ground. But the friendſhip which 
exiſts between brothers and ſiſters can have no 


ſuch degrading principle ſor its foundation: no 
ſeparate intereſt can weaken their attachment, ; 
no diſappointed hope can leſſen their tenderneſs; 
what promotes the happineſs of one, increaſes 
that of the other: and the ſorrows that gain ad- 


mittance into the breaſt of either, bear an equal 


participation. 
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Thus, my beloved children, finding yourſelves 
linked together by the chain of nature, how 
greatly does it behove you to ſtrengthen the ten- 
der bond, and, by mutual offices of Kindne ſs and 
affection, 
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affection, render it invulnerable to the attacks 
of the intereſted, and the attempts of the artful! 
I ſhall now produce ſome examples of thoſe who, 
by the practice of tenderneſs and affection, have 
rendered their characters reſpectable in the 
opinion of poſterity; and of others who, from 
a deficiency in thoſe amiable qualities, have en- 
tailed a diſgrace upon their I which time 
ſelf 1 is unable to eradicate. 


When the emperor Theodoſius aſcended the 
regal throne, he was not of an age to take the 
adminiſtration of affairs into his own hands; 
but, inſtead of appointing goyernors to dire& 
the actions of the youthful monarch, his ſiſter 
Pulcheria (though but a few years older than 
himſelf) was permitted not only to take the 
charge of the empire into her own hands, but 
was conſulted upon all matters of importance 
to the ſtate, When Theodoſius was old enough 
to take an active part in the government, he 


never 
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never tranſaQed any buſineſs of moment without 


the concurrence and advice of his ſiſter; and all 


hiſtorians agree in aſcribing the great qualities 


which adorned his character to the prevailing 


influence of Pulcheria's example, 


Eudoſia, the daughter of Heraclitus, an Athe- 
nian philoſopher, was, by her father's will, leſt 
joint ſharer of his eſtate with her two brothers; 
but, inſtead of their fulfilling the deſire of their 


deceaſed parent, and endeavouring to conſole 
their ſiſter for the loſs ſhe had ſuſtained, they not 
only treated her with ſtudied neglect, but re- 
ſuſed her the ſmalleſt ſhare of that property 
which was by right her own. 


Heraclitus had taken uncommon pains in his 


daughter's education; he had informed her un- 


derſtanding, embelliſhed her mind, and refined 


her manners. Poſſeſſed of advantages far ſupe- 


rior to wealth, ſhe left Athens, and going to 
Conſtantinople, 
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Conſtantinople, was introduced to Pulcheria, 
the emperor's ſiſter, to whom ſhe related the 


ſituation of her affairs, and from whom ſhe 
ſolicited redreſs. Pulcheria, ſtruck with the 
delicacy of her ſentiments, and the poliſh of 
her mind, inſtantly felt intereſted in her affairs; 
and, upon a more intimate acquaintance, diſ- 
covered that ſhe was poſſeſſed of ſuch admirable 
qualifications, that ſhe perſuaded Theodoſius to 


make her his wife. The moment her brothers 


heard of this unexpected turn in her affairs, they 


trembled at the recollection of their paſt con- 
duct, and, dreading that vengeance they de- 
ſerved, left their eſtate, and fled from Athens. 
Eudoſia, with a generoſity that 1s always atten- 
dant upon true greatneſs, felt the utmoſt con- 
cern at the terror the, had unintentionally in- 


ſpired, and, after taking every means in her 


power to convince them of her tenderneſs, at 


length prevailed with them to appear at Con- 


ſtantinople; and, after embracing them with 
the 
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the utmoſt affeRion, raiſed them to ſome of che 
- firlt employments about the court, 


Anna Commena, daughter to the emperor 
Alexias, was indeſatigable in her endeavours to 
perſuade her father to appoint her huſband his 


| ſucceſſor, and exclude a brother who had al- 
ways treated her with the moſt unbounded af- 


fection: but though the emperor loved her with 
a tenderneſs ſhe did not merit, yet he could not 
be perſuaded to act with injuſtice to a ſon who 
had never offended him; and, at his death, 


John was proclaimed emperor. That amiable. 


prince was informed, by ſome of his courtiers, 
of his ſiſter's attempts to deprive him of the 
empire; but his heart was too noble to harbour 
reſentment, or to retain a ſenſe of injuries; 
and, with a generoſity that was truly admirable, 
he not only avoided naming her former conduct, 
but loaded her with favours that evinced his 
affection: but her heart was too callous to be 

1 ſubdued 


— . — . — — 4 I mT 
3 no + 2 2 . 
* „„ — — — 
po 72 . 
— 1 — — — — — - — 
* - 2 - 1 2 - 1 Pr on — 


50 FRATERNAL AND SISTERLY LOVE, 


| ſubdued by kindneſs, and ſhe aQtually headed a 


conſpiracy to dethrone him! 


Upon the diſcovery of this iniquitous plot, 
the emperor immediately ordered her into con- 
finement; but, upon her writing him a pene- 
tential letter, and expreſling her contrition 
for her paſt conduct, he not only forgave her 
crime, but reſtored her to the poſſeſſion of his 
favour and affect ion. 


A Portugueſe veſſel having for many hours 
encountered the fury of a violent ſtorm, at 
length ſtruck upon a rock. The love of life is a 
natural impreſſion; and the hope of preſerving 
it induced part of the crew to jump into the 
boat: but their ſituation was ſo perilous when 
they entered it, that they had not time to make 
preparations for their future ſupport; and a few 
biſcuits, and a little marmalade, was all the 
{ſuſtenance they ſecured for nature. Five days 


they 


lot, 


ion 
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they encountered the fury of the elements, and 


endured the preſling call of hunger; and as 


their little ſtock of proviſion was juſt exhauſted, 


they determined upon throwing one of their 
companions overboard, that his ſhare of ſood 
might be divided amongſt the reſt, The idea was 


dreadful; but their ſituation demanded the ſad 


alternative, and a lot was to decide who was to 


be the unfortunate victim. It fell upon a mer- 
chant who had a wife and ſeveral children that 


depended upon his exertion for their ſupport, 


and who by his death would become deſtitute of 
the means of ſubſiſtence.” The merchant had a 


brother with him, a youth about eighteen years 
of age, who feeling for their diſtreſs, and being 
incapable of beholding a brother whom he 


fondly loved fall a ſacrifice to neceſſity, offered 


his life to redeem one he thought more valuable! 
The merchant, ſtruck with the youth's genero- 


ſity, and finding his affection increaſed by the 


proof he had given of it, ſtrenuoully refuſed the 
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noble offer: but the young man painted in ſuch 
glowing colours the agonizing ſenſations of his 
brother's wife, and the miſery of his children, 
that at length he was induced to accept the of- 
fered ranſom; and, after taking a moſt tender 
farewell of his brother, the gallant youth was 
precipitated into the fea! Whether the near ap- 
proach of death was the means of endearing 
life, or whether he repented having given ſo 
ſtrong an inſtance of fraternal love, I cannot 
pretend to ſay, but he ſwam after the boat, 
called to the rowers, and at length caught hold 
of the rudder. One of the crew, whoſe heart 
was dead to humanity, and whoſe breaft was a 
| firanger to compaſſion, ſnatched up à hatchet, 
and aiming = blow at the extended arm, ſevered 
the hand from the body! Agonized by torture, 
yet deſperate by deſpair, the miſerable youth 
purſued the veſſel, and with his other hand at- 
tempted to fave his life. The inhuman monſter, 
who had ſtruck one deciſſve blew, now aimed a 


ſecond, 
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ſecond, and with the ſame ſucceſs; and the hap- 
leſs youth was ſeen ſtruggling againſt the waves, 
with the ſtumps of thoſe unfortunate limbs his 
barbarity had robbed him of. At that moving 


ſpectacle humanity ſhuddered, and all the crew; 


endeavoured to ſave his life. He was taken 
into the veſſel, the bleeding limbs bound up, 
and each man offered his little ſhare of food. 
The rowers continued at their labour, and a fe 
hours after they were bleſt with the fight of 
land, A Portugueſe veſſel ſoon appeared, took, 
them on board, and conveyed. them to Liſbon 
where the amiable young man's wounds were 


| dreſſed, his filial piety applauded, and his perſon 
viewed with abſolute veneration! 


Eumenes, an Aſiatic monarch, being engaged 
in a war with the Perſians, and a report having 
been ſpread that he was killed, his brother 
Attalus, without enquiring into the truth of it, 
aſcended the throne, and married his brother's 


wy wife; 
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wife; but in a ſhort time was informed Eumenes 
was not only alive, but returning victorious to 
take poſſeſſion of his kingdom. Alarmed' at 
this intelligence, and apprehenſive of encoun- 
tering his brother's reſentment, he dreaded the 
ſight of a man whom he had injured: but the 
generous Eumenes diſcovered no ſymptoms of 
anger, when his brother, accompanied by all 
the men of conſequence, went out to meet hit, 
and congratulate him upon his ſafety; and only 
whiſpered in his ear, that he ſhould not have 
married ariother man's wife, before he had af- 
ſured himſelf her former huſband had been 
dead. 


wt the Roman cenſor, was ſo remarkably 
attached to his brother Cæpes, that, from the 
earlieſt days of childhood, he could never bear 
to be ſeparated from him: and Plutarch, in his 
life of that great man, obſerves, that they! were 
ſcarcely e ever ſeerr aſünder: and when death de- 
| prived 
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prived him of his loved companion, he felt the 


blow as the greateſt misfortune that could have 


befallen him. 


Titus, the Roman emperor, one of the greateſt 
men that ever adorned a throne, though he was 
informed that his brother Domitian had endea- 
voured to perſuade the army to rebel againſt 
him, yet always treated him with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs, and with tears of regret would often 
folicit a return of that affection which he felt in 


ſo unbounded a degree towards his unworthy 
relation. | | | 


In the conduct of Timoleon, a Corinthian 
officer, you will find another charming inſtance 
of fraternal affection. Timoleon and his bro- 
ther were both engaged in the ſame battle, and 
the fortune of war was unfavourable to both. 
Timoleon received a dreadful wound, but, 
ſmarting under the anguiſh, had the misfortune 
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| to ſet his brother fall! Unmindful of His own 
| li torture, he flew to the fpot, and beheld a fight 
| > that called forth all his tenderneſs; a brother, 
| | vhom he fondly loved, ſtretched bleeding on the 


ground, and no longer ſenſible of his ſorrow, 
or capable of returning his unbounded affection 
Inſtantly he ſpread his ſhield over the lifeleſs 
ſorm, and, dead to a ſcene of his own ſufferings, 

protected it from inſult and plunder, until 
fume of his friends appeared, who, ſtruck with 
the greatneſs of the action, carried the body 
from the field, and then fupported the amiable 
Timoleon to his tent. 
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Theſe inſtances of brotherly love, which 
have been related by ſome of the ablelt hiſtorians, 
| are ſufficiently numerous to convince you that 
ö | | Aaternal affection adds luſtre to the greateſt 
j It * characters, and that the virtuous have always 


conſidered the ties of conſanguinity as demands 
upon affetion, and claims upon tenderneſs; 


1404 but 
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but it has always deen found, that great virtues, 


and great vices, have embelliſhed and deformed 


each ſucceeding age; and I ſhall now preſent to 
your view a few characters that come under the 
deſcription of the latter. You will now behold 


affection facrificed to intereſt, tenderneſs ſup- 
planted by envy, and cruelty ſubſtituted in the 


place of benevolence. 


I ſhall begin with a ſtory from the ſacred wii- 
tings, which, though it muſt frequently have 
met your eye, poſſibly might not have made a 


deep impreſſion upon your minds. 


- Joſeph, the youngeſt but one of Jacob's 


twelve fons, was endowed by nature with a ſu- 


periority of underſtanding, and a ſweetneſs of | 
diſpoſition, that enſured him the love and eſteem 
of all his friends. The filial reſpect he paid his 
aged father, and the tender ſolieitude he con- 
ſtantly evinced for his happineſs, naturally im- 
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preſſed the old man's heart with a greater de- 
gree of tenderneſs towards him than, his other 
children; and, deſirous of evincing this fayour- 
able impreſſion, he bought him a very beautiful 
variegated coat, (which in thoſe days was 
thought faſhionable,) without purchaſing his 
other ſons one like it. This circumſtance, 
united to ſome extraordinary dreams, which 
ſeemed to foretel Joſeph's ſuture greatneſs, in- 
ſpired his brothers with ſuch a malevolent hatred 
againſt him, that they reſolved to become his 
murderers. However, one of them, who poſ- 
ſeſſed more humanity than the. reſt, diſſuaded 
them from this barbarous deſign; and, inſtead 
of murdering him, they fold him ſor a ſlave to 
ſome merchants who lived in a diſtant country. 
But, as the favour of heayen always attends 
thoſe who merit it, Joſeph was, by the hand of 
Providence, raiſed from the degrading ſituation 
of a ſlave to be the governor of Egypt; and in 
that ſtation, inſtead of puniſhing his brothers 


for 


— * ”" 


FRATERNAL AND'SISTERLY LOVE. 59 
for their inhuman conduct, he treated them with 
the greateſt kindneſs, ſent for them into Egypt, 
and gave them ſome of the moſt valuable eſtates 
in that country. un anne eich igen 24s ? 


Boleſlaus, king of Poland, was one of thoſe 
unfortunate characters who ſuffer their paſſions 


— 


to acquire an aſcendency over their principles; 
and, upon his brother, Staniſlaus, biſhop of 
Cracovia, venturing to admoniſh him upon the 
impropriety of his conduct, he gave way to one 
of his paroxyſms of fury, in which he termi- 
nated his brother's exiſtenee; but being unable 
to ſupport the torture of reſſection, and the 
pangs of remorſe, he ſoon after became a' felf- 
murderer. e e DONTE ONE ETAGHIT'>? 

Amidſt the numderleſs acts ef inhumanity 
that diſgraced the character of Queen Mary, 
tat to her ſiſter Elizabeth is a ſtriking proof 
| of the innate cruelty of her diſpoſition, 
D 6 Wholly 
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Wholly forgetful of the relationſhip between 
them, ſhe was not ſatisfied, with having her 


treated with, iaſolenee and een during her 


impriſſthment; for! no > faule) bet agel, wiſhed 


IF 


to finda hretence for taking a away her life; and 
had not her. huſband inſiſted upon her ſiſter's 


1 2, 


enlargement, in all probability ſhe would have 


accompliſhed her deteſtable deſign, 
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ON THE ADVANTAGES OF A 
GOOD EDUCATION. 
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| T I are many W entertained 

againſt the character of a learned lady; and, 
perhaps, if all ladies were profoundly learned, 
many inconveniences might ariſe from it. But 


it 
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it does not appear to me that a woman will be 
rendered leſs acceptable in the world, or worſe 
qualified to perform any part of her duty in it, 
by having employed her time from ſix to ſixteen 
in the cultivation of her underſtanding. The 
literary education of women ouglit indiſputably 
to be varied according to their fortunes and ex- 
pectations. Much refinement, and too great 


taſte for reading, will injure hex whoſe time, 


from prudential motives, muſt be engroſſed by 


economy. Few women are indeed entirely ex- 
empted from domeſtic cares; yet the opulent 
and unmarried have many intervals which ought 


to be devoted to improvement; and wherever a 


. young lady of fortune appears to poſſeſs a genius 


and inclination for learned purſuits, ſne ought 
to be permitted to indulge it; for the mind of 


- female is certainly as capable of acquiring 


knowledge as that of the other ſex; and the 
inſtances which I ſhall inſert will poſſibly prove 
the validity of this opinion, and will be ſuffi- 


cient 
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cient to confute thoſe authors who. have ns 
much pains to depreciate. the capability of a fe- 
male underſtanding. But if an enlightened mind 
muſt conſequemly be a conceited one, I ſhould 
be a ſtrenuous advocate for your remaining in 
ignorance. Or ſhould I, by endeavouring to 
improve your underſtandings, attract your incli- 
nations from the performance of thoſe duties 
which are peculiarly attached to a female 
ſation, I ſhould then have reaſon to lament my 
having beſtowed the culture, and prefer a barren 
rock to a flowing mead. But as I dread no 
ſuch melancholy effect from the improvement of 
your minds, and flatter myſelf I am laying a 


foundation for virtue, 1 fhall perſevere in the 


courſe I have began, and prefent to your view 


ſome examples of female characters, where hu- 
mility is attached to greatneſs, g entleneſs to re- 
finement, and genuine piety to ſcientific knows | 


ledge, 
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'Calphurnia, the wife of Julius Cæſar, was at 
| once the object of his love and admiration, 
Her wit amuſed, her underſtanding charmed, 
and her ſweetneſs captivated the conqueror of 
the world. Her mind had been cultivated with 
the niceſt care, and her manners were formed 
upon the moſt perfect model. Anxious to pro- 
mote the happineſs of her people, ſhe in fact 
became their idol; and it is difficult to ſay whe- 
ther ſhe was moſt venerated, loved, or eſteemed! 
Plautina, wife to the emperor Trajan, was 
as much celebrated for the ſweetneſs of her 
manners, as ſhe was for the ſolidity of her 
judgment, and the refinement of her underſtand- 
uig; and fo thoroughly was the- emperor ac- 
quainted with the capability of her intelleQual 
powers, that he always conſulted her upon 
affairs of importance: yet this flattering compli- 
ment to her abilities neither filled her with 
pride, or puffed her up with preſumption ; for 
her 
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her humility was equal to her penetration, and 
her affubility to her judgment: and ſo great was 
the aſcendeney ſhe obtained over the emperor, 
that hiſtorians aſeribe many of his noble acts to 
the influence of her virtues, 


Agrippina, wife of Germanicus, Was a woe! 
in whom were united great talents; exalted vir- 


tues, and refined delicacy. Her perfections were 


founded on an innate principle of virtue, which 
withſtood the pernicious effeQs of bad example; 
for her mother's character was as much diſ- 
graced by eenfure, as her own was adorned 
with * 0 
The Tartarian hiſtorians who are loudeſt in 
the praiſe of Tarmujin's virtues, unanimenſly 
afctibe them to his mother's influence. The 


tender age of that young prince at the death of 


his father, induced ſeveral of his trides to place 


themſelves under the protection of more expe- 


rienced 
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 rienced chiefs; but by the able conduct of his 
ſurviving parent, they were ſoon recalled to a 
ſenſe of duty; and thofe who were deaf to the 
voice of perſuaſion, were compelled by the aid 
of force; for the young prince, by the advice 
of his mother, aſſembled his army, colleQed 
his forces, and, headed by | his female general, 
eaſily conquered thoſe who. had been diſaf- 
feed. 


 Amidlt the various failings that diſgraced the 
character of Henry the Eighth, that of inatten- 
tion to his childrens' education was certainly not 
one of the number ; and the Princeſs Elizabeth 
was known to have been put under the tuition. 
of ſome of the moſt learned men of the age in 
which ſhe lived. Her abilities were of, that 
tranſcendant kind, as rather to aſtoniſh than to 
conciliate; and we find more to admire than =y 


love in her character. 
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Sir Thomas Moore, Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
land, whoſe name I have before had occaſion to 
mention, beſtowed not only a liberal, but a 
learned, education upon his three daughters, 
and they were all completely verſed both in the 
Latin and Greek languages; yet I never heard 
thoſe acquirements gave them a diſreliſh for 
domeſtic occupations; on the contrary, their 
. biographer repreſents them as dutiſul daugh-- 
ters, affectionate ſiſters, tender wives, and amla- 


ble friends. \ 


The fixteenth century has been agreed by all 
authors to have been peculiarly diſtinguiſhed by 
female excellence: It was at that period as 
much the faſhion for men of fortune to give 
their nen a learned education, as it is now 
the taſte to give them a polite one: and amongſt 
the number of thoſe who might pride them 
ſelves upon their childrens abilities, was Sir 
Anthony Cooke, one of the learned tutors to 


* 
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King Edward the Sixth, who not only engaged 

the moſt able maſters of the age to inſtruct his 
children in the learned languages, but devoted 
all his leiſure hours to their. advantage. and im- 
provement. The eldeſt, who afterwards mar- 


ried Lord Burleigh, was ſo great a proficient in 


the Greek language, that ſhe wrote a moſt ele- 
gant letter in it upon preſenting a Hebrew bible 
| to the public library at Cambridge. His ſecond 


daughter was united to Sir Nicholas Bacon, 
and, if poflible, tranſcended her. ſiſter both in 
virtue and abilities; and to the aſcendency of 
her example, and the efficacy of her precepts, 
hiforiars have aſcribed the brilliant qualities 
that adorned her ſons, His third-daughter, who 


| bad a natural taſte for poetry, at well as ſcience, 


was married to Lord John Ruſſell; and equally 
proves that an attention to ſtudy does not unfit 
the mind for the more important duties of life ; 
for Lady Ruſſel was an excellent wife, a tender 
mother, and a ſincere friend. | 3 
N f Although 
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Although education is allowed to have a moſt | 
powerful influence on the youthful mind, yet 
there have been inſtances where the depravity of 


nature, and the force-of appetite, have predo- 
minated over the moſt virtuous education; and 
where an innate propenſity to vice has defied 


the power of precept, and the influence of 
example. 


Auguſtus Cæſar was one of the moſt affec- 
tionate, and, at the ſame time, the moſt ſolici- 
tous of fathers; and to have heard his daughter 
applauded for her virtues, or praiſed for her 
abilities, would have-been one of the moſt gra- 
tifying ſounds that could have reached his ear. 
But though Julia was educated with all the de- 

heacy and refinement a parent's care could ſug- 
gelt, an innate principle of depravity prevented 
her reaping any advantage from his inſtructions; 

and her conduct at length became fo publicly 
notorious, that he was forced to baniſh her to 
the 
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1 | the iſland of Pandeteria, where ſhe languiſhed 
1 ſeveral years the | miſerable victim of uncon- 
| quered vice and illicit paſſion, 
10 Olympia, wife of Philip, king of Macedon, 
had been educated by her parents with the 
greateſt care, and the fondeſt ſolicitude, but, 
inſtead of her diſpoſition being ſoftened, and 
1 | her nature humanized, by the enlargement of 
| her underſtanding, it ſeemed only to have taught 
her the method of refining upon cruelty, and 
varying the art of barbarity. Not ſatisfied with 
employing agents to accompliſh her barbarous 
deſigus, ſhe inhumanly choſe to witneſs the 
execution of them; and would frequently pro- 
portionate the tortures ſhe inflited to her opi- 
nion of the ſufferer's ability to bear them; that, 
by. lengthening. out their miſerable exiſtence, 
ſhe might have the gratification of beholding a 


repetition of their agonies. She was herſelf 
the murdereſs of two.of her huſband's children, 
| one 
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one of whom fled for ſhelter from her fury into 


the arms of its unhappy mother: but the ſacred 


repoſitory was not able to arreſt her inhuman 


hand, or ſave the wretched victim of her reſent- 


ment. The dreadful blow was ſtruck, although 
the diſtracted parent offered her life to ſave that 


of her child! 


Irene, empreſs of Conſtantinople, though ſhe 


had not had a learned education, yet had re- 


ceived ſuch a one as would have fitted her for 
the exalted ſtation ſhe was deſtined to fill, had 
not the propenſities of an over-bearing ſpirit 
counteracted all the attempts of her parents to 
render her an amiable character. Though ſhe 
had always been treated with gentleneſs and 
kindneſs by her mother, yet, when ſhe bore 
that endearing name, her breaſt was a total f 
ſiranger to all thoſe tender ſenſations that are 
uſually connected with it; and, inſtead of treat- 
ing her ſon Porphyrogenitus with that gentleneſs 


which 
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which would have enſured his affeftion, ſhe 
adopted a mode of ſeverity which. was rather 
calculated to inſpire his hatred. As the empe- 
ror died when his ſon was only ten years old, 
Irene took the adminiſtration of public affairs 
into her own, hands; and, delighted at the ho- 
mage ſhe received in that ſituation, refuſed to 
relinquiſh it when her ſon was old enough to 
aſſume it himſelf; and, upon. diſcovering that 
he was endeavouring to form à party of his. 
own, ſhe actually chaſtifed him with her own 
hands, and confined him to his apartment. She 
then compelled. him+to marry a woman of low 
origin, although he was tenderly attached to a 
princeſs to whom he had long been betrothed. 
At length, finding that the army murmured 
againſt her authority, and were only inelined to 
acknowledge Porphyrogenitus for their ſove- 
reign, ſhe procured ſome aſſaſſins to inhumanly 
murder the young prince as he was returning to 
Conſtantinople unattended by his guards. 

| An 
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An inhuman parent is certainly the greateſt 
monſter in the creation, and is an abſolute con- 
tradition to the very law of nature, which” 
even inſpires the brutes with ſenſations of 
love and tenderneſs for their offspring! Vet 
hiſtory has handed down to poſterity a few in- 
ſtances of ſuch degeneracy, to prove how com- 


pletely depraved human nature can be, when 


left to the dominion of its own paſſions, and 


the entire guidance of its vicious propen- 


ſities. 


Cleopatra, widow of Demetrius, king of 
Syria, having aſſumed the reins of government 
during the minority of her ſon Seleucus, was ſo 
exaſperated with him for attempting to diminiſh 


her authority, by taking them into his own 
hands, that, in a. fit of rage and fury, ſhe 


plunged a dagger into his boſom, to ſecure her- 
ſelf the continuance of her power. 


' Polydectus, 
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Polydectus, king of Sparta, not knowing 
that his queen was pregnant, ordained that his 
brother Lycurgus ſhould become his ſucceſſor, 
The queen, who: had long ſelt a criminal at- 
tachment for that great lawgiver, upon the 
death of her huſband, informed him of her 
ſituation, offering to kill the child, if he would 


| conſent to marry, her. Lycurgus, ſhocked at 


this proof of parental inhumanity, yet fearful of 
offending a woman capable of it, diſguiſed his 
real intentions, and amuſed her with profeſſions 
of his regard until the birth of the child, when, 


taking it from its cruel mother, he preſented it 


to the nobles as their future king, and reſigned 
his claim to that title. 


I have mentioned theſe inſtances of parental 
barbarity, to prove the neceſſity there is for en- 
deavouring to ſubdue the paſſions, and to form 
the principles; for if parents can be forgetful 
of the duties they owe their children, how much 


. \ more 
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; WW more likely is it that children ſhould become 
s forgetful of the duty they owe their parents! 
i But human nature is compoſed of ſuch fragile 
. materials, that the moſt cautious conduct cannot 
e preſerve it free from blemiſhes; and fo prone is 
it to error, and ſo liable to failing, that it is 
d BB impoſſible to attain perfection: yet, where the 
i WU paſſions are under the guidance of principle, 
of and a virtuous intention inſpires the conduct, 
is vice can never find admiſſion into the heart, nor 
1$ depravity corrupt it by its baneful influence. 
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| To know how to ſupport adverſity, is to W Afflictions are 
ſent for the exerciſe of xirtue. 


We are all ſurrounded and beſet with evils; and as they cannot be avoided, 


the mind ought to be prepared for encountering them. : Seneca. 


* 


— — — — — 


ERE are many things that are termed 
evils, which often turn out to the advan- 
tage of thoſe that ſuffer them; but as they are 


appointments of heaven, they ought always to 
as be 
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de ſupported with reſignation and fortitude. 


Liſe has ever been conſidered as a ſtate of un- 
certainty, full of viciſſitudes, anxieties, and 


fears. The faireſt proſpects may be ſuddenly 


overſhadowed, and the brighteſt ſunſhine ob- 


ſcured by elouds of darkneſs. 

As you are placed in a ſtate ſo full of variety, 
and as pleaſure is allowed to be ſo tranſitory, 
how neceſlary is it that you ſhould endeavour to 
arm yourſelves againſt the approaches of misfor- 
tune, that you may riſe ſuperior to its attacks! 
A virtuous mind, ſtruggling with affliction, has 
reſources in itſelf, which the vicious are unac- 


quainted with; and ſupports, which they can - 


never expect to receive. In proſperity they 
negle& their Maker, and in adverſity they dare 
not hope for his aſſiſtance; they therefore ſink 


under calamity, and tremble at the approach of 
diſtreſs, 
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Thoſe writers who have wiſhed to exalt the 
abilities of their own ſex, by depreciating the 
mental faculties of ours, have endeavoured to 
prove, that the female mind is neither calcu- 
lated for ſuſtaining misfortunes with reſignation, 
or calamities with fortitude; imagining there 
muſt be a natural connection between delicacy 
of body and weakneſs of mind. Though ſoft- 
neſs and ſenſibility. are certainly the characte- 
riſtics of our ſex, yet thoſe amiable qualities 
are often united with a firmneſs to endure, and 
2 capability to ſultain, the greateſt hardſhips: 
and hiſtory records many inſtances wherein fe- 
menine fortitude has not only learned to endure 
calamity, but 10 deſpiſe exiſtence; of which 
the following are ſtrik ing examples. 


In the reign of Claudius, the Roman empe- 
ror, Arria, wife of Cæcinna Peetus, was an 
illuſtrious pattern of magnanimity and conjugal 
affection. It happened that her huſband, and 

| : | only 
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only ſon, were both attacked with a violent and 
dangerous indiſpoſition. The young man was 
endowed with every quality of mind and perſon 
that could endear him to a parent's heart, and 


render his loſs one of the ſevereſt misfortunes it 


| could ſuſtain: but the unhappy mother was not 


only doomed to encounter it, but compelled to 


wear a ſmiling countenance when her heart was 
labouring under the moſt agonizing affliaion; 


for had Pœtus known the calamity that had be- 
fallen him, in all probability it would have been 


fatal to his own exiſtence; and whenever he 
enquired after the ſituation of his ſon, ſhe en- 


deavoured to quiet his anxiety by the pious de- 


ception of ſaying he was better; though, upon 


thoſe occaſions, ſhe was always obliged to find 
ſome pretence for leaving the apartment, to 
hide her emotions, and diſguiſe her tears; and 


would then return with a countenance compoſed 
by reſignation, and a mind ſupported by forti- 
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Some time after the misfortune of having loſt 
his ſon, Poetus was apprehended for having 


: eſpouſed the cauſe of Camillus Scribeninanus, 


governor of Dalmatia, who had raiſed an army 
with an intent of depoſing the emperor. When 
the guards were going to conduct him from 


Dalmatia to Rome, Arria beſought their permiſ- 
ſion to be admitted into the ſame ſhip; and, 


upon their inhumanly refuſing her requeſt, ſhe 
hired a ſmall fiſhing boat, and, unmindful of 
the danger that attended the undertaking, boldly 
ventured to follow the ſhip, and then obtained 
the emperor's permiſſion to accompany the 
object of her affection to the dreary dungeon 
that was prepared for him, where, by acts of 
tenderneſs, and proofs of affection, ſhe endea- 
voured to make him forget his misfortunes. 
Whether it was the tenderneſs that Pcetus bore 
to the amiable Arria, or that death by the hand 
of an executioner appeared armed with an in- 


creaſe of terrors, I cannot pretend to ſay, but 


his 
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his mind ſunk under his misfortunes, and all the 
exertions of., Arria, to raiſe and ſupport it, 
proved ineffectual. The day before that fixed 
for his execution, ſhe endeavoured to perſuade 
him to ſave himſelf the miſery of a public diſ- 
grace, by a voluntary extinction of his own 


exiſtence; but, finding her arguments fail, and 


that her | huſband's reſolution was not equal to 


her own, ſhe drew a dagger from under her 
robe, plunged it into her breaſt,” and drawing it 
inſtantly out, preſented. it to him with a ſmile, 
faying, Is is not painful, my Pœtus.“ 

: When the tyrant Nero had iſſued a warrant 
for the death of that great philoſopher Seneca, 
(who had been both his friend and tutor, his 
wife Paulina firmly reſolved to die with the ob 
ject of her affection, and all his arguments to 
diſſuade her from her fatal purpoſe ſeemed but 
to ſtrengthen it. At length be reluctantly 
yielded to her deſire, and their veins were 
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opened at the ſame time. Paulina undaunted 
beheld che ſtream of life flowing in a rapid 
courſe, and appeared to hail the happy moment 
that would place her beyond the power of a 
tyrant, and eternally unite her to the huſband 
of her love. This enlivening reflection was 


ſoon deſtroyed, by a total inſenſibility pervading 


her faculties, and a general laſſitude ſeizing her 


frame. In that ſituation ſhe was removed from 


the apartment where her huſband was ſtationed, 


and carried into the air, where her domeſtics 
(by whom ſhe was adored) reſolved to try and 
preſerve a life they fo highly valued; and, after 
binding up her arms, they forced a reviving 
cordial into her mouth; and, by perſuaſion and 
intreaties, at length reconciled her to exiſ- 


tence, 


Sabinus, a general in the Roman army, having 
attempted to gain poſſenon of the empire, was 
fruſtrated in his deſigns by the diſcovery of his 

plan, 


[ 
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d i plan, and was then forſaken by thoſe very men 
d who had aided his ambitious views. As a high ; | 
at reward was oFered for apprehending his perſon, | 
a the forlorn Sabinus knew not where to ſecrer® | 
d MW it; but at length recollecting there was à re- | 
AS mote cavern at no great diſtance from his coun- | 
8 try ſeat, he reſolved to fly thither, in hopes of 
er avoiding the emperor's fury. A fervant, whoſe | 
m fidelity had long been tried, was the only per- þ | 
d, fon who was privy to his deſign; as bis wife 'Y 
cs Eponia was not with him at the time the treaſon {| 
nd vas diſcovered. As ſoon as Sabinus was lodged || 


in a place of ſecurity, the ſervant was ordered || 
to ſet fire to the houſe, that it might be gene- „ 
rally imagined his maſter had periſhed in the | 
flames. The plan ſucceeded, and that idea i 
univerſally prevailed. Eponia, who loved her | 
| huſband with the moſt unbounded tenderneſs, 
ng lamented his loſs with an exceſs of ſorrow that 
As threatened to terminate her own exiſtence ; and 


his the faithful ſervant, ſhocked at her altered ap- 
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pearance, at length revealed the ſecret which 


had been committed to his truſt, With a heart 


animated with joy, and glowing with affection, 
the-amiable Eponia flew to the cavern, and in 
the embraces of the man ſhe loved forgot all 


her former miſery! It was impoſſible ſhe could 


reſide conſtantly with him, from an apprehen- 


ſion of creating” ſuſpicion ; but ſhe made fre- 


quent excuſes to her friends for abſenting her- 
ſelf from Rome, and then, by offices of kind- 


_ neſs, and proofs. of affection, made Sabinus's 


confinement loſe all its gloomineſs. In this 


manner ſhe paſſed nine years, and her frequent 
abſence only then began to create ſuſpicion ; 
her viſits were watched; and the unfortunate 
Sabinus diſcovered! The wretched - Eponia, 
agonized with fear, and tortured with apprehen- 
ſion, inſtantly preſſed through the guards, and, 
with a child in each hand, threw herſelf at 
Veſpaſian's feet, and, with all the eloquence of 
unfeigned ſorrow, beſought him to ſpare the ſa- 

ther 
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ther of her unfortunate children! The emperor 
appeared moved at the exceſs of her grief, and 


attempted to conſole it, yet rigidly adhered to 


the decrees of juſtice; which Eponia perceiving, 
roſe from her poſture-of humiliation, and, af- 
ter reproaching him with his inhumanity, told 
him, the affection which had induced her to 
ſhare her huſband's captivity, now urged her to 
become the partner of his ſufferings; and though 
he had the means of taking away their lives, 
he ſhould not have the power of ſeparating 


them ; for one ſepulchre ſhould contain them 
both. | 


When the Moguls were befieging Minchew 


| (a Chineſe city) the governor, after a valorous 


defence, at length found himſelf obliged to 
yield ; but ſending for his wife, he informed her 
his life muſt fall a ſacrifice to his foes, yet that 
he had ſecured a place of ſafety for her and her 
ſons, and a faithful guide would conduct them 


to 


7 
— 


— - 


86 FORTITUDE. 


to it; adding, that he was prepared to meet his 
fate with fortitude, now he had provided for 
her ſecurity. After expreſſing her thanks for 
that inſtance of his affection, ſhe tenderly em- 


braced him, declaring, at the ſame time, that 


no force ſhould ſeparate them; for as the had 
ſhared with him the pleaſures of exiflence, ſo 
would ſhe be his partner in the pangs of death. 


The prince of Jaſkes having. refuſed to pay 
tribute to the emperor of Perſia, the latter ſent 


2 large body of troops into his province, with 


ofdcrs to take the prince into cuſtody, and 
bring him into the preſence of his imperial ma- 
jeſty. The orders were rapidly executed, the 
prince's perſon ſecured,” and the army on their 
return with the royal captive, when the princeſs 
of Jaſkes overtook them. She had heard of 
her huſband's misfortune, and having aſſembled 
all his troops, put herſelf at their head, and 
travelled with ſuch aſtoniſhing rapidity, that in 

| | | a few 
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a few days the came up with the emperor's 
guards, whom {he ſurpriſed when they were 
fleeping, and having killed the general, and cut 


off the greateſt part of his troops, ſhe returned 


triumphant into Jaſkes, accompanied by her 
huſband. 


In a conteſt between the emperor of Germany 


and the duke of Bavaria, the latter was obliged, 
with his followers, to retreat to the caſtle of 
Wenſburgh, and ſolicit terms of capitulation. 
The emperor conſented, and a truce was granted 
for the drawing them up: but the ducheſs of 


Bavaria, not pollefling an exalted idea of the 
emperor's honour, preſented herſelf before him, 
and requeſted that herſelf, and the ladies in her 


train, might have permiſſion to leave the caſtle 
with as great a load as each could carry. And 
Conrade imagining they intended conveying 
away their jewels and trinkets, politely gave 
them his permiſſion: but how was his aſtoniſh- 

ment 
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ment called forth, at beholding them all totter- 
ing under the weight of their different huſ- 
bands, and ſecuring from his power the choiceſt 


treaſure they poſſeſſed! It is ſaid that he was ſo 


affected at the ſpectacle, that he burſt into a 
flood of tears. | 


Seneca, in his account of the life of Octavia, 


fays, there never was a princeſs more deſerving 


of happineſs, or one who poſſeſſed fo ſmall a 
ſhare of it. Her whole life was one continued 
ſeaſon of miſery and vexation; and it might 
be politively affirmed, that ſhe died without 
having taſted one day of happineſs! By the artful 
intrigues of her mother-in-law, ſhe was pre- 
vented marrying the man whoſe virtues had 
made an impreſſion, on her youthful heart, and 
compelled to unite herſelf to one whoſe. vices had 
created her abhorrence. Her beauty was as 
altoniſhing as her wiſdom ; and her virtue could 
only be equalled by her prudence. In a wicked 

and 
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and abandoned age, ſurrounded: by temptations; 


and befet with vices, her conduct was always 
irreproachable; and though every ſcene of de- 
pravity was practiſed in the court, her apart- 
ments where the abode of purity; and the re- 
ceptacle of virtue. Vet theſe perſections were 
deſtined to be the poſſeſſion of a man who could 
neither feel their value, or appreciate their 
worth; and, inſtead of cheriſhing them as a 
treaſure above all price, he firſt deſpiſed, and 
then deſtroyed,” them! Amidſt the variety of 


enormities that diſgraced Nero's character, none 


create a greater degree of abhorrence than his 
conduct to the amiable and much injured Octa- 
via. So greatly was ſhe beloved, and ſo highly 
was ſhe venerated, by all ranks of people, that 
the ſlighteſt murmur from her would have rouſed 
them againſt the author of her' ſufferings: but, 
inſtead of repining at the indignities ſhe' ſuf- 
tained, or attempting to injure her oppreſſor, 
ſhe ſubmitted with fortitude to the eruelty of her 
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deſtiny, and patiently awaited the arrival of 
| that period which would relieve her from the 
tyranny of an inhuman huſband, who, deſirous 
of raiſing an abandoned proſtitute to the throne, 
had the inhumanity to accuſe that virtue which 
was unſpotted, and that delicacy which ca- 
lumny could not ſtain! When the moment ar- 
rived that power triumphed over principle, and 
the unhappy Octavia's life was ſacrificed to an un- 
lawful paſſion, ſhe met her fate with the calmneſs 
of a philoſopher, and the compoſure of a ſaint, 


In the examples of fortitude which have 
been preſented to your view, I have choſen 
an exalted, rather than a common, ſtation of life, 
to prove that an exemption from misfortunes 
is not the lot of humanity; and likewiſe to 
convince you, that, though a fplendid ſituation 
is allowed to enervate the mind, and render it 
incapable of great exertions, yet, where the 
principles have been taught firmneſs, and the 


paſſions 
A 


* 


paſſions ſubſervience, it rather inſpires than 


deſtroys greatneſs. 


When you are admiring the conjugal affec- 
tion of Arria and Paulina, it is neceſſary you 
ſhould refle&t that the ſame mode of conduct 
would be diſgraceful in a Chriſtian. To de- 
ſpiſe death, or meet it with open arms, was the 
grand baſis of Roman virtue; and acts of ſui- | 
cide were dignified with applauſe: but in this 
enlightened age, both religion and revelation 
teach us the heinouſneſs of the crime! To 


refuſe ſupporting thoſe afflictions which heaven 
decrees, and to ruſh uninvited into the preſence 
of an offended God, can only be the action of a 
madman, or the premeditation of an athieſt. 
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BEAUTY. 
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SENTIMENTS. 

Beauties in vain their pretty eyes may roll. 

Charms ſtrike the fight; but merit wins the ſoul, Pipe. 
Beauty, as a flowery bloſſam, ſoon fades: but the divine excellencies of the 


mind, like the medicinal virtues of a plant, remain in it when all thoſe charms 
are withered. 


Ar HOUGH beauty is Mlowed to be one 
of the moſt deſirable, it certainly is one 


of the moſt dangerous, poſſeſſions that can fall 
to the lot of nner It lays them open to the 


malignancy 
- 


@ 
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malignancy of the envious, the artifices of the 
profligate, and the temptations of the deſigning; 
and, unleſs it is guarded by principle, and de- 
fended by prudence, it becomes the deſtruQion 
of virtue, and the ruin of innocence. Even 
when adorned with thoſe attractive graces, it 
has ſometimes been the ſource of the ſevereſt 
misfortunes” A remarkable inſtance of the 
truth of this aſſertion 1s to be met with in the 
early part of the Hiſtory of England, which I 
fhall relate for your amuſement, amidſt a variety 
of others, which will convince you that beauty 
derives 1ts greateſt ornament from virtue; and 
that lovelineſs, unattended by purity, is both 
the diſgrace and the ruin of its poſſeſſor. ws 
The heart of the youthful monarch Edwy 
was enſlaved and captivated by the tranſcendant 
charms of the princeſs Egilve; but as eecleſi- 
altic authority was at that time very powerful 
in England, it was neceſſary that he ſhould ob- 
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tain the conſent of the clergy before he ventured 
to eſpouſe his couſin. Whether from pique, pro- 


pricty, or prejudice, they oppoſed the marriage, 


it is not eaſy to determine; but the ties of con- 
ſanguinity Was the reaſon they alledged, and 
the king was threatened with eccleſiaſtical ven- 
geance if he ated in oppolition to their decree, 


It was in vain that this youthfal monarch de- 


. clared the ſtrength of his- attachment, and his 


inability to ſurmount it, or deſcribed the virtues 
and excellencies of the object who had inſpired 


it; the fiat was given, and they were inexora- 


ble. Exafperated at their oppolition, and en- 


raged at their. arrogance, the. king reſolved to 


brave their authority, and in an evil hour was 
united to the object of his love. As ſoon as the 
enraged. biſhops were informed of the meaſure 


he had adopted, their fury knew no bounds, 


and feducing the ſoldiery from their allegiance, 


they broke into the apartment of their ſovereign, 
tore the terrified: Egilve from the embraces of 
her 


BEAUTY. 95 


her lord, and delivering her to the infatuated 
guards, commanded them to deſtroy with burn- 
ing irons thoſe charms which had ſubdued their 
monarch's heart. After this act of inhuman 
barbarity had been executed, the unfortunate 


princeſs was ſent over into Ireland, where the 


account of her injuries, and the affability of 
her manners, ſoon attracted the affections of 
the people. Her wounds were healed; and her 
beauty, though flightly obſcured, was by no 
means effaced. A party of her friends attended 
her to England; and the proſpect of once more 


beholding the huſband of her affections rendered 
her ſuperior to the dread of danger. But, alas! 


her ſecurity ſoon proved her deſtruction; for 
her enemies, having received information of 
her deſign, met her at Glouceſter, and, with an 
inhumanity that would have diſgraced a favage, 
not only deprived her of her exiſtence, but 
made her ſuffer the moſt eruel and agoni ing 
death. 


Elfrida, 
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Elfrida, daughter to the earl of Devonſhire, 


was a woman of ſuch exquiſite beauty, that its 


fame extended even to young Edgar's court, 


meds 208; 5d * *——— — — 
—_ „ 


= having at that time no prior attachment, he re- 
| ſolved to declare himſelf her ſuitor, if ſhe 
i really poſſeſſed thoſe tranſcendant charms which 


| 
| | Being a ſtrong admirer of female beauty, and 


| rumour had aſcribed to her. Not chuſing to 


De —ͤ 2 ¶ ¶·— aͤ !v!]ñ. 


publiſh his intention until he was convinced it 


— 
— 
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would not be likely to produce repentance, he 


made a confidant of the earl of Ethel wold, de- 


firing him to make a pretence for viſiting El- 
18 frida's father, and if he found the young lady 
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as lovely as was reported, declare the honour 


that was intended her. Anxious to promote 


his royal maſter's wiſhes, Ethelwold imme- 
diately began his journey, and ſoon arrived at 
the earl of Devonſhire's; but the moment he 
beheld the fair Elfrida, his fidelity became the 


ſacrifice of his affection, and, inſtead of pro- 
* his maſter's paſſion, he declared his 


own! 


. 
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own! Ethelwold was the known favourite of 
his ſovereign, and ſuch a man was not likely to 
meet with a refuſal from the earl of Devon- 
ſhire, who not only conſented to the union, but 
agreed that the marriage ſhould remain private, 
until the Earl could formally obtain the king's 
conſent. On his return to court, he informed 
Edgar, that it mult have been the high birth and 
immenſe fortune of the earl of Devonſhire's 
daughter that had occaſioned the tongue of fame 
to be ſo loud in the praiſe of her charms, as 
they were far inferior to what he had expected, 
and by no means ſufficient to attract the king's 
affection. Edgar, ſatisfied with his favourite's 


account, entirely relinquiſhed his deſign, and 
new purſuits obliterated the fair Elfrida from 


his imagination, Some months had elapſed, 


when Ethelwold informed his ſovereign, that, 


though the earl of Devonſhire's daughter was 


not poſſeſſed of ſufficient charms to render her a 
deſirable match for. a king, yet her immenſe 


F fortune 
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fortune was ſufficiently attractive to make her an 
object of deſire to one of his ſubjects, and there- 


fore requeſted his approbation to the alliance. 


Edgar inſtantly conſented; and Ethelwold pub- 
licly received the hand which had before becn 
beſtowed. upon him in private. A thouſand 
pretences were formed for detaining the lovely 
bride in the country; for though Ethel wold had 
been blinded by the exceſs of paſſion before his 
marriage, he ſoon afterwards began to dread the 
effects of his ſovereign's diſpleaſure. To be- 
come the favourite of a monarch, is a certain 
method to obtain the diſregard of his courtiers, 


and Ethel wold felt the truth of the obſervation; 
for thoſe who envied the favour he poſſeſſed, 


were anxious to eſtabliſh their own upon his 


ruin. Edgar was appriſed of his fayourite's 
conduct, and, exaſperated at the idea of having 
been deprived the poſſeſſion of ſo lovely an ob- 


ject, inſtantly reſolved to have vengeance for 


the perfidy. Diſguiſing his reſentment, and 


ſmothering 
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finothering his rage, he one morning told Ethel- 


wold that he purpoſed going to his caſtle, and 
paying his compliments to the bride, deſiring 
him, at the ſame time, to prepare for their im- 


_ mediate departure, The affrighted earl, terrified 


at the apprehenſion of the king's diſpleaſure, 


yet incapable of forming any plan by which he 


could avoid it, requeſted permiſfion to precede 
his royal gueſt, and make preparations for the 
honoured viſit. A few ſhort hours was all the 
time that Edgar would allow, and thoſe the earl 


employed in pleading the ſtrength of his attach- 
ment to his wife, and urging her to veil (as 


much as poſſible) thoſe charms that had robbed 
him of his fidelity. Though Elfrida's beauty 
was tranfcendant, her virtue was certainly ob- 
ſeured by vanity; for the idea of becoming 
miſtreſs of a throne, and obtaining an aſcen- 
dency over the youthful monarch's heart, in- 
duced her to forſake her duty, and become re- 
gardleſs of her huſband's ſafety! Inſtead of en- 


F 2 deavouring 


it 

Il 

I 

| | 1 WEED | | BEAUTY. 
ll deavouring to obſcure her charms, ſhe ſtudied 
Il the moſt likely method of making them al- 

1 | luring, and ſucceeded ſo effectually in her de- 

! | ſign, that the heart of Edgar was inſtantly en- 

i | 0 ſlaved! Burning with rage, and glowing with 

N | reſentment, he invited the unſuſpicious Ethel- : 
| | | wold to hunt with him in a wood adjoining his 

1 | _ caſtle, and there with a dagger avenged the in- 
II! juries he had ſuſtained. | Elfrida was eaſily per- 

| I ſuaded to accept the hand of her huſband's 

jj lf murderer; and, when ſeated on a throne, to- 
I tally forgot the inhuman means by which ſhe |} 
| | had aſcended it. | 

175 


| = Cleopatra, daughter to Ptolemy, king of 
| Egypt, and joint ſucceſſor with her brother 
to that throne, was a young woman whole 
beauty 'of perſon' could only be equalled by 
the brilliancy of her underſtanding: in her 
were united all the perfections that allure, and 
all the charms that captivate and enſlave the 

6 mind. 
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mind. Her wit was refined by judgment, her 


taſte improved by ſcience, and her manners 
formed by the hands of the graces. Thus 
favoured by nature, and improved by art, 


Cleopatra was at once the object of admira- 


tion and contempt: her virtue fell a ſacrifice 


to her charms, and her innocence became the 
victim of her vanity. | 


Anna Bullen, wife of Henry the Eighth, 
was one of the moſt lovely women of the age 
in which ſhe lived, and her beauty was at Once 
the means of her exaltation and debaſement. 
The inhuman being who had raiſed her to the 
poſſeſſion of a throne, became ſuſpicious of the 
charms which had attracted his capricious mind, 
and attributing the openneſs of innocence to 
the effects of guilt, he pretended to doubt the 
exiſtence of her virtue; and, by the force of 
artifice, and the prevalence of power, at length 
convicted her for infidelity. The beauty which 
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Had once captivated, no longer charmed; and 


her acceſſion to a throne was the fatal means 
that led her to the ſcaffold! 
All authors have been unanimous in defcrib- 


ing the perſon of Mary, queen of Scotland, 25 
formed by elegance, and refined by grace. 


Had ſhe been leſs beautiful, ſhe might have been 


more virtuous; and had ſhe poſſeſſed fewer attrac- 


tions, ſhe might have been more entitled to pity, 


From the inſtances I have now related, you 
are not to imagine, my dear girls, that I think 
either vice or misfortune are peculiarly attached 
to charms ; but I have ſelected them with the 
view of proving, that, though beauty 1s by 
many of your ſex conſidered as an ineſtimable 
treaſure, it often proves the bane of its poſſeſ- 


lors peace, and the deſtroyer of their happineſs. 


nd 


103 


HUMILITY CONTRASTED . 
WITH PRIDE. 
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SENTIMENTS, 


Why ſhould we value ourſelves upon nobility of blood, when we conſider- 
that the original of all mankind was the ſame? 


It is only a clear conſcience, and an upright heart, that can make a man 
truly noble. 


It is the part of a good and wife man to deal with his inferiors as he would 


wiſh his ſuperiors to deal with him, Seneca. 
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S man is of all creatures the moſt depen- 


dent, how little pretence can he have for 


aſſuming an arrogant ſuperiority over his fel- 
lows! for even the comforts of a prince are de- 


5 rived 
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rived from the ſervices and attentions of his 
ſubjects. The higher a human being is exalted, 
the greater is his dependence upon the aid of 
others; for it has frequently been obſerved, 
that the mind, inſtead of acquiring indepen- 


dence by power, is apt to degenerate into total 


imbecility, and the moſt trifling efforts become 


abſolute exertions. 


Although the truth of this obſervation is uni- 
verſally allowed, how continually. do we behold 
external grandeur diſgraced by overbearance, and 
nobility debaſed by the practice of ſuperci- 
liouſneſs | 


- But if pride and arrogance have the power of 


rendering age contemptible, they are the cer- 
tain means of making youth deſpicable ; tor 


that is the period of life in which gentleneſs 
ſhould be peculiarly cultivated, and condeſcen- 
ſion invariably practiſed. 

We Amit 


* 
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Amidſt the various calls upon your gentleneſs 
and kindneſs, few have ſtronger claims than 
thoſe who are conſtantly contributing to the 
eaſe of your perſon, and the comforts of your 
exiſtence. Seneca obſerves, that-we ſhould/not 
only conſider our ſervants as our fellow-crea- 
tures, but our humble friends, whom fortune 
has no more power over than their maſters. 
« Why (ſays that great man) ſhould not a brave 
action rather dignify the condition of a ſervant, 
| W than the condition of a ſervant leſſen a brave 


action?“ 


If you would obtain the faith of ſervants, you 
muſt baniſh their fear; yet, by blending kind- 


neſs with reſerve, always inſure to yourſelf {04 
their docility and reſpect. Ry, 1 


The fidelity of a ſervant has frequently with 14 
n- ſtood the attacks of bribery, the perſuaſions 
1 5 +34 | 1 
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of power, and even diſdained the preſervation 
of exiſtence; as I ſhall ſhew from the following 
examples: 


A large reward was offered for apprehending 
the perſon of Charles the Second, at the time 
he had eſcaped from the purſuit of his enemies, 
Fatigued with travelling, and exhauſted by fear, 


the king arrived at the caſtle of one of his fol- 


lowers. The moment he entered, he requeſted 
a tumbler of wine, to enable him to purſue his 
intended journey. The butler, not returning 
with it immediately, the king followed him 
into the cellar; but was terrified and aſtoniſhed 
at beholding the man drop upon his knee, and 
preſent the glaſs. 4 Do you know me?” ſaid 
the king, « Yes, and pleaſe your majeſty,” 
replied the man: © And know alſo how to pre- 
ſerve my own honour; for I would loſe my life 
rather than become an informer.” 


Two 
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Two ſervants made their eſcape from a town 
that was beſieged by the Romans, and imme- 
diately joined the enemy's forces. A ſhort 
time after, the place was ſubdued, and the 
Roman army entered in triumph. All the 


outrages that lawleſs fury could commit, the 


wretched inhabitants were deſtined to ſuſtain 


themſelves, their children, and their property, 


fell victims to the rapacious ſoldiery! The 
men who, had ſo lately joined the Romans, re- 
queſted they might be allowed to puniſh the 
miſtreſs they had ſerved for her oppreſſive inhu- 
manity towards them; and having obtained it, 
went directly to the houſe, poſſeſſed themſelves 
of the moſt portable of her valuables, and then 
with ſcourges drove her through the ranks until 
| they came to the city gate. As ſoon as they 
had paſſed it, and no one could witneſs their 
behaviour, they reſtored her treaſures, intreated 
her forgiveneſs, and aſſured her it was the only 
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method they could have adopted to ſave her ruin 


or preſerve her exiſtence. 


In the civil wars of Rome, a party of ſoldiers 
went to the houſe of a man of quality, who 
was proſcribed, with a view of fulfilling the 
orders of their commander, and depriving the 


unfortunate nobleman of his life. A ſervant, 


long tried in fidelity and attachment, perceiving 


them approach, and ſuſpecting their deſigns, 
inſtantly flew to his lord's apartment, and hur- 
rying on his robes, preſented himſelf before 
them. The ſoldiers, deluded by the heroic de- 
ception, joyſully made him their priſoner; and, 
before the pious fraud could be diſcovered, his 


life was ſacrificed to their fury and reſentment, 


Theſe inſtances of fidelity and attachment 
are ſufficient to prove that exalted ſentiments 
are the gift of nature, not the fortuitous effects 
of chance or ſituation, and that a noble mind 


may 
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may be the attendant of an humble fortune. 
If, by the praQice of humility and kindneſs, 
you could obtain the attachment of ſuch a cha- 
racter, even the baſe principle of ſelf- advantage 
would point out the neceſſity for that mode of 


conduct. 


- 


But in no circumſtance of life is condeſcenſion 
of manners ſo eſſentially neceſſary to be adopted 
as in the method of conferring favours; for a 
benefit beſtowed with pride and oſtentation, is 
the produce of ambition, not the et of bene- 
volence, Seneca obſerves, that no obligation can 


be perfect, unleſs it is beſtowed with delicacy, 


| humanity, good-nature, and addreſs: and adds, 
it is ſo grievous a thing to ſay the word, „1 
beg,” that the very mention of it puts a man 
out of countenance. 

The fear of expoſing poverty often deters 
the poſſeſſor from diſcloſing a ſituation that re- 


quires 
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quires the aſſiſtance of friendſhip; a remarkable 


| inſtance of which is related by the author I 


have juſt quoted. 


A Roman of ſome diſtinction, was reduced 


from a ſtate of affluence to one of abſolute 


poverty; yet the ſame independence of mind 
which had attended him in an exalted followed 


him into his humble ſituation. But that pride 


which prevented him from» ſoliciting aſſiſtance, 
could not guard him from feeling that he ſtood 
in need of it. His ſpirits ſunk, his health de- 
clined, and nature ere for its accuſtomed 


ſupports! 


A friend, whoſe delicacy of mind could only 


be equalled by the generoſity of his heart, hear- 


ing, by accident, of the proud man's misfor- 


tunes, inſtantly went to viſit him; but, inſtead 


of wounding his feelings by a diſplay of bene- 


volence, ſat by his bedſide, and adminiſtered 


cordials 


tic 
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cordials for the recovery of his health; and oc- 
cupied in that tender employment, contrived to 
flip a purſe under the pillow, containing a ſuf- 


ficient ſum to ſupply him with preſent comforts, 


and provens his ſuffering future exigencies. 


How noble, how exalted, is ſuch an action! 
How greatly to be admired the character which 
was capable of it! And how muſt the benefit 
have been augmented by the manner of beſtow- 


ing it! 


It is a general obſervation, that thoſe who 
are raiſed from an humble to an exalted ſitua- 


tion, are moſt apt to cheriſh pride, and practiſe | 
- arrogance ; yet hiſtory records ſeveral inſtances 


which counteraQts that received opinion, 


Catherine the Firſt of Rufliaz from a dependent 
on the pariſh, was exalted to the dignified ſta- 
tion of an n empreſs on a a throne; ; yet, amidſt the 


ſplendous 
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ſplendour of a court, ſhe never forgot the po. 
verty of a cottage, and beſtowed the greateſt 


rewards vpop thoſe, who had befriended her in 
diltreſhg?, 8 ok F 5 $07 « 


One of Yap emperon of China babe been 
captivated with the beauty of a maſon's daugh- 


ter, immediately made her the partner of his 


throne. The amiable empreſs, being thoroughly 


acquainted with the weakneſs of human nature, 
became apprehenſive of her own imperfeCtion, 
and, fearful that grandeur ſhould efface humility, 
ſhe conſtantly kept one of. her father's trowels 
in her poſſeſſion; and if ever her mind inclined 
to - arrogance, ſhe immediately looked at the 


trowel, and was taught humility. 
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SENTIMENTS, 14 
Pride le a vice grows up ſo inſenfibly in ſoclety, fteals into the heart ſo im» = 


perceptibly, that it requires the utmot vigilance to prevent its attacks, and 
the utmoſt caution to guard again its approach. 


RIDE is a paſſion ſo full of torment to its 
poſſeſſor, that even the inconvenience which 
attends it, I ſhould imagine; would be a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon for endeavcuring to eradicate it 


from 
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from the breaſt: yet, ſurrounded, as it is, with 
thorns, and beſet with vexations, it too often 
contrives to obtain admiſſion, to the deſtruction 


of good-nature, the Tubverſion of eaſe, and the 
total . of NT. Dy 


Lond 
by 


Deſpicable as it appears, attended whh theſe | 


conſequences, yet it is frequently beheld under 
much greater diſadvantages; and the two fol. 
lowing examples will ſhew, that, inſtead of be- 
ing merely contemptible, it has degenerated 
into atrocity. ne ana 

The Marchioneſs de Tavera was a woman in 
whom was united an exceſs of pride, and an in- 
| ſurmountable ſhare of ambition. Notwithſtand- 


ing her being elevated to the rank of marchio- | 


neſs, yet her having any ſuperiors was a conſtant 
fource of difquiet to her; and ſhe was conti- 
nually tormenting her huſband with complaints, 


and ſoliciting him to requeſt the king to add to 


his 


PRIDY, WW : |. 
his dignities by conferring upon him 2 dukedom. 
In Portugal titles are not quite ſo eaſily ob- 
tained as in England; and, inſtead of their be- 
ing the purchaſe of fortune, they are only the 
reward of merit, and therefore the marquis's 
ſolicitation was unattended to, 


Mortified by a refuſal, and exaſperated againſt 
the author of her diſappointment, the artful 
marchioneſs inſtantly began to attach herſelf to 
a party whom ſhe knew were diſaffected to the 
government; and when ſhe had once diſcovered 


the nature of their ſentiments, ſhe ventured to 


diſcloſe the horrid plan that had ſo long occu- 


pied her own ideas. Imagining her huſband's 
claim to the deſired dukedom would be acknow- 


ledged by the king's ſucceſſor, ſhe reſolved to 


pave the way to the accompliſhment of her 
ambitious views, by the murder of a prince 
whoſe virtues were calculated to inſpire the af- 
fection of any but a very depraved mind. Not 

ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied with inſuring her own ruin in the 


deſperate undertaking, .ſhe contrived to involve 


that of her huſband's and ſons', by making them 
the agents of her iniquity. The ſcheme was 


well contrived, though Providence prevented its 
execution; and the king, inſtead of being mur- 
dered, was only {lightly wounded, The Duke 


Aviero, the Marquis de Tavera, and two of | 
his domeſtics, were the perſons pitched upon for 


the perpetration of the horrid act, who, watch- 


ing the king's return from viſiting a favourite 


lady, were ſtationed on the road through which 


he was to paſs, with the intent of firing into 


the carriage. The duke's blunderbuſs happily 
miſſed fire; and the rapidity with which the 
poſtillions drove, prevented the ſecond party 
from taking aim; but following the carriage, 
they fired into the back of it, and wounded his 
majeſty in the arm. Inſtead of proceeding di- 
realy to Liſbon, as the aſſaſſins imagined (who 
had divided into three ſeparate parties) he or- 
” | dered 
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deted the drivers to go directly to the ſurgeon 


general's houſe, which was a ſew miles out of 
the city, and by that means eſcaped the attack 
of the third firing. By great exertions, and 
wonderful ſecrecy, the whole of this deteſted 
plot was diſcovered: the marquis and his ſons 
were broken on the wheel, and the deteſted 
marchioneſs was beheaded, | | | 


| | 

Poppæa Sabina, wife of the tyrant Nero, 

vas as remarkable for pride as he was for 
cruelty: her mules were adorned with bridles 
of gold, and ſhod with ſhoes: of ſilver; and 14 
every article of her dreſs was moſt expen- i} 
fively magnificent. Her vanity was not inſe- 
rior to her pride; for, to preſerve the delicacy 1 : 1 
of her complexion, and make it retain an ap- | 
pearance of 'youthfulneſs, ſhe kept five hun- | | 
dred aſſes for the purpoſe of bathing herſelf in 1 
their milk. | £42 
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| The Spaniards are univerſally allowed to be 


the moſt haughty race of people in Europe; 


diſtreſs cannot lower, and poverty cannot abate, 


it. A proof of the truth of this aſſertion is 


fully exemplified in the following authentic 
little anecdotes. | 


A poor woman in Spain, who: was reduced to 


the utmoſt extreme of poverty, found herſelf 


utterly incapable! of providing food for her 
ehildren; and, accompanied by three of them, 
beſought relief from the liberality of a French 
merchant. As the eldeſt boy was a ſtout able 
lad, the gentleman (from motives of compaſſion) 
propoſed- taking him into his: ſervice: but the 
woman, with the moſt ſtriking marks of diſ- 
dain, refuſed, the offer, ſaying; that none of her 
family had been diſgraced by ſervitude. 


A poor Spaniſh cobbler, being pronounced paſt 
recovery, his eldeſt ſon approached the bedſide, 
and 


aud humbly ſolicited his bleſſing and advice; 
when the dying man, with ſcarcely ſtrength to 


articulate, earneſtiy befought him to be ſure and 
retain the majeſty of the fumily. 


If the former inſtances of pride appear de- 
teſtable, the latter are certainly. ludicrous; and 


| when it becomes the ruling principle of beg- 


gars and cobblers, it ſurcly muſt be time for real 
gentlewomen to explode it. 


— — 
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UMANITY. is à virtue fo frequently i foll 
called into action, and ſo delightful in its Lac 


offices, that, even from motives of ſelf-gratih- 


| agcation, I ſhould ſuppoſe a ſuſceptible heart 
| 8 mut 
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muſt be inclined to cultivate it. But J flatter 
myſelf, my beloved girls, you will practiſe it 
from better principles, and become humane 
both from duty and inelination! Compaſſion 
for the aflifted, and a wiſh to.relieve their ſuf- 
ferings, 1 i conſider as a kind of inſtinctive 
propenſity, which Providence has implanted i in 
every virtuous breaſt, for the -comfort of the 
diſtreſt, and the ſupport of the unfortunate. 


In the characters both of Lady: Jane Gray 
and the Counteſs of Pembroke, compaſſion for 
the unfortunate appears as one of their brighteſt 
features; and hiſtory teems with a variety of 
inſtances of the practice of this amiable and 
attractive virtue; but, amongſt the number, 
none can be more ſtrikingly engaging than the 


following, which is recorded to the honour of 
Lady Pembroke's brother. 


8 ö Sir 
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Sir Philip Sidney, exhauſted by the fatigue of 


battle, faint with the loſs of blood, and parched 


with the intenſity of the heat, intreated one of 


his ſoldiers to endeavour to procure him 2 


draught of water. Bountiful as nature is of her 


; gilts, yet the plains of Zutphen partook not of 
them; no freſh ſprings meandered throygh or 


pearling rivulets adorned them; and water, in- 


| ſtead of being the bounty of nature, was the 


boon of man. The precious beverage, how- 


ever, was obtained; and Sir Philip was in the 
act of putting it to his lips, when. a ſoldier, 

languiſhing under the torture of a mortal wound, | 
and. gaſping from an exceſs of drought, was by 


his comrades carrying to his tent. The gene- 
rous hero beheld him with an eye of pity, 
and inſtantly withdrawing the oup from his 


own lips, humanely held it to the. ſoldier's, | 


ſaying, « Poor fellow! thy neceſſities are far 
greater than mine. 


Henrietta 
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Henrietta Maria, queen of Charles the Firſt, 


as ſhe was one day walking in the environs of 


Exeter, had her footſteps ſuddenly arreſted by 


| the voice of diſtreſs, and the murmurs of com- 


plaint; and ſending one of her attendants forward 
to enquire the cauſe, was informed that a poor 
old woman was lamenting her inability to ſupply 
her daughter (who was lying in) with the com- 
mon neceſſaries of life, The queen, imagining 
the ſum ſhe had about her was not ſufficient for 
that humane purpoſe, immediately took a chain 
of gold from her neck, and giving it to one of 


her attendants, deſired they would take it to a 


goldfmith's, and appropriate its value to the 
ſupply of the poor woman's neceſſities. 


Matilda, daughter of Malcolm, king of Scot- 


land, and the amiable wife of Henry the Firſt 
of England, was a woman in whoſe character 


| was united refined humanity and exalted bene- 
| volence. She not only devoted great part of 
G 2 her 
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her private income to acts of charity, but her. 
ſelf witneſſed that thoſe acts were properly be. 
ſtowed. What an intereſting ſight muſt it have 
been, to have beheld a queen attending the ſick, 
feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked 


+ When the incurſions of the victorious Danes 
had compelled Alfred the Great to retire to 
Athelny, in Somerſetſhire, he was reduced to 


fuch extremity as only to be maſter of one ſingle 
loaf of bread. But that viciſſitude which would 
have depreſſed a weak mind, ſeemed to exalt 


that of Alfred's; for, inſtead of drooping under, 


he actually roſe ſuperior to his misfortunes; 


and though unable to aſſiſt himſelf, he ſtretched 


out his hand to relieve his fellow. creatures. 


An humble mendicant ſolicited the queen's aſ- 
ſiſtance, who, knowing the ſcantineſs of her 
own ſtore, mildly denied the reiterated requeſt. 


The king, finding the petitioner importunate, 
deſired the /oaf might be divided between them; 
| ö ſaying, 


to 


de 


ſying muſt they have proved in the perfor- 


inhumanity. 
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ſaying, « He who could feed five thouſand: men 
with five loaves and two fiſhes, can certainly 
make that half loaf more than ſuffice for our 
neceſſities.” 


If theſe inſtances of humanity are delightful 


even in contemplation, how much more grati- 


mance; and how wonderful is it that the human 
mind ſhould ever become dead to ſuch amiable 
ſenſations! 

Softneſs and humanity are certainly the ge- 
neral characteriſtics of our ſex; yet, alas! (to 
their diſgrace) many inſtances prove the rule to 
de exceptional; and if once the female breaſt 


becomes deaf to the voice of humanity,” or loſt 
to the claims of compaſſion, inſenſibility eaſily. 
degenerates into cruelty, and indifference into 


83 | How 
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How neceſſary, therefore, is it, my beloved 
girls, that you ſhould encourage that amiable 


propenſity to humanity which Providence has 
happily beſtowed upon you! And whillt you are 


endeavouring to leſſen the misfortunes of others, 


remember that you are laying up a ſtore of 
comfort for the alleviation of your own ; for 


thoſe who have practiſed benevolence in pro- 
ſperity, are certain of receiving its reward if 


they fall into adverſity. 


If I was deſired to deſcribe cruelty and re- 


venge, (lays Seneca,) I would draw a tiger 


| bathed in blood, and ready to take a leap at its 


prey, as emblematic of thoſe horrid paſſions; 
and yet, notwithſtanding the diſgrace that is at- 
tached to them, they contrive to gain admiſſion 
into the mind, diſgrace the heart, pervert the 
underſtanding, and render the whole character 


completely contemptible.” Some remarkable 


inſtances 
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inſtances of the truth of this aſſertion will be 
found in the following examples. 


The Marquis d'Aftrogus, a Spaniſh noble- 
man, being unfortunately united to a woman 
of unamiable manners, became violently at- 
tached to a beautiful girl, whoſe parents lived 
within the vicinity of his caſtle. The enraged 


marchioneſs, glowing with reſentment againſt 
he object who had inſpired her huſband's breaſt 


with tenderneſs, and robbed her of thoſe atten- 


tions ſhe fancied herſelf entitled to, by the 


power of bribery, ſecured the fidelity of ſome 
of her domeſtics, who, loſt to feeling and hu» 
manity, became the agents of her iniquitous 
deſign. It was not only reſolved to deprive the 
unfortunate young woman of exiſtence, but 
to add cruelty to the atrocious deed; and, in- 
ſtead of terminating her life by one fatal blow, 
to linger it out by a ſucceſſion of tortures ! 
The heart was at length torn from the beau- 

G 4 teous 
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| teous form that incloſed it, and preſented bleed. 


ing to the inhuman marchioneſs, who, ſend- 


ing for her cook, deſired it might be dreſt 


in a manner moſt likely to pleaſe the . of 
his lord. 


The ſavage banquet was immediately pre- 


pared, and the unſuſpicious marquis ſwallowed 


it with delight! But, what muſt have been his 


ſenſations, when his deteſtable wife, exulting in 


the ſucceſs of her inhuman plan, informed him 


he had eaten that heart which he had taken ſo 


much pains to inſpire with tenderneſs and af- 
fection! 


Ameſtris, queen of Perſia, having diſcovered 


that her huſband was attached to his brother's 


daughter, a very lovely young girl, imagined her 
mother not only knew of his affection, but en- 


couraged the indulgence of it; and, exaſpe- 


rated more againſt her than the object who had 
inſpired 
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_ inſpired it, was reſolutely. bent upon her de- 


ſtruction. 


By an ancient cuſtom amongſt the Perſians, 
the queen, on the king's birth-day, was entitled 
to make a requeſt, which could not be de- 
nied; and Ameſtris impatiently waited the an- 
niverſary of that day, for the accompliſhment 


of her reſentment, and the gratification of her 


deſign. 


It was in vain that Xemes endeavoured to 
fave the life of his injured ſiſter, whoſe virtues. 


were as Exalted as her mind was pure, and who, 
ſo far from promoting his affection for her 


child, was even ignorant of its exiſtence, 


However, the requeſt had been made, and the 


king was compelled to grant it. 


As ſoon as the inhuman Ameſtris found the 


victim of wrath delivered into her power, ſhe 
G5 immediately 
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immediately ordered her breaſts, noſe, and lips, 
to be cut off, and thrown to the dogs, and forced 


tze unhappy ſufferer to ſtand by, and ſee them 


devoured by thoſe hungry animals. 


When che head of Cicero was brought into 
Antony's prefence, his wife Fulvia took it in 


her hands, ſtruck it on the face, and, after ut- 
tering many execrations againſt it, placed it 


between her knees, and opening the mouth, 
tore out that tongue which could almoſt have 
ſoftened cruelty by its eloquence; and ſpitting 


upon it with contempt, pierced it ſeveral times 


through with her bodkin. 


Joan, queen of Naples, was poſſeſſed of abi- 


lities which were calculated to demand reſpect, 


but her cruelty was ſuch as to inſpire abhorrence; 


and her unfortunate huſband became its vic- 
tim; for although the force of her eloquence, 


and the power of her bribes, induced her 


judges 
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judges to pronounce her innocent, yet there is 
no doubt remaining of her having been acceſ- 


ſary to the king's murder. 


Theſe detached inſtances of inhumanity, 1 
am convinced, are ſufficiently numerous to in- 
ſpire your breaſts both with deteſiation and 
abhorrence; yet I cannot avoid mentioning a 


oircumſtance whete the combination of num- 


bers adds horror to atrocity, and where a cool! 
premeditated deſign tends to augment the erime 


of cruelty. ! 

Ih about the. four hundred and twenty: eighth 
year of Rome, near three hundred ladies of 
the firſt diſtinction diſgraced their nature, de- 
ſroyed their fame, and caſt a ſtigma on their 
ſex, by entering into a conſpiracy againſt their 
huſbands lives. An epidemic; diſorder ſavoured 


the inhuman plot, and many of the ſenators 
were the unhappy victims of art, who were 
G 6. ſuppoſed .' 
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ſuppoſed to have fallen a prey to diſeaſe, 
Their numbers at length began to create ſuſpi- 
cion; yet no one would have imagined a fe- 
male arm could have been raiſed againſt the 
life of its ſupporter; or the inſidious deadly 
draught be adminiſtered with | ſmiles of af- 


fection, and appearances of tenderneſs, whilſt 
the heart was the inſtigator of cruelty, and 


; the inſpirer of unheard-of barbarity. But a 
female llave, who had aſſiſted her miſtreſs in 
the preparation of the deſtruct ive doſe, ſhocked 
at the part ſhe had performed, and tortured 
by the pangs of remorſe, confeſſed the whole 
of the iniquitous plot, and deſcribed the names 
of thoſe who were then occupied in pre- 
paring the fatal potion. Officers of juſtice 
were inſtantly diſpatched to the reſpective 
houſes, , and the ladies diſcovered at the 
dreadful employment. At firſt they attempted 
to deny the fact, pretending they were making 
an antidote to fave them from the peſtilen- 


tial 
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tial diſeaſe; but finding their aſſertions dif. 
regarded, and the ſword of juſtice hanging — 
over their heads, they ſwallowed the deſtruc- | j 
tive draugtit, and by ſo doing eſcaped the | | 
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ON THE PROPER EMPLOYMENT 
| OF TIME. | 


8 SENTIMENTS. 

We complain of the ſhortneſs of Time, and yet have much more than we 
know what to do with; for our lives are either ſpent in doing nothing at all, 
in doing nothing tothe purpoſe, or elſe in doing nothing that we ought to do. 

| Seneca. 


— 


; [ELANCHOLY as this picture appears, 
and diſgraceful as it certainly is to a ra- 
tional and reflecting being, I fear, if we were 


to take an impartial view of our lives, too many 
of 
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of us would have reaſon to acknowledge the 
juſtneſs of the author's cenſure; but that you, 
my beloved girls, ſhould avoid falling under ſo 
ſevere an imputation, and, inſtead of waſting, 


improve the time that is committed to your 
truſt, has been one of the firſt wiſhes of my 


heart, and one — ome — eſt 
ſolicitude. 


« Every fool (Lord Cheſterſield obſerves) who - 


ſlatterns away his whole time in nothings, has 
ſome trite obſervation at hand, to prove both 


its value and its: fleetneſs; and though they pre- 


tend to feel- the neceſlity of employing it well, 
they ſquander it. away without conſidering that 


its loſs is irrecoverable. There are two ſorts of 


underſtanding (ſays that judge of human nature) 
which prevents a man from ever becoming con- 
ſiderable; the one is a lazy, and the other a; 
frivolous, mind. The lazy mind will not take 
the trouble of ſearching to the. bottom of any 

| thing, 
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thing, but, diſcouraged by the ſlighteſt difficul- 
ties, ſtops ſhort, and contents itſelf with eaſy 


and ſuperficial. knowledge, rather than ſubmit 


to a ſmall degree of trouble. 


Although it is not neceſſary for a young wo. 


man to ſtudy with that cloſeneſs of application 


which is eſſentially requiſite in the edueation of 


a boy, yet, whatever you pretend to learn, you 


ought to have ambition enough to deſire to 
excel in; for medioerity is a proof of weak- 


neſs; and perfection may always be purchaſed 


by application. Knowledge (ſays an elegant 


writer) is a comfortable and neceſſary ſhelter 
for us in an advanced age; but if we do not 
plant it while young, it will afford us no ſhade 


when we grow old.” Yet I neither expect or 


require ſo cloſe an application to the improve- 


ment of your minds, as to baniſh recreation, 
or exclude pleaſure: I only wiſh that you 
ſhould remember that your foundation of know- 

ledge 
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ledge muſt be eſtabliſhed before you are eigh- 
teen; for when you are once introduced into 
the world, your application will be inceſſantly 
interrupted, and your ſtudies broken in upon. 
All difficulties may be overcome by perſeve- 
rance; and even the defects of nature may be 


conquered. A remarkable inſtance of the power 
of perſeverance is demonſtrated in the conduct 


of Demoſthenes, an Athenian orator, who, 


anxious to obtain perfection in the art of ſpeak- 
ing, not only conquered an abſolute impedi- 
ment of ſpeech, but, from being one of the 


moſt ungraceful, became one of the moſt grace- 


ful, orators in Athens. 


In the diſtribution of your time, I ſcarcely 


need inform you, that the firſt hour of the day 


ought to be devoted to the ſervice of your 


Maker. Accuſtom yourſelves to the practice of 


religious homage, as a natural expreſſion of 
gratitude to him for all his bounty and bene vo- 
lence. 
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lence. Conſider it as the ſervice of the God of 
your fathers; of him to whom your parents de- 
voted you; of him whom, in former ages, your 
anceſtors honoured, and by whom they are now 


rewarded and bleſſed in heaven. Seneca tells 


us, that the firſt petition we offer to God, ought 
to be for a good conſcience; the ſecond for health 
of mind; and the third for health of body. 
After having offered theſe petitions, it will be- 
neceſſary you.. ſhould accuſtom yourſelves. to. 
make a regular diſtribution of time, for the 
different avocations which are to occupy it: 
this will be found one of the beſt methods. that 
can be adopted, both for the practice of youth, 


and thoſe of a more advanced period. Doctor 
Johnſon, who was rather a ſevere: critic upon. 
the failings of our ſex, attributed moſt of them 
to habitual idleneſs; and. was ſo great an advo- 
cate for a female's being taught every kind of 
needlework, that he abſolutely fancied it a 
foundation for morality, In Poland, it is a cuſ- 


tom 
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tom amongſt the people in middling ranks of 
life, that no young woman ſhould be fuffered to 
marry, until ſhe has done as much work as will 
ll twelve large baſkets, which on the wedding 
| day is divided in preſents to the different gueſts. 
Though I think needlework a neceſſary, I cer- 
tainly conſider it as a very inferior, kind of 
employment, when compared with the gratiſi- 
cation you may enjoy, by fpending your time in 
the practice of virtue, and in acts of benevo- 
lence; yet, as excellence even in trifles is 


praiſeworthy, I ſhall in the following examples 


unite the names of a few females who have ac- 
quired it in that art, with thoſe who have ob- 
tained applauſe for ſuperior qualifications. 


Andromache, wife of Hector, prince of Troy, 
was ſo beautiful an embroidreſs, that, after the 
death of her huſband, and the deſtruction of 
the city, ſhe amuſed her leiſure hours by deli- 

. neating 
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neating the melancholy event with her needle 


upon white ſattin. 


Anna Maria Shurman, a German lady, is, 
by the hiſtorians of that country, conſidered as 
an abſolute prodigy; and the facility with 
which ſhe learnt all female accompliſhments 
was certainly moſt aſtoniſhing. At fix years of 
age ſhe could cut paper with a taſte and elegance 
entirely her own; at eight ſhe painted flowers 
in a beautiful ſtyle; at ten ſhe was taught em- 
broidery, and was only three hours in acquiring 
the art, Her writing was the moſt elegant that 
can be conceived, and ſhe could imitate a va- 
_ riety of hands. The powers of her under- 
ſtanding were equal to the moſt metaphyſical 
enquiries; and- ſhe was not only the moſt ac- 
compliſhed, but the moſt learned, woman of 
the age. 

Penelope, 


92 7 
8 
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Penelope, wife of Ulyſſes, king of Ithaca, 
whoſe character has been celebrated by hiſto= 
rians for the ſtrength of her affection, and 


delicacy of attachment to her huſband, has 


alſo been praiſed for her adherence to thoſe 
duties which particularly belong to a female 
ſtation; and, inſtead of interfering with affairs 
of ſtate, we are told that her time was ſpent in 
the regulation of her family, and the e 
ment of weaving. 6 


Amidſt thoſe ladies whoſe names are ren- 
dered eminent by the number of their lite- 
rary productions, the Ducheſs of Newcaſtle 
has certainly a title to pre-eminence, if va- 


riety can conſtitute merit, and application de- 


ſerve applauſe; for her grace was ſo unwea- 
ried in her labours, and ſo indefatigable in 


her endeavours to promote . knowledge, that 
ſhe would not even allow herſelf time to 


read 
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read her works before they were fent to the 
preſs. 05 


Queen Elizabeth, who is univerſally allowed 
to have been a woman of exalted genius and 
ſuperior underſtanding, always allotted diffe. 
rent portions of the day for arranging | thoſe 
affairs which were unconnected; and it was 
by that regular diſtribution of her time, that 
ſhe was enabled to tranſa& with eaſe a mul. 
tiplicity of buſineſs, that muſt have diſtracted a 
mind which was devoid of regularity. 


Elizabeth, counteſs of Bridgewater, was 2 
woman whoſe time was f. pent in the perfor- 
mance of thoſe duties which rendered her the 
obje& of univerſal love' and admiration. She 
was the comforter of the afflicted, the ſupporter 
of the diſtreſſed, and the reliever of the un- 
happy. But I cannot give you a better idea of 


the perfection of her character, than by tran- 
| | ſcribing 


p 
4 
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ſcribing part of her epitaph, which was taken 
from her monument in Gaddeſden church. 


« Sacred to the memory of the late tran- 
ſcendenfly virtuous lady {now glorious ſaint) 
the Right Honourable Elizabeth Counteſs of 
Bridgewater. 'She was a woman in whom all 


the accompliſhments both of body and mind 
concurred to make her the glory of the pre- 


ſent, and the example of future ages. Her 


deauty was abſolutely ſo unparalleled, that nei- 
ther pen or painting could deſcribe it wich- 


out diſparagement. She had a winning and 
attractive behaviour, a charming diſcourſe, a 


moſt obliging converſation. She was fo cour- 
teous and affable to all perſons, that it was im- 


poſſible to avoid loving her. She was of a no- 
ble and generous ſoul, yet of ſo meek and hum- 
ble a diſpoſition, that never any woman of her 
quality was greater in the world's opinion, or 
ſo little in her own. The rich at her table taſted 

her 
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her hoſpitality ; the poor at her gate bore teſti. 
mony of her charity. Her devotion was exem- 
plary; and her writings upon religious ſubjeQs 
(which were only ſubmitted to the eye of her 
huſband) proved at once the, purity of her ſoul, 
and the refinement of her ſentiments. She was 
an affectionate wiſe, an indulgent mother, a 


kind miſtreſs, and a ſincere friend. In a word, 


| ſhe was ſo ſuperlatively good, that language is 


incapable of expreſſing her deſerved character; 
and her death was as religious as her life was 
virtuous.” 


| I conſider it impoſſible to read an account of 

ſuch | tranſcendent excellencies either with apa- 

thy or indifference; and the heart Which is not 

totally devoid of ſenſibility, muſt ſeel an ani- 
mating glow pervade it even in the contempla- 
tion of ſuch exalted greatneſs! And when you 
conſider that this amiable woman was a mere 
human being, ſubject to the failings and imper- 
| | fection 
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ſection of mortality, ought it not to be an in- 


citement to your virtue? 


= 


It has always been allowed, that the deſire of 
fame is univerſally implanted in the human | 
breaſt; and that the wiſh of leaving a name un- 
ſullied, has been the foundation af many vir- 
tues. If you, my beloved girls, are ſenſible of 
that impreſſion, or deſire to leave a character \ | 
ſpotleſs as Lady Bridgewater's, imitate her ac- = 
tions, and you will receive her praiſe, 
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POLITENESS OF ADDRESS, AND 
POLISH OF MANNERS. 
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SENTIMENTS. 33 
The deſire of pleaſing may be termed the happieft of all defires, becauſe 
it ſeldom fails of attaining its ends, when not diſgraced by affectation. 
| : Fielding, 
"Tis a fair ftep towards virtue and happineſs, to delight in the ſociety of the 
good and wiſe; and if thoſe cannot be met with, the next point is to keep ns 
company at all. | ; _ 


* 


OLTTENESS and good-breeding are ſuch 
requiſite introduQions into genteel ſociety, 
that it is abſolutely aſtoniſhing any one can 

gain admittance into it who are deficient either 
in the one or the other. 
I conſider 
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1 conſider politeneſs as the child of good- 
nature; though there axe inſtances where the 
one may exiſt v without. the other; Jet it is almoſt 
impoſlible far; Ayoung woman) who, is poſſeſſed 
of the latter amiable quality, to-2 Fnain long 
defigieut in the former, if ſhe. Has4n oppor- 
tunities of mixing in- genteel a-fer d deſire 
of pleaſing, with the precaution of not being 
troubleſome, | is doubtleſs the beſt ſtructure for 
true politeneſs. Lord Cheſterfield, in his Let- 


ters on Politeneſs, ſays, that a friend- of his-has 
defined good breeding to be the reſult of “much 


good ſenſe, ſome good-nature, and a little ſelf- 


denial for the ſake of others, and alſo with a 
view of obtaining the ſame "indulgence from 
them.“ As to abſolute rules for politeneſs, I 1 
flatter myſelf, thoſe would be unneceſſary; for 


L have the pleaſure of obſerving you poſſeſs a 
native civility, which I conſider as its founda- 


tion; and, indeed, the modes of it muſt vary 


according to perſons, places, and circumſtances; 
„ for 


n 
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for the ſame behaviour that you would adopt to 
one who is greatly your ſuperior, would be im- 
proper to uſe to her who is your inferior; 


therefore, obſervation and experience will be 


your belt directors, and good-humour and civi- 
lity your ableſt guides. 


- * 
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The deſire of being pleaſed is univerſal; and 


if the deſire of pleaſing was ſo too, politeneſs 
might then have its foundation in virtue, be 
conſidered as a moral duty, and be included in 
the principle of doing to others what one wiſhes 
they ſhould doto ns. There are, indeed, ſome 
moral duties of a much higher nature, but 
none of a more amiable one; and, like Lord 
Cheſterfield, T am inclined to piace it at the 


head of the minor virtues. 


n 
d 


A ſtudied attention to the little wants, and a 
deſire to anticipate the wiſhes, of thoſe which 
chance or inclination brings into your company, 
| is 
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is one of the firſt duties which you owe ſo- 
ciety; and a careleſs negligence to pleaſe, is 
one of the moſt unpardonable things you can 
be guilty of; though, I grieve to fay, it is a 
ſtriking failing in the young people of the 
preſent age. But, in being civil, avoid being 
ceremonious; yet always beware of freedom 
and familiarity, Let your conduct to your 
ſuperiors be reſpectful, but not humiliating; 
to your equals be courteous and affable; and 


to your inferiors, gentle and condeſcending. 


Politeneſs, when attached to a virtuous cha- 
rater, actually embelliſhes that which ſeems 
not to require any other ornament; and ſo 
firong is its influence on the human mind, that 
it ſeems even to caſt a veil over imperfe&ions, 


as I ſhall ſhew in the two following examples. 


Mary, queen of Scotland, whoſe misfor- , 
tunes have been univerſally deplored, though 
H 3 her 
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her © fallings have been highly condemned, 
might have attributed the commiſſeration of 
the former, in a great meaſure, to the fweet- 
neſs of her manners, and the affability of her 
diſpoſition.” Her behaviour to her attendants 
was at once ſo mildly gentle, and ſo-ſweetly 
condeſcendiug, that any of them would almoſt 
have ſacrificed their lives to haye preſerved her 


e exiſtence. X | L 


"4 


| Joan, queen of Naples, whoſe inhumanity 
and cruelty I have before had occaſion to 
mention, was yet ſuch an adept in artifice, 
and was ſo ſenſible that a poliſh of manners 
was a frequent apology for an abandoned. 
cburſe of life, that, by her condeſcenſion, 
perſuaſion, and politeneſs, ſhe abſolutely 
blinded, the minds of her - judges, and at 
length induced them to pronounce her in- 
nocent! IL his. 290 0% 3 
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Bertrade, wife of Philip the Firſt, king of 
France, though unamiable in her character, 
and - deſpicable in her conduct, yet as poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuch an intereſting ſweetneſs of man- 
ner, that even thoſe who deſpiſed found it 
impoſſible to avoid being pleaſed with her. 
So completely infatuated was Philip by this 
artful mode of behaviour, that, though he was 
acquainted with her endeavours to deſtroy the 
life of his ſon by a former marriage, yet he 
found himſelf incapable of withſtanding the 


| ſoſtneſs of her pleadings ; and not only forgave 


the crime, but appeared to have his affeQion 
au gmented by her * ſorrow. | 


If {poliſh of manners, adds of ad- 
dreſs, can have the power of making an un- 
amiable character attractive, with what ſupe- 


rior advantages muſt it be viewed when it is 


attached to goodneſs and virtue! and how 
deſirable an acquirement ought it to be to 


H 4 oY young 
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young people, if they  conlider that a polite 
addreſs is abſolutely a Inman — to uni- 


verſal favour 


It was the ſweetneſs of Catherine's manners, 
more than the charms of her perſon, that en- 


«  flaved the heart of the Emperor Peter. The 


latter might attract his eye, but the former 
ſecured his eſteem, rooted his regard, and was 


the means of exalting her to the —_— 
throne! 


All Engliſh hiſtorians are unanimous in their 
deſcription. of Lady Jane Gray, and all afcribe 
to her a ſweetneſs of manner that at once cap- 


_ tivated the mind, ſecured: the heart, and called 


forth: the admiration of all beholders. 


In the exalted account which is given of the 
Counteſs of Bridgewater, the elegance of her 
manners, tlie ſweetneſs of her behaviour, and 

; the 


Ni 
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the affability of her addreſs, conſtitutes: no tri- 
fling part in the praiſe which. is beſtowed upon 
her character; and if they are not the molt 
ſtriking features for admiration, they certainly 


are traits which muſt enſure affection, and 


create eſteem, 


Octavia, the amiable wife of the inhuman 
Nero, has been more celebrated for the ſweet- 


neſs of her manners than for the ſuperiority of 


her underſtanding; and though her conduct was 


calculated to call forth admiration, yet it was 
ſtill more 8 winſpir love. 1 


5 


If arguments were unde to enforce the ne- 
ceſſity there is for young ladies habituating them- 


ſelves to the practice of politeneſs, 1 might urge 
as a motive, the ſtrong influence they are univer- 
ſally allowed to polleſs over the minds of the 
other ſex. Thoſe men who are beſt judges both 
of the failings and perfections of human nature, 


H 5 | are 
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are willing to aſcribe the poliſh-of their man- 


ners chiefly to the influence of virtuous and ele- 
gant- minded females, 4n whole ſociety they have 


imperceptibly? Joft that innate roughneſs which 


is their peculiar characteriſtie; ; und I am ſure 
you will allow the neceſſity ol Hot being defi- 


cient in any Ss you. may hereafter 


be called uppen to teach. 5 2 


FRIENDSHIP. 


8 — SENTIMENTS. - 


It requires time tw 4:)berme upon friendſhip 1 but the reſolution once taken, 
my friend is entitled o the ſecrets of ay > and I look upon my 1 


to be as ſafe in bio bresg a m n 
Never condemn a friend 8 without letting im Enow both decorate 
and his crime, | 6 


——— — — — —— 


HE ancients ranked friendſhip in the ſe- 


cond claſs of human virtues; and many 


are the inſtances recorded in hiſtory, where its 


energy has produced effects that almoſt might 
H 6 be 


— 2 — 


——ů— — 


— 
r 


———ů mel K 


156 FRIENDSHIP. 


be conſidered as divine. Of all the paſſions that 


' adorn human nature, that of friendſhip is cer- 


tainly the moſt ſublime becauſe the leaſt ſelf(h 
affection of the ſoul; for honour, frankneſs, 


and generoſity, are the ſuperſtructure on which 


it is eſtabliſhed. Amidſt the various ties and 
dependencies which conſtitute the happineſs of 
life, it is the moſt delicate, and yet the moſt 
fragile, Wealth cannot purchaſe, titles cannot 
obtain it; and the great, alas! rarely enjoy the 


bleſſing! It cannot exiſt in a vicious mind, and 


only thrives in a ſympathetic one. 


The word friendſhip is at preſent generally | 


underſtood to be a term of little import, or ex- 


tending merely to a preference of liking or 


eſteem. This I conſider as a ſhameful proſtitu- 


tion of a word that ought only to be attached to 


an exalted character, and a ſoul capable of the 


moſt diſintereſted actions. In the choice of a 


friend, 
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friend, much care is neceſſary, and much pre- 
caution ought to be obſerved; but good ſenſe, 
good- nature, and firm principles, are abſolute 


requiſities in the compoſition. A weak mind is 


incapable of attachment; a bad temper would 
ſoon weaken the ſtrongeſt; and want of princi- 
ple muſt deſtroy it. Doctor Johnſon obſerves, 
that ſo many qualities are neceſſary to the poſſi- 


bility of friendſhip, and ſo many accidents muſt 
concur to its riſe and continuance, that the 


greateſt part of mankind content themſelves 


without it, or ſupply its place with intereſt and 
dependence, ri a 


If friendſhip was really ſo extraordinary a 
production, and of ſo rare a growth, hiſtory 
would not teem with ſuch various proofs either of 
its diſintereſtedneſs or exiſtence; and thoſe who 


have endeavoured either to leſſen or debaſe the 


ſentiments, are, in my opinion, guilty of an 
injury to fociety, Perhaps, you will be aſto- 
| niſhed 
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niſhed that, in the inſtances I have ſelected for 


your obſervation, with the intent of controvert- 


ing the Doctor's opinions, I ſhould. have drawn 


them from the male inſtead of the female charac- 
ter; but as hiſtory has not furniſhed me with 
proofs of ſuch great and diſin tereſted friendſhip 
in our ſex as I have found in the other, I 
thought it right to record thoſe which were moſt 
impreſſive; though, at the ſame time, I am in- 
elined to believe, we are equally capable of an 
exalted attachment; and I have no doubt but 
if all che acts of refined friendſhip which the 


female heart has inſtigated, had been recorded 


in the page of hiſtory, it would have been as 
highly adorned by the account, as it has been by 
the following examples of the other ſex. 


The friendſhip of Damon and: Pythias was 


founded on affection, eſtabliſhed, on eſteem, and 


confirmed by principle. Damon had the mis- 
fortune to fall under the diſpleaſure of Dionyſius, 


- . 


the 
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the Sicilian tyrant, whoſe breaſt was a ſtranger 
to the ſenſation of compaſſion. To create dif 
pleaſure, was to forfeit exiſtence; and to mur- 
mur at a decree, was to inſure its immediate 
execution. Damon repined not at the feverity 
of his fate, yet ardently wiſhed to award the 
blow. He had a wife and children in a diſtant 
part of the country, whom he longed to preſs to 
his tortured boſom before the dreadful moment 
arrived that was to ſeparate them for ever! 'Py- 
thias, appriſed of his friend's deſire, preſented 
himſelf before his inhuman. judge, and earneſtly 
beſought the indulgence Damon wiſhed for, 
yet dare not expect, offering to ſurrender his 
own perſon as a pledge for his friend's. return. 
The ſingularity of a man's offering his life in 
the place of a condemned criminal, when ſo 
many circumſtances might prevent the punctua- 
lity of his return, made an impreflion on the 
callous heart of Dionyſius, and he granted the 
requeſt; but, at the ſame time, allowed ſo 

ſhort 
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ſhort a period for Damon's abſence, that it ap. 
peared almoſt impoſſible for him to be back by 
the day fixed upon for his execution. The time 
for his return drew near, and the heart of Py- 
thias exulted in his abſence! To doubt the ho- 
nour of his friend, or diſtruſt his fincerity, was 
impoſſible; and he knew that adverſe winds 


could only have prevented his punQuality. Cu- 


riofity induced the tyrant to pay a viſit to the 
noble-minded Pythias, who, delighted at the idea 
of ſaving the life of his friend, ardently prayed that 
he might not return. It was in vain that Dio- 
nyſius endeavoured to perſuade him Damon was 
unworthy of his friendſhip, and had formed the 
excuſe of viſiting his family for the purpoſe of 
preſerving his own life, and ſacrificing that of 
his friend! He grew indignant at the baſe idea, 
and boldly vindicated the honour he had ſo often 
tried! The hour of execution at length arrived, 
and the intrepid hero | aſcended the ſcaffold 
with a heart animated by friendſhip, and glow- 


ing 


|; 
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ing with affection. Death was robbed of all 
its terrors; and the proſpect of ſaving the life of 
the man he loved, made it appear arrayed in 
ſmiles! The people had crowded round the 
ſcaffold, whilſt aſtoniſhment and admiration was 
viſible in every countenance. The executioner 
was going to ſtrike the fatal blow, when the 
cry of « Stop” arreſted his uplifted: hand, and 
Damon ruſhed into the arms of Pythias breath- 
leſs with haſte, and tortured with apprehenſion! 
« You are ſafe, my friend, my much-loved 
Pythias!” he exclaimed; “and oh, ye gods 
receive my thanks?“ ? 

Oh fatal haſte, and cruel impatience!” re- 
plied the dejected Pythias. © Triumphant had 
I fallen, if my Damon had been ſpared; but as 
the gods have oppoſed my wiſh of dying for 
thee, ſtill I will not be wholly diſappointed, for 
we will bleed together!“ 
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So affecting = fene ſaftened, even the. ada. 


mantine breaſt of Dionyſius; and the heart 
which had hitherto been inſenſible to pity and 


compaſſion, felt for once its divine influence! 
Riſing from: his ſeat, and approaching the two 
friends, he congratulated them upon the ſtrength 
and delicacy of their attachment; and then, 
with a generoſity wholly unexpected, beſtowed 
Jie upon Damon, and: happineſs upon Pythias, 


Alcander and Septimius were two Athenian 


ſtudents, whoſe mutual taſte for the arts and 
ſciences became the foundation of their future 
friendſhip, and they wereffarcely ever ſeen apart. 


Although Alcander's breaſt was animated by 


that tender ſentiment, a ſtill more lively one 


found entrance, and the fair Hypatia became 


the object of his love. He declared his paſſion, 
and was accepted. Septimius happened to have 
left the city, when his friend firſt ſaw. the 
blooming fair one, and did not return until the 
day 
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day fixed upon for his marriage. The moment 
that introduced him to the view of ſuch perfee- 


tion, was fatal to his peace; and the ſtruggle 


between love and friendſhip became too violent 
for his reſolution. A ſudden and dangerous 
fever attacked him; and the unſuſpicious Al- 
cander introduced the object of his affection to 


aſſiſt him in his unwearied care of his friend. 


The moment the phyſicians beheld Hypatia 


enter, they were no longer at a loſs to account 
for their patient's illneſs; and calling Alcander 
aſide, they informed him of the nature of it, 


ind alſo expreſſed their fears that Septimius's 
recovery was impoſſib ig Tortured between the 
dread of loſing the friend of his heart, and 
agonized at the idea of relinquiſhing the object 


of his affeQion, his anguiſh for ſome moments 
deprived him of utterance; but recovering that 
fortitude which had ever marked his conduct, 
he flew to the bedſide of the apparently dying 
man, and promiſed to renounce his elaim to 

| Hypatia, 
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Hypatia, if ſhe conſented to a union with Sep. 
timius. Whether Hypatia, had not been ſtrongly 
attached to the amiable Alcander, or whether 
compaſſion. urged her to accept the hand of his 
friend, J cannot ſay, but they were united, 
quitted Athens, and went directly to Septimius's 
houſe at Rome. Hypatia's friends, imagining 
Alcander had relinquiſhed his betrothed bride 
for the fake of a rich reward, commenced an 
action againſt him for a breach of promiſe; and 
the judges, biaſſed by the repreſentations: of his 
enemies, ordained that he ſhould pay a heavier 


bine than his whole property amounted to. The 


wretched Alcander was now reduced to the moſt 
melancholy ſituation; his friend abſent, his 
miſtreſs loſt, and his own character ſtigmatized 
with baſeneſs! Being abſolutely unable to pay 
the demand, his perſon became the property of 
bis oppreſſors, and he was carried into the mar- 
ket place, and ſold as a common ſlave. A Thra- 
cian merchant became his purchaſer, and for 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral years he endured a life of torment. At 
length liberty preſented itſelf to his view, and 
the opportunity of flight was not to be rejected. 
Alcander ardently embraced it, and arrived at 
Rome in the duſk. of the evening. Friendleſs, 


hopeleſs, and forlorn, the generous Alcander 


had no place of ſheiter, and neceſlity compelled 
him to ſeek a lodging in a gloomy cavern. Two 


robbers, who had long been ſuſpeRed to fre- 


quent that ſpot, arrived there ſoon after mid- | 


night, and diſputing about their booty, fortu- 


nately did not perceive his preſence. One of 


them at length was ſo exaſperated againſt his 
companion, that, drawing a dagger from his 


ſide, he plunged it into his heart, and left him 
weltering in his blood at the mouth of the cave. 
Alcander's miſeries had been ſo accumulated, 
and his diſtreſſes ſo undeſerved, that his mind at 
length was worn down by his afflictions, and he 
became indifferent to every thing around him. 
In this ſituation he was diſcovered, and dragged 

to 
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to a court of juſtice, as the murderer of the 
man whoſe body had been found in the cave. 
Weary of exiſtence, he did not deny the charge; 
and ſentence was going to be pronounced againſt 
him, when the murderer, ſmitten with a pang 


of conſcience, entered the court, and avowed 


the fact! Aſtoniſhment ſeized every mind, but 


particularly that of the judge that was going to 
condemn him, who, examining the countenance 
of a man capable of ſuch ſingular conduct, 
diſcovered the features of the once- loved Alcan- 
der! Riſing from the throne of juſtice, and 
flying to the bar of guilt, he caught the un- 
happy ſufferer in his arms, and, aſter ſhedding 
over him tears of joy and compaſſion, preſented 
him to the ſenators as a man whoſe diſintereſted 


conduct had been the means of preſerving his 


open exiſtence. 


— " 


Never was a ſtronger friendſhip between two 
men than that which ſubſiſted between Cicero 
h and 
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And Lelius ; but, by tranſcribing the real ſenti- 
ments of the latter upon that exalted ſubject, I 


ſhall give you a perfect idea both of its ſtrength 
and delicacy. | md ae eld f 


Of all the gifts of nature or fortune, (ſays 
Lzlius,) there were none, I think, comparable to 
the having Cicero for my friend. I found in 
our friendſhip a perfect conformity of ſenti- 
ments in reſpect to public affairs, and an inex- 
hauſtible fund of council and ſupport in private | 
life; a tranquillity and delight not to be ex- if 
preſſed. | I never, to my knowledge, gave | 
Cicero che leaſt offence; nor ever heard a word 
eſcape him that did not pleaſe me. We had 
but one houſe, and one table; the frugality of 
which was equally the taſte of both. In war, 
in travelling, and in the country, we were never 
ſeparated. I need not'mention our ſtudies, and | 
the deſire of us both always to learn ſomething; = N i 


for this was the employment of all our leiſure 


hours, 
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hours, whenever we were removed from the 
ſight end commerce * the world.“ 
ins 
Can you, my beloved girls, conceive any hu- 
man felicity to be greater than that which Lzlius 
experienced from ſuch' an exalted friendſhip ? 


What à conſolation is it to have à ſecond ſelf, 
from whom we have nothing ſecret; and unto 


whoſe heart we may pour forth our on with a 
perfect effuſion! Proſperity is imperfect to thoſe 
who have no one to ſhare their joys ; and ad- 
verſity is almoſt inſupportable to them Who 
have no one to pity it! Indeed, I am inelined 
to believe there is not a being in exiſtence, who 
would deliberately accept of all the wealth and 
all the affluence this world could beſtow, if of- 
ſered them upon the ſevere terms of being un- 


connected with a ſingle mortal whom they eould 


love, or by whom they ſhould de treated with 
affection. This would be to lead the wretched 
life of a deteſted tyrant, who, amidſt perpetual 


2 
. 
— 14.4 


C ſuſpicions 
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ſuſpicions and alarms, paſſes his miſerable days 
a ſtran gane! every tender ſentiment; Adtery 
_ from the heartfelt ſatisfadtion of ure 
friend{lip, © But vou, my dear girls, can fever 
be ſtraugets to that, noble paſſion; the ties of 


% < VS — * 


conſanguinity. will "Arengthen” the bonds of 


” — — - 
x ay" 


friendfhip,.. and the claims. of relationſhip aug- 


ment your tenderneſs, 
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SENTIMENTS. 


Ingratitude wounds the mind, * the heart, and does an irreparable in · 
Jury to human nature. 5 

Ingratitude is eee. and more deftruQive 
"to ſociety than a ban wedhers, / 

Ingratitude is 6 Yangerous wer Loads other people, that 
one would imagineinature had ſufficiently provided againd the practice of it 
without the neceſſij of enforcing it hy law. "Neto 'one good office for 


another, is abſolutely auen bus, io! warn cuil; is diabolical. 
— — by = OS * od Seneca, 
— — — 


MIDST the various vices to which human 


dation it has ſuffered, none more ſtrikingly 
evince its debaſement than the practice of ingra- 
titude, 


* 


nature is prone, and which mark the degra · 


— 


„ 
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litudt. For other vices, and other failings, rea- 
ſon may be able to a gn a cauſe; hut for that 
the mut ſearch i in Vain. That Kindneſs ſhould 
ever be: returned with cxuelty,: or affettion be 
wean. with. negleft,, is bumanity's ſhame, and 
man's diſgrace ! io - 3 1 
N 11.232 vine ANG f n tr oa 55 2 
I is certain that ingratitude can only fag 
exiſtence in a depraved mind, a corrupted heart, 
and the breaſt that is a ranger to every virtuous 
ſentiment! There i 1s ſomething ſp contrary to 
honour, fo repugnant to humanity, and ſo de- 
void of principle, even in the bare forgetfulneſs 
of favours, that thoſe who are capable, of prac- 
tiſing ſuch a mode of conduct, are thought of 
with contempt, and treated with ſcorn. 
Seneca obſerves, that it is one man's bappineſs 
to give, and another's, misfortune to receive: but 
the gratification Which a liberal mind would 
enjoy. from the power of conferring benefits, 
I 2 the 


' 
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the ungrateful man totally deſtroys, and deprives 
benerolence of its Juſt reward. In ſhort, i in. 


10 11s EN ' * . 1401 I 171 2 


gratinude i is .fo contemptible in itſelf, and fo 
: 11 9 5 


general ly deſpiſed by. the world, that naught 


but authenticated fats could prove that ſo de- 


teſtable a vice was really in exiſtence; but, 


_ & DIEH 1 


amongſt | the various inſtances which | hiſtory has 
recorded to prove it fo, none can be attended 


627041 11 


With more aggravating circumſtances than a 
ftory accidentally met with i in Sigon's 8 account of 


5130 J 


Barbadoes, Which Mr. Addiſon bas given his 
readers i in the author' 8 words, and which I ſhall 
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alſo begin w 9 50 in n relating the following exam. 


ples of it. 
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Mr. Thomas Inkle, 2a young London mer⸗ 


521 182 28 N 1421 


chant, was the third ſon of a wealthy citizen, 


21511 « 45317) 


who had carefully inſtilled into his mind a love 


71e 
of Fgain, and a deſire of acquiring 1 wealth; and this 


propenſity, which he had imbibed from precept, 
and felt from nature, was the grand inducement 
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for blen 10 try his * in the Wen Indies, 
Inkle' $ 'perſon was abſolutely, the reverſe of I 


, 17 183 


Nine the | Tormer | was manly and noble; but 
mean and contratted. During be 
voyage, the Achilles (which was the name of 
the veſſel in which he had embarked) put into a 
creek to avoid the fury of a ſtorm; and young - 
Inkle, with ſeveral of the party, went o on ſhore, 
to take a view of a ſcene ſo entirely new. They. | 
had not travelled far u P the country. before they 
were obſerved. by a party of the Indians, and 
fear and apprehenſion lent vinge to. their flight.” . 


t-rar his. companions, : 4 breathleſs, 


188 


the latter, 


Inkle out- ran 


with terror, ſought ſecurity | in the thicket of 2. : | 
ſoreſt. He bad not long remained 1 in, that for-. 


- 
2 
F X ; 4 


lorn ſituation, 1 when his aſtoniſhment was called 
forth by the appearance of a youthful female, 
whoſe benignant countenance ſeemed inſtantly, 
to compaſſionate his forlorn ſituation, "Gentle- 
neſs and ſweetneſs was diſplayed ; in every fea- 
ture; and when Inkle, by ſigns, acquainted. 
85 13 ber 


174. ona rrrub k, 
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key” a bis berlard \iroation, ſhe 4 


20 


22 


cite; diene al that ftanity depends a. 


ben the'eolour of the Kin.” | 


« HT >> # 


Tre generous Indian was 2 woman of nigl 


birth; and Knowing that the tenderneſs he felt 
for the unfortunate ſtranger would be difpleafing 
to her parents, the felt ie neceſſity of difgulfing! 
it, She carried Inkle to à remote cave, ſup- 
Phe Kis wants, and daily adbninered to ie 
comforts,” ler affeckion in tithe" betame fo 
ſtrong, that the ſcarcely could exit but in his 
preſence. Fearfol that he fhoufd grow weaty 
of his confinement, The nſed to watch the op- 
porfunities of ker parents abſence, and then 
con bim into the beaureous groves with 
which that country a abounds ; then petluade hint 


to. lie down and umber, and ank fu watch 


[4 = 4% 


by bim for far he ſhould be diſturbed) His little 


7 -F# * . 


dwelling v was adorned with all the Art that na- 
„„ tive 


INGRATITUDE. ; 195 


tive elegance could; ſuggeſt, and unſuſpecting 
innocence employ, to make it appear pleaſing 


to her lover's eyes. At length Varico had the 
happineſs of finding Tnkle underſtood her lan- 
guage, and had the felicity of hearing him ex- 
preſs the ſtrength of his gratitude, and power of 


his love, Inkle was conſtantly repreſenting the 


joys. that would await them if they could once 
return to England, and painted the excefs of 
his paſMon in ſueh glowing colours, that the un- 
ſuſpecting Varico could not doubt its fincerity, 


and . at length promiſed not only to become the 


partner of his flight, but daily watch. the arrival 


of ſome veſſel to promote it. The wiſhed-for 


object ſoon appeared; the unſuſpicious Yarico' 
left the abode of her doating patents, and, for- 


getful of her duty, thought only of her affec- 


tion. The ſhüp in which they had embarked 


was bound. for Barbadoes, and all Inkle's ideas 
of acquiring wealth returned with double force. 


| e 4 hag been 4 tranſitory Wen and 
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which had acquired its foundation in intereſt, 


now yielded to a ſuperior elaim. ; His freedom 
once obtained; the, means were 1otallyaforgot-! 


ten; and the unfortunate Y arico ; confidered/as a a 
tax upon his bounty. As ſoon ab che veſſel ar- 


rived at Barbadoes,' the merchants” ; Jerdwded 


round it for the purpole of putchdfingiateir 
laves. The def pieable Inkle was animated: at 
the ſight, and reſolying to relieve himſelf of 
what be conſidered as a burden, offered the 
beauteous Varico to the beſt bidder, / It wyas in 
vain that ſhe threw herſelf on her knees before 


him, or pleaded her tenderneſs and affeQion; the 
heart that could be dead: to gratitude was loſt to 


love 3 — the \unfortotinte. Yarico was doomed 


. 
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A ſoldier, bs ſervice of a Macedonian 
king, was ſhipwrecked on an iſland ut ſome 
diſtance from the court as he was going to tran- 


5 falt ſome buſineſs of — for the gene- 


ral. 
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ral. Although he was in a ſubaltern capacity, his 
bravery and courage had obtained him the favour 
of his ſovereign; and the ſhipwreck happening 
at the time that he was expecting promotion, was 
a calamity of the ſevereſt nature. Forlorn and 
deſtitute, caſt upon an unknown ifland, the-ſole 
ſurvivor, of the unfortunate crew, he found his 
ſpirits ſinking under his calamities, when, his 
hopes were revived. by the; appearance. of .a i" 
ſtranger, who accoſted him with humanity, and 
ſaluted him with kindneſs. Hearing of his mis- 
fortunes, his heart, ſympathized. in them; and 
inviting him to his houſe, he gave him the 
ſtrongeſt proofs of his Iiberality. After having 
ſurniſhed him with clothes, and ſupplied, him 
with money, he procured a, yellel to Carry bim 
to the place of his deſtination, and deſired that, 
whenever he wanted a home, he would conſider 
the little farm he occupied. entirely as his on. 
The ſoldier expreſſed his, gratitude, admired the | 
beauty of the Place, and promiſed, . when he 

15 made | 


| 
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made his ſovereign acquainted with the mis- 


fortune that had befallen him, io mention 
the benevolence with which he had been 
treated. As ſbot as he had executed his 
commiſſion, he returned to Macedon; and, 
after” deſeribing bis diſtreſſes in the moſt 
glowing colours, requeſted, as a reward, the 
very farm Which was oceapied by the gene- 
tous ſtranger. Philip, not ſuſpecting - ſuch 


| ingratitude Sud <xilt in a human breaſt, 


inſtantly ordered it to be purchaſed for him; 
and the amiable poſeſlst Was turned out of 
an abode Which had been inhabited by his 
forefathers for ſeveral generations. As Phi- 
lip was known to be the avenger of the in- 
jured, and the fedfeſſer of the oppreſſed, the 


| farmer reſolved to repreſent his gueſt's ingra- 
Utüde, and, going to Macedon for that pur- 
pole, humbly ſolicited an audience. Fired 
with indignation, and exaſperated with rage, 


me king inſtantly ent for the ungrateful 
| ſoldier, 


"9 
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ſoldier, and, after expreſſi ing | his. diſpleaſure, 


and ordering him to reſtore the eſtate; be Ne- 


ſented it as a ein to its former. Owner. 
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RUTH i is 15 great a perfection that an 
ancient philoſop pher obſerved, if the Al- 
mighty thought proper to render himſelf viſi- 
dle to man, be would chooſe light for his body, 
and truth for his foul. The advantages which 
are attendant upon an habitual love of truth, 


and a conſtant practice of its precepts, are ſo 
ſtriking to every thinking mind, that it is abſo- 
lutely aſtoniſhing that, even from motives of 
policy, it is not univerſally practiſed. 
5 The 


rab rn. | 181 

— GL 
The happineſs I | have hitherto experienced, 
my " beloved iris, from obſerving that you have 


a deteſtation to. falſehood, and an abhorrence of 


every kind of deceit, was the reaſon of my not 
BESS: 3D: 19 : 
ſooner entering upon a ſudjeQ 1 which 15 colder 


of the utmoſt importance; but as” 1 was Ton- 


vinced your natures required" neither exainples 


to allure you. to the habit of truth, or deter 
you' from the practice of falſehood, I did not 


intend lengthening out my advice: but when 


1 reflect that the ſtrongeſt virtue may be 


ſhaken, and the firmeſt principles ſubdued, 
by bad example, I: cannot reſiſt the inclina- 


tion 1 feel to ſtrengthen. the amiable propen- 
ſity which nature has beſtowed, and intreat 
uM ey to recolle& that truth and ſince- 
rity are the baſis of every virtue; and that 
deception and hypocriſy are the foundation 


of: every vice, Tf, at''an age when the heart 


is warm, when the emotions are firong, and 
vhen nature is pgs to ſhew berſelf free 
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and open, you could then ſmile and deceive, 
what ſhould I expect when you were longer 
practiced in the artifice of the world? Didi 
mulation in youth is the ſure, forerunner of 
perſidy in old age; and its fiſt. appearance is 
the fatal, omen of growing depravity and fu. 
ture ſhame. The: path of truth is plain, and 
eaſy, but that of falſehood is a perplexing 
maze. One aftifice | unayoidably leads on to 
another, till, as the intzicacy increaſes, you 
are loſt; and e in your own ſnare, | 


* 
f | a ” 15 1 % « « , * 
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heaven, the eſteem of the world, and the af- 
fection of your friends, cultiyate that love of 
truth which has hitherto been my een 
e, glory. 47399. to piled | 
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Amid the various en r which 
to been attributed to Calphurnia, the wife 
of Julius Cæſar, that of her love for Gncerity, 


: 


v4 its | | and 


TRUTH; 183 
and adherence to truth, is particularly men- 
tioned with the applauſe they merit. 
Ariſtotle, the Macedonian philoſopher, being 
alked what a man could gain by telling a'falſe- 


' hood, replied Not to be credited when he 


e 9 a xe? : | 3 f | mal . 


* 
N 


Petrarch, a celebrated Italian poet, reſided in 


the family of Cardinal Colonna, by whom he 

was loved for his virtues, and eſteemed for his 
abilities. A violent quarrel having happened 
which that nobleman” was anxious to know the 
foundation of, that he might do jultice to the 
injured party, he aſſembled all his houſehold, 
and compelled them to take a ſolemn oath that 
they would repreſent the circumſtances with 
french and impartialiey; and even his brother, 
the Biſhop of Luna, was called upon to make 
the ſacred affertion: bn when Petrarch appeared, 
with an intent of following the biſhop's example, 
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the cardinal inſtantly cloſed the book, ſaying, 
«As to you, Petrarch, your word is ſufficient, N 
Zenocrates, an Athenian philoſopher, was ſo 


highly celebrated for his truth and veracity,” "that 
one day, when he approached the altar,” to con- 


firm by oath the truth of what” he had aſſerted, 


the judges unanimouſly declared bis word" was a 


ſufficient evidence, and would not ſuffer him to 
take the oath. 


Was 1 to write volumes with an intention of 
convincing, you « of, u the advantages which reſult 


Ter * 


from the habit of ſpeaking t truth, or the honour 


which is obtained by 1 the practice o of i it, 1 could 
not t convey a a ftronger proof c of either, than what 
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may be derived from the above little hiſtorical 


4 4 


pnecdotes of Petrarch and Zenocrates. 
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There is ſo wonderful u grace attached to virtue, ther oun the words af v- 
racers acknowledge its power, though they are incapable of feeling its ae. 

So powerful is the influence of virtue, and ſo gracious the defigns of Provi- 
dence, that every man has a tee wi d ova defer for ee rn. 


IRTUE is a —_ of fach een thi 

Hie tation, that it takes in all thoſe qualities 
that adorn the mind, i improve the character, and 
add a aan to human nature. * in this ſecs 
tion 


V 
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tion I intend. confining its bounds, and merely 
naming it as the greateſt ornament of the female 


| character, and as. the 2 ce of 
1 \ 
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poſeck a ſo fine a texture, that the breath of 
ſurmiſe would taint, ane the dſt "of Tolpicion 
become its deſtruction. 


10741 
Reputation is a female 's choiceſt poſſeſſion, 


= 4 


and it is neceſſary to-guard it with enremining- 


care. The ighteſt deviation from general forms 
has ſometimes been the means of tarniſhing i ir; 


and thebs errors which have had i innocence ſor 


their foundatior have frequently been conſtrued. 
into indications of guilt. 


As your conduct is liable to che ſeverity of 
the moroſe, and the criticiſms of the illiberal, 
how neceſſary is it, my beloved girls, that yaur. 

actions 
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idiots ſhould be ſubmitted to the guidance of 


caution, that they may never become the food of 


ſlander, or the ſuſtenance of reproach! Let do 


got imagine that I am endeavetring to're the 


feaſon of youth of thoſe joys to which it is en- 
titled, or ſubſtituting ſetiouſneſs in the place of 
gaiety; for E think that innocent cheerfulnefs 


ot heart, weh is the natutal attendant upon 
youth; one of its greateſt arnaments; yet, in 


the midſt of gaiety, I would Have you attend to 
caution; and, een by Pledfurt, be t 


A 
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In your intercourſe with the world, yo may 
have the misfortune to meet with characters 
who; under the appearance of promoting your 
happineſs, may be aiming at the deſtruction of 


dur virtue; and whilſt alluring you to a bed of 


roſes, thay be artfully concealing the thorns! 
But if, to obtain pleaſure, they adviſe you to 
aft contraty to principle, their ſociety is.conta- 

gious, 


LY 
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| Sonam you ought to-avoid it Mat as tick 


amian as a peſtilential vapour. 


14 ? 
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Allet your manners to * other ſex he open 


and unaffected, free from the embarraſſment of 


prudery, or the freedom of familiarity: a ah | 


— — attentions which 


eue dhe effect of politeneſs, or the efforts of 


print but beware of ſuffering the lighteſt 
lation from. eſpett, or the moſt trifling in- 
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«Dam had. ſo high a veneration for the 


very names of virtue and chaſtity, that they 


erected temples and altars in honour of their 
exiſtence; and ſo tender were the females of 
their character, and ſo anxious to preſerve it 
from blemiſh, that they would have preferred 
death. to the misfortune of having it tarhiſhed. 


Amongſt the numberleſs inſtances which night | 


80 . be 


her, ſpotleſs boſom, if ſhe did not conſent to let 
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TO m_ 5 
de brought to prove the truth of this afſertion;/'I 


ſhall give the ſtory of Lucretia the preſerenee 


Sextus Tarquinius, ſon of the inhuman Tul- 
lia, was a young man of :the-moſt depraved diſ. 


poſition: his paſſions had never ſubmitted to 


controul, nor his inclinations to reſtraint; and 
if he felt an vnlawful deſire, his principles never 
oppoſed the gratification: of it. Chance had 
introduced him to the acquaintance of Lucretia, 
the wiſe of Collatinus, a general in the Roman 
army; and all the ſchemes which artiſice eduld 
invent, or paſſion ſuggeſt, were made uſe of to 
win her affection from the worthy Collatinus. 
At length finding that, inſtead of inſpiring tens 


derne ſs, he had created abhorrence, he reſolveil 


m adopt a different mode of condusßt, and, un- 
ſheathing his fword, vowed he would bury it in 


him become the partner of her bed. Death the 
virtuous Lucretia would willingly have preferred 


tO, 
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* rodiſhonour;/but the inhuman monſter declared 
that he would kill her ſlave, lay him by her 
| ſide, and then publiſh to Collatinus that he had 
committed the act to puniſh; his injuries, and to 
avenge his diſgrace. The unfortunate Lucretia 
too well knew the depravity of the wretch who 
threatened, to doubt for a moment his intention 
of executing ;.; and the horror of having her 
Fame traduced, and her character ſtigmatized, at 
length induced her to conſent to his baſe propo- 
fals: but the next morning ſhe ſent a meſſenger 
to the camp, requeſting her huſband would 
come to her immediately; and dreſſing herſelf 
in deep mourning, ſhe went to her- father's 
— and there waited the n arrival. 
beet e enen | | | 
Callatinus, be alas: his: ile ith the 
nioſt unfeigned affection, inſtantly, obeyed the 
ſummons; and, with a heart animated with de- 
light at the proſpect of beholding the object of 
his tenderneſs, flew to * houſe of her father, 


44 where 


of 


S 
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where he was told ſhe had retired. - But * 
vas he ſhocked when he beheld her! Toſtead of 


the fmile of joy, and the embrace of tender- 
neſs, with which he was accuſtomed to be 
greeted, his welcume was announced by a flood 
ef tears, and a groan of anguiſn! Many mi- 
nutes elapſed before ſhe was able th account for 
this melancholy. alteration, or reply to the ten- 


der interregations of her tortured huſnand. At 


Izngth, checking the violence of ,her,emotions, 
ſhe began by aſſuring him of the ſtrength of her 
affe ctian, and the tenderneſs of her. attachment, 
and then procecded to deſaribe the whole can- 
duct of the inhuman Sextus, and, after decla- 


ring her inability to ſupport a life that had been 


diſgraced by. diſhonour, ſhe drew a dagger. from 


her robe, and Plunging it into her boſom, ell 
filelela94 ber Sn hoe . a 
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An Arabian prince, of the x name of ene! 
rn rage for r and perſecution, made 
himſelf 


[ 
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Himſelf maſter of! a convent, and was To capt 
|| I ; 10 


vated by the beauty of one of the unfortunate 


1Q 37 7 110 


nuns, that he reſolved the ſanity. of ber cha- 


100 N 


t 
racter ſhould. be no protection againſt the bm. | 


15g 


1 taliiy of his deſires. * The amiable young 
U woman finding it impoſſible to make an im- 


. 
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preſſion on his principles, or elude his power, : 
at length reſolved to try the effect of artifice, 
and informed him ſhe was in the poſſeſſion 


«of a ſecret to make an ointment that would 
render thoſe invulnerable who uſed it, and re- | | 
queſied permiſſ jon to retire to her cell, and 
Prepare it.  Delighted at the proſpect of be- | 
; Boe invincible, Merwan inftantly permit- 
ted her to retire, and prepare for hien the 
| - precious unction. In à ſhort period me re- 
turned, diſplayed her throat covered with oint- 
ment, and deſi red he would draw his fabre, and 
prove: the efficacy of the preparation. The 
2 vicious Merwan, incapable of. an exalted. ac- 


4238 * 46 


tion himſelf, had no idea of it in Amber; and 


1150 


i . not 
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not ſuſpeRing it-poſlible that the beautiſuk hun 


could prefer death: to: diſbonour, inſtantly drew 
the weapon, and aiming a: violent blow at the 
part he imagined invulnerable, was ſhocked and 
aſtoniſhed; at beholding the object of his love 
inſtantly a 322 * ever both of {nia 
and-lifel - TE TIT eg 


When the prince of Thracia took poſſeſſion 
of the city of Thebes, inſtead of. becoming the 
protector of innocence and virtue, he inhu- 
manly proved himſelf its deſtroyer; and, amongſt 
thoſe who fell victims to his lawleſs paſſion, 
Was A young lady whoſe name was Timoclea. 
Shocked at the indignity ſhe had received, and 


exaſperated againſt the author of it, rage and re- 


ſentment took poſſeſſion of hermind; and inviting 
him to a room wherein there was a well, ſhe 
informed him her riches were buried in it. The 
prince, unſuſpicious of | her deſign, inſtantly 


ſtooped Gown. to "gy his dn and Ti- 


— Wot moclea, 


005 65 GA EH be 


— 


. A TT oo ore —_ 


_ —— — 


194 a VIRTUR,/ 
riocleay availing herſelf: of! his/ ſituation, in- 
ſtantly precipitated him to the bottom. The 
action being diſcovered, ſhe was immediately 
apprehended, and carried before Alexander as 
the murderer of one of his captains; but the 
mornent he was informed of the injury ſhe had 
ſuſtained, he not only pardoned the act, but 
reſtored her e blo ns lo Sluod f 
$1 093691707 DAG niit 191. 19011>19b- „150 

Peter, the czar of _ was:a man of great 
en but very ſtrong paſſions, and ãndulged 
them at the hazard both of his peace and ho- 
nour. Having boen captivated by the beauty of 
a young lady at Moſcow, he made her the moſt 
ſplendid offers to ĩnduce her to liſten to his love, 
and tormented her ſo continually with the de- 
elaration of his paſſion, that, to avoid his per- 
ſocutions, the reſolved to quit Moſcow; and se- 
tire to ſome; remote ſpot; where her virtue 
might be ſecure from his attacks, and her deli - 
eaey be ſpared n. it W 
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ceiyed: but being thoroughly acquainted wih. 
the czar's diſpoſition, ſhe was convinced, that 
if ſhe. informed her parents of her intention, it 
would be a means Vf involving them in difſi- 
culty and diſtreſs; and therefore ſhe withdrew 
herſelf from their protection without giving 
them the ſlighteſt kint of her deſign; and going 
to the houſe of an old woman who had nurſed 
her, deſcribed her ſituation, and intreated the 
huſband to direct her to a place of ſafety, 
where ſhe would be likely to be unſought for, 
2nd undiſcovered. The man, who was a wood- 


cutter, adviſed her to ſecrete herſelf in a wood 


adjoining his cottage, and offered to build her a 
little hut to ſhelter her from the inclemencies of 
the weather, Accuſtomed, as ſhe had always 
been, to the elegancies of life, how great muſt 
have been the alteration, and how melancholy 
the change l yet, ſupported by virtue, and pro- 
tected by innocence, ſhe forgot grandeur, and 
met poverty with reſignation! Her parents 
were inconſolable for her loſs; and the czar's 

k 2 diſappointment 
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diſappointment was evinced in all his actions. 
Spies were ſent into different parts of the'coun- 
try, and great rewards were offered for the dif. 
covery of her perſon. Fhe unhappy father 
and mother were the firſt objects of his reſent- 
ment; but when he became ſenſible they were 
unacquainted with their daughter's flight, he 
endeavoured to conſole inſtead of increaſing their 
ſorrows. Twelve months elapſed, and no tidings 
were heard; and it was univerſally imagined 
this amiable young woman had found ſome 
means -of ending her exiſtence to avoid the 
czar's perſecutions: but at length ſhe was diſ- 
covered by a colonel in the Ruſſian ſervice, who, 


ſhooting in the wood, was ftruck with the fight 


of her humble dwelling, emboſomed in the 


deepeſt receſs. But if he was aſtoniſhed at be- 
holding an res in D a {pot, 


0 s 4 


lovely inmate, and heard her benden for having 
choſen ſo forlorn ahi uhsdef The impreſſion of 


ee. 


alloniſhmentwas foon converted i into ſentiments 
* 
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of tenderneſs and eſteem; and, after imparting 


the joyful intelligence of their daughter's exiſ- 
tence to her diſconſolate parents, he informed 
them of the impreſſion her virtues and beauty 
had made upon his heart, and earneſtly intreated 
their conſent to his marriage. The parents con- 
ſidered themſelves too much the colonel's debtor 
to deny their conſent, and the czar was cau- 
tiouſly informed of the young lady's exiſtence. 
Struck with ſo uncommon an inſtance of deli- 
cacy and virtue, he reſolved it ſhould not go un- 
rewarded; and ſending for the colonel into his 
preſence, informed him he would not only attend 
the marriage ceremony, but beſtow upon him the 
hand of the moſt virtuous woman in his domi- 
nionsz and, in addition to it, give him with her 
three thonſand roubles a year! | 
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Das 1 | 3, | | 
Tn ene ee 
The foundation of content mus ſpring up in a mans own mind; and he who 

has ſo little knowledge of human nature as to ſeek happineſs by changing any 
thing but his own diſpoſition, will wafte his time in fruitleſs efforts, and multiply 
be grief which he a to remove. Fobnjon, 

f A contented mind is a continnal feat; and the pleaſure of the waahvet! is 
— angmented by knowing that each man may become his own entertainer, 
— —.— — 
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11s CONTENT Eb man is one of the 


78 greateſt; bleſſings that gan be enjoyed, 
rand one of the moſt material requiſites for the 
laliſchange. 6 of ſocial quties. The mind that is 

| continually 


I h 
” 


CONTENTMENT- 199 
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continually repining at its lot, and lamenting 
the miſeries of its fate, at length becomes fo 


' habituated to the he regie = its own 


unworthineſch and, "by conftant- >mutmurings, 
grows impious towards i its Maker. | 1 Diſcontent 
may be termed 2 gangrene, en preys upon 
the vie infeQts. the whole conſtitution with 
diſeaſt, and at length totally d ſtroyst} 0 plea- 


— SY. 


ſure of exiſtence! 


1 I was deſired to give an allegorical deſcrip- 
tion of contentment, I ſhould term it the off- 
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| feng of Piety, the, ſiſter of Reſi e, and 


h e of Cheerſulneſs. 
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Mr. Addifor, i in one _ his . 
Toufſes, obſerves, that there are but two' things 
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which ought to deprive us of cheerfulneſs of 
heart, The firſt of theſe! (ſays that el 
uriter) is a ſenſe of gait; for o mun can be 
' eaſy/or tranquil whoſe® conſeiente' convicts him 
21 felt baim dT ?IRup i8250t lo ogrefdlilef 
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of acts of impiety, or deeds of , deſperation : 
And the ſecond proceeds from a doubt or diſ- 
belief of the ex iſlence of à Supreme Being. 
* There is ſomething (ſays the author I have 
jult quoted) fo particularly gloomy in the laſt 
idea, that it is no wonder the being who indulges 
it ſhould be incapable of cheerfulneſs,” 


For my own part, I conlider contentment as 
a duty which I owe my Maker; and cheerful- 
neſs as another which I awe fociety, A Tepin- 
ing, gloomy temper is, doubtleſs, one of the 
greateſt misfortunes that can be attached to hu 
man nature, and yet certainly one that is leaſt 
intitled to pity, becauſe it is brought on by pee- 
viſhneſs, and nurtured by caprice. 


Can you, my beloved girls, look abroad into 
the world, and behold the miſerable objeQs 
with which it abounds, without feeling your 


hearts 
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hearts glow with gratitude to the Author of your 
own felicity? Can you ſee wretchedneſs pining 
under want, diſeaſe ſtruggling with poverty, 
and virtue bending under the tyranny of oppreſ- 


ſion, without adoration to your Maker for an 
exemption from ſuch calamities? 


Your ſituation has hitherto been ſo fortunate 
as to preclude the entrance of a repining 
thought; for, devoid of want, you mult - be 
happy; and, unuſed to diſappointment, it is im- 
poſſible you ſhould complain: But the day of 
affliction may arrive, and the ſunſhine of pro- 
ſperity may be veiled in a cloud of darkneſs! 
The proſpe& which is now ſo enlivening may 
be ſuddenly overſhadowed, and a dreary gloom 
ſucceed the brilliant view! Then will be the 
time for the exertion of fortitude, and the prac- 
tice of contentment ;* and till then neither can 
be called into action. | 


K 5 Little 
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Little merit can be aſcribed to thoſe who are 
contented with a lot which abounds with feli- 
ety, or who appear ſatisfied becauſe they have 
no opportunity for complaint. Contentment 
can only be conſidered as a virtue when trials 
have called forth fortitude, and misfortunes have 
produced reſignation. 


9 
177 


Hiſtory abounds with inſtances of exalted 
Characters, who, from habitual contentment, 
have deſpiſed wealth, diſdained power, and even 
declined regal dignity, though their ſtations 
were. humble, and their fortunes circumſeribed. 
Highly as thoſe actions have been applauded, 
and great as they certainly appear, I ſhall pre- 
fer giving you the hiſtory of a poor ſoldier, 
whom Doctor Goldſmith accidentally met with, 
to every other I ever read; as I conſider it 
the fineſt leſſon in favour of contentment that 
can be ſelected either from the paſt or preſent 
« No 
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No obſervation is: more common ( ſays the 
- author I have juſt quoted) than that one half 
of the world are ignorant how the other - lives. 
Tbe misfortunes of the great are held up io en- 
gage our attention, are enlarged upon in tones 
of declamation, and the world is called upon to 
gaze at the noble ſufferers. There is nothing 
magnanimous in bearing misfortunes with for- 
-titude, when the whole world is looking on, 
and ſympathizing in the diſtreſst but he Who, 
in the vale: of obſcurity, 'can brave adverſity, 
who, without friends to encourage, acquain- 
tance to pity, or even without hope to alleviate, 
his misfortunes, can encounter them with forti- 
tude and tranquillity, may dende be conſi- 
deted as a truly great character. 
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2 n meeting (ſays Doctor Gold- 
ſmith). a poor fellow, whom I knew when a 
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boy, dreſſed in a ſailor's jacket, begging at one 


of the outlets of the town with a wooden leg, I 


was anxious to become acquainted with the cir- 


cumſtances that had reduced him to his forlorn 
- ſituation; for knowing him to have been both 
honeſt. and induſtrious, I felt an intereſt in his 


misfortunes, which induced me to requeſt he 


would oblige me with the relation of then.“ 


As to my migfortunes, Maſter,” replied the 


Heroic philoſopher, I can't pretend to have 


gone through more than other folks; for, ex- 


.cept the loſs of my limb, and the being obliged 
to beg, I don't know any reaſon (thank heaven!) 


that I have to complain. There is Bill Tibbs, 
of our regiment, has loſt both his legs, and an 


eye to boot; but, thank God! it is not ſo bad 
with me yet. 


« I was born in Shropſhire. My father was 
a labourer, and died when I was five years old; 


and 
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and ſo then I was put upon the pariſh: but as 
he had been a wandering fort of a man, the 
pariſhioners were not able to tell to what pariſh 
he belonged, or where I was born; and ſo they 
ſent me to another pariſh, and they ſent me to z 
third. I thought, in my heart, they kept fend- 
ing me about ſo long, that they would not let 
me be born in any pariſh at all: but, however, 
at laſt they fixed me. I had ſome diſpoſition to 


be a ſcholar, and was reſolved at leaſt to know 


my letters; but the maſter of the workhouſe 
put me to buſinefs as ſoon as I was able to han- 
dle a mallet; and here I lived an eaſy kind of 


life for five years. I only worked ten hours in 


the day, and had meat and drink provided for 
my labour. It is true I was not ſuffered to ſtir 
out of the houſe, for fear, as they ſaid, I ſhould 
run away : But what of that! I had the liberty 
of the whole houſe, and the yard before the 
door; and that was enough for me. I was then 
bound out to a farmer, where I was up both 


early 
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early. and late: but J ate and drank plentifully, 
and liked my buſineſs well enough, till he died, 
and then I was obliged to provide for myſelf, 
and ſo then I was xeſolyed to go and ſeek my 
fortune. In this manner I went from town to 
town, worked when I could get employment, 
and ſtarved when I could get none. But hap- 
pening one day to go through a field that be · 
longed to a juſtice of the peace, I ſpied a hare 
eroſſing the path juſt before me, and, as ill luck 
would have it, without thinking what I Was 
about, I threw my ſtick at the poor animal, 
ſtruck it on the head, and laid it ſprawling at 

my feet. Juſt as I had tucked it under my coat, 

who ſhould 1 have the misfortune to meet hut 

the juſtice. himſelf. .. He. called me a poacher 

and a villain; and collaring me, deſired I would 
give an account of my breed, ſeed, and genera- 
tion: and though I gave a true account of my- 
ſelf, the. Juſtics doubted. i is and ſo. I was . 
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guilty of being poor, and ſent up to an 
order to be tranſported as a vagabond. 216 

15 va ic bitt ot dog 464. 4.4 562..Di 


* People may ſay this, and that, of being in 
jail, but, for my part, I found Newgate as 
agretable a place as ever I was in in my life. I 


had my bellyful to eat and drink, and did no 


work at all. But this kind of life was too good 


to laſt for ever; ſo I was taken out of priſon 
after five months, put on board a ſhip, and ſent 
off with two hundred more to the plantations. 


We had but an indifferent paſſage; for being all 


confined in the hold, the greateſt part died for 
the want of freſh air; and thoſe who recovered 
were ſickly enough, God knows. When we 


came- aſhore, thoſe which remained alive were 


ſold to the planters, and I was bound for ſeven” 
years more. As I was no ſcholar, I was obliged 


to work amongſt the negroes; but I ſerved my 


time out, as I was in duty bound to do. When 


it was expired, I worked my pallage home; 
and 
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and right glad was I to ſee Old England once 
again, becauſe I loved my country. I was 
afraid, however, that I ſhould be indicted for a 


: vagabond. once more, fo did. not much care to 
go down into the country, but kept about the 


town, and did little jobs when I could get 
them. „ e 


« T was very happy in this manner for ſome 
time, till one evening coming home from work, 
two men #nocked me down, and then deſired me 
to Hand. They belonged to a preſs- gang, and 1 
was carried before the juſtice; and as I could 
give no account of myſelf, I had my choice, 
whether to go on board a man of war, or to 
liſt for a ſoldier. I choſe the latter; and in this 


poſt of a gentleman J ſerved two campaigns in 


Flanders; was at the battles of Val and Fon- 
tenoy ; and received but one wound, through 


the breaſt, which our doQor ſoon cured. | 
« When 


x 


* 
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When the peace came, I was diſcharged; 
but as I could not work, becauſe my wound 
was ſometimes troubleſome, I liſted for a land- 


man in the Eaſt India Company's ſervice. I 


have fought the French in ſix pitched battles ; 
and I verily believe, that, if I could read or 
write, our captain would have made me a cor- 
poral: but it was not my good fortune to have 
promotion; for 1 ſoon fell ſick, and ſo got leave 
to return home again with forty pounds in my 
pocket. This was at the beginning of the pre- 
ſent war; and J hoped to be ſet on ſhore, and 
to have the pleaſure of ſpending my money; 
but the government wanted men, and ſo I was 


preſſed for a ſailor before ever I ſet my foot on 
land, 


„The boatſwain fancied T underſtood my 
buſineſs, (though God knows I was quite igno- 
rant of it,) and uſed to flog me for faults I could 


not correct; but as I had (till my forty pounds 


in 
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in my pocket, I looked forward to better days. 


But my happineſs was of ſhort duration; ſor 


our ſhip Was taken by the French, and all my 
n een SMOM & 17 218 11017 
18 5 ere w was carried inte \ Breſt, and many 
of them died becauſe they were not uſed to live 
in a jail; but, for my part, it was nothing to 
me, becauſe I. was ſeaſoned. One ni ght, as I 
was ſleeping on my bed of boards with a, warm 


blanket about me (for I always loved to lie well) 


I was awakened by the boatſwain, who had a 
dark lanthorn in his hand. Jack,” ſays he to 


me, will you knock out the French centry's 


brains?” I don' t care, ſays (ttriving to keep 
myſelf awake,) if I lend a hand. Then fol- 
low me,” ſays he; 3 6 and [ hope we f ſhall do the 


buſineſs.” So. up L got, and. tied my blanket 
, Hi Dh .3:L3s of i 510 N 
(Which was all the elathes 1 had) . about my 
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middle, and went with him to fight the. F Nr 


A111 59 


Though, we h. had no arms, one Engl iſhman is 
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able to beat five French at any time. So we 
went down to the door where both the centries 
were poſted, and, ruſhing upon thein, ſeized 
their arms in a moment, and knocked them 
down. From thence nine of us ran to the 
quay, and taking poſſeſſion of the firſt boat, 


got out of the harbour, and put out to fea. In 
three days we were taken up by the Dozſet 


privateer, who was glad to meet with ſuch 


number of ſtout hands. But here Fortune 
did not favour us; for we fell in with the 
Pompadour privateer, of forty guns, which 
was ſeventeen more than the Dorſet. But 
to it we went, yard-arm and yard-arm. The 
fight laſted three hours; and if our men 
had not been all killed, I verily believe we 
ſhould have obtained the victory! I was once 
more in the hands of the F rench, and fancy it 
would have gone hard with me, if 1 had not 
been retaken by the Viper. I had almoſt forgot 
to tell you, Sir, that in the engagement I loft 

my 


* a r= 


— 
- © —— Da 
— 


. 


p — 
. eee "DE I APE 29... 


* 


reer 


c r re 


7] 
1 
| 5 
9 x 
4 : 
19 : 
K " 4 
TT 1 
14 4 
L 2 5 1 
#4 
1 
4 1 
3. 
» 4 1 
1 
N £ 
* 14 
1 : 
\ 111 
1 14 
© 
I 1 
1 7 9 
1 ' , 8 
f 1 
a 19 £ 
LY 1 oF | 
a 
*: 0 Bi 
_ i 
, 1 
1 
e | 
1 , L 
IT | * [ 
# 5. 
J. [ 
"z 2 
4 } + 
\ *F b 
+1 1 
+ BE 
{ 4: 8 \ 
l ( 1 
8 
1 
* 2 
4 1 — r 
. 
I } 
G RY 
:W 2 
4 >? 1 / 
* * þ 
4 ” : 
bi - VB 
13 1 
4 I 
: 1 
1 
218 v5 
; 4 
(3, : 
B33 
1 
1 7 
a TL 
* 
1 
4 3 
bl 
1 7 
WIS [7 
E 
770 . 
1 
„ 
Vs i 
5 
74 
N * 
1 | 
. 
14 . 
. 
Yard * 
14 
* 7 1 
\ 
#3 £ 
3;1 \ 
1 
5 e. 
1 . 
Gy. 1 
5 
1 
* IN 
*F 
14 1 
7 
( 4 
+4 0 
1 L 
; i 
= | 
% . 
12 "7 8 
"7 * 
. e 4. 
1 F 
\ *- 
4, { 
8 ; 
3x. f 
7 ;Þ 
i} 
4 J if 
* ; 
* bo 
gig f 
. 
1 "| 
F 
A N 5 : 
#- 7 
8 
4 1 
1 þ 
hs 
i / 
EL 
. 
1 1 
A i} 
iS: 


r S 


212 | CONTENTMENT, 


my leg, and four-fingers off my left hand: But 
if J had had the good fortune to have met with 
the accident on board a king's ſhip inſtead of a 
privateer, I ſhould have been intitled to cloath- 
ing and maintenance all the reſt of my life; but 
that was not my chance. One man is born 
with a filver ſpoon in his mouth, and another 
with a wooden ladle. However, bleſſed be 
God, I enjoy good health, and will for ever love 
liberty and Old England! Liberty, property, 
and Old England for ever, huzza!” 
[ 

Such an inſtance of fortitude, and ſuch an 
example of contentment, I have ſcarcely met 
with in the page of hiſtory; and I am con- 
vinced, that if the unfortunate ſoldier had been 
placed in ſuch a ſituation of life as to have ren- 
dered his conduct conſpicuous, he would have 
immortalized his name by ſome heroic exploit: 
for the reſignation with which he endured mis- 
fortune, the cheerfulneſs with which he en- 

countered 


* 
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countered adverſity, and the contentment with 
which he ſupported oppreſſion, could only have 
ariſen from true greatneſs of mind. 


But if an untaught, uneducated, and neg- 
lected being, could cheerfully encounter an ac- 


cumulation of misfortunes, and gratefully ac- 


—— ¶ ͤ a Ä re 


knowledge that others were more miſerable 


than himſelf, what a leſſon ought it to be to 


thoſe whoſe minds have been informed by pre- 
cept, and: inſtructed by religion, to ſupport 


adverſity with reſignation, and diſtreſs with 


fortitude ! © Aud if your ſituation, my beloved 


girls, ſhould ever be ſuch as to require the ex- 


ertion of thoſe qualities, I flatter myſelf with 
the hope, that the recollection of the poor 


ſoldier's contentment will inſpire you with the 


wiſh of imitating his virtues; and at the ſame 


time remember that poverty can only be attended 


with ſhame, when vice accompanies the ac- 
tions 
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PASSION AND ANGER. 
1 ”, 


© »» , SENTIMENTS. 


Iris much-eaker to cheek ir paltions in the beginning) than to top them in 
their courſe. © 


| Our paſſions are a Uiſeaſe which, by frequency and negleB, decome fatal, | 


Seneca, = 


13 and anger are propenſities ſo con- 


trary to that ſoftneſs which is a female's 
greateſt ornament, that it even ſeems difficult to 
ſuppoſe. it- poſſible they could ever obtain ad- 
' miſſion into the mind: yet, unamiable- as they 


* 


are 
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are in appearance, and dreadful as they have 


been in conſequences, they too frequently have 
contrived to enter, to the deſtruction of gentle- 
neſs, the baniſhment of peace, and the total 
overthrow of domeſtic comfort. " 7 


"5 pr 1 | Fa TY" 
Doctor Blair, in Hl excellent difeunſ: upon 


the Dominion of the Paſli ions, ſays, the hiſtory 
of all mankind has ever been a continual tra- 


gedy; and the world: a great theatre, exhibiting 


the ſame. repeated ſcene of the follies of men 


ſhooting forth into guilt, and of their paſſions 
fermenting by a quick progreſs into. abſolute 


| miſery.” Melancholy as this picture appears, 
I fear there is too much truth in the obſerya- 


tion: but if you would avoid falling under the 
diſgraceful cenſure, always oppoſe the very be- 
ginning of paſſion; and as ſoon as you find the 
tempeſt - riſing, have recourſe to every proper 
method of allaying its violence, or of eſcaping 
to a calmer ſhore. 


_— | Anger 
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Anger and reſentment are ſo turbulent in 
their effects, ſo pernicious in their conſequences, 
and fo deſtructive to the peace and order of ſo- 
ciety, that it is wonderful the deſire of ſelf- 
gratification ſhould not be ſufficiently powerful 
to root out ſuch troubleſome companions from 
the human breaſt ; yet, though all are wil- 
ling to acknowledge the bad tendency of 
paſſion, few will take the trouble of endea- 
vouring to eradicate the deſtructive evil; and 
though they blame the failings of their neigh- 
bours, they are partially blind to their own im- 
perfeCtions. 


It has long been the ſubterfuge of the paſ- 
ſionate and revengeful, to throw that odium 
upon nature which ought only to be attached 
to ſbemſelves, and to ſay they are born with 


paſſions which it is abſolutely impoſſible for 


them to ſubdue; and therefore, however outra- 
geous their actions may appear to ſociety, or 


L however 
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£4 


however deſtructive they may prove to the 
happineſs of thoſe, with whom they are con- 
nected, till they are objects more deſerving! « of 
pity than Mmeriung blame. 


This * of arguing may be very fatisfac- 
tory to themſelves; but 1 am, convinced that 
even you, my dear Louiſa, (who. are certainly 
prone to the indulgence of paſſion,) will ac- 
knowledge both its weakneſs and injuſtice: for 
if, as a child, you are capable of ſubduing re- 
ſentment in the preſence of thoſe whoſe diſ- 
pleaſure you ſtand in awe of, how much more 
able to acquire that aſcendency over their paſ- 
ſions muſt thoſe be, whoſe judgments are ri- 
pened by years, and improved by obſervation! 
Let me then conjure you, my beloved, girls, 
if you value my peace, or your own. {glicity, 


to, endeayour to acquire an abſolute aſcendency, 


w SILLY #8 


* 


over your paſſions; and, inſtead of nouriſhing 


reſentment, 
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reſentment, check it in its firſt approach, Cul- 
tivate a kind, generous, and ſympathizing tem- 
per, which feels for diſtreſs, and ſtretches out 
a hand to relieve it. Thus you will be kept 
free from that conſtant irritation which imaginary 
injuries are continually creating in a ſuſpicious 
mind, to the deſtruction of its repoſe, and the 
baniſhment of its peace. 


That weak heads or bad hearts ſhould be 


under the dominion of paſſion, is neither ex- 
traordinary or uncommon ; but that great ta- 


lents, or ſuperior abilities, mould have been 
diſgraced by the indulgence of fo lowering a 
practice, is at once inexplicable and aſtoniſh- 
ing; yet, amongſt the following examples, 
which J have ſelected from hiſtory for the pur- 
poſe of inducing you to guard againſt the 
lighteſt appearance of paſſion, you will find 
that even royalty has been ſtained by its indul- 

| . | gence, 
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gence, and great abilities been diſgraced by its 
practice. 

Elizabeth, who, as a queen, ſtands unrivalled 
in the page of hiſtory, and whoſe ſuperior abi- 
lities were calculated to call forth univerſal 
admiration, tarniſhed her glory, and diſgraced 
her character, by the unjuſtifiable indulgence 
ſhe gave her paſſions; for who can read of a 
queen having placed herſelf upon a level with 
one of the meanelt-of her ſubjects, by giving a 
blow to the favourite of her affections, without 
deſpiſing her fury, and feeling, contempt for 
the being who, in defiance of all delicacy, was 
ſo great a ſlave to her paſſions? 


In the life of Frederick, king of Pruſſia, 
there is a remarkable anecdote related of his 


filter, which neither tells to her honour, or is 
recorded to her credit. 


A cuſtom- 


* 


ts 
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 Keuſtom:hbbſe- officer, in the diſcharge. of his 
duty, ſeized ſome ſilks which were intended for 
the princeſs, becauſe they had not been entered 
according to the eftablithed rule, and by that 
means bad avoided paying the accultomed 
duty. 


The princeſs, enraged that any of her bro- 
ther's ſubjects ſhould venture to detain her 
property, commanded the cuſtom-houſe- officer 


to appear before her; and, forgetting the ſoft- 


neſs of her ſex, and the dignity of her cha- 


racter, upbraided him in no very gentle lan- 
guage for (what ſhe termed) the impertinence 


of his conduct. The man, conſcious that. he 


had only properly diſcharged the duties of his 
ſtation, preſumed to remonſtrate upon her Uiſ- 
pleaſure; and this circumſtance ſo entirely put 
the'prineeſs off her guard, that, running up to 
him with fury in her aſpect, 'ſhe''not only 

0: L 3 | loaded 
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loaded him with abuſe, but ſtruck him ſeve- 
ral blos upon the face. 


Olympias, wife of Philip, king of Macedon, 
was a Woman of ſo turbulent a ſpirit and un · 
governable temper, that the king found it im- 
poſſible to live with her upon terms of peace 
or cordiality; and though he once loved her 
with the moſt unbounded affeQion, yet the 
violence of -her temper, and the depravity of 
her heart, ſoon taught him to conquer his 
tenderneſs; and finding ſhe was neither to be 
won by perſuaſion, or intimidated by fear, 
he ſued for a divorce, and was afterwards mar- 
ried to Cleopatra. 


A lovely form is often the covering to a 
turbulent temper. Roxana, a Bactarian prin- 
ceſs, whom Alexander the Great had brought | 
into captivity, was ſo tranſcendantly beautiful, 
that it was- Aal to behold her without 


{110912 admiration ; 
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admiration; and the hero who had ſubdued 


thouſands, found himſelf enſlaved by her charms; 


Too generous to take advantage of Roxana's 
ſituation, he ſued for that which he had a right 


to demand, and fancied himſelf the happieſt 


of mortals, when Roxana conſented to ſhare 
his throne. But though her perſon was lovely; 
her mind was vicious, and her paſſions ſtrong 
and ungovernable; and, after the death of Alex» 
ander, the rendered herſelf ſo obnoxious to the 


people, that a party was formed n her, 


and ſhe was put to death, 

Zenobia, wife of Odenatus, king of the 
Palmyrenians, was a woman endowed with 2 
maſculine greatneſs of mind; yet thoſe hiſto- 
rians who have extolled her for feats of bra- 


very, and acts of valour, cannot avoid cen- 


ſuring her for the indulgence of paſſion, and 
the practice of cruelty; and though ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed mony virtues, yet thoſe; vices were ſuffi- 
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ciently great to throw à ſhade over the brighteſt 
of them. ary revel p n nnn wp ct \ 


Zoe, wife to the emperor Romanus, had, 
from her infancy,” yielded to the dominion of 
her paſſions; and whoever. oppoſed the grati- 
fication of them, were certain of feeling the 
weight of her reſentment ; for her anger was 
exceſſive; and her fury without bounds. Deaf 
to the voice” of principle, and loſt to a ſenſe 
of virtue, ſhe put no check to the violence 
of her deſires; and even the life- of her huf- 


band fell a ſacrifice to their accompliſhment ; 


for having fallen in love with a yourig man 
whoſe perſon was attractive, ſhe” contrived to 
have the emperor murdered, and then made him 
her partner in the throne! 


* 1 — * * . 
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If to paint: vice is to render it deſpicable, 
the inſtunces I have now ſelected will be ſuffi- 
ciently! nurherous for that purpoſe; and you 


brd will 
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will feel as repugnant to the practice of it, as 
if I had written volumes upon the ſubject. 
Whilſt I am anxious to guard you againſt the 
approach of paſſion, .I am ſolicitous that you 
ſhould correct every appearance of harſhneſs, 
Let not eaſe and indulgence contract your af- 
fections, or wrap you up in ſelfiſh enjoyments ; 
accuſtom yourſelves to think of the diſtreſſes 
of human life; and though you are exempted 
from them, yet harden not your hearts againſt 
another's ſufferings; but cheerfully contribute 
to the relief of woes you never felt, and mi- 
ſeries you have the good fortune never to have 
endured, | 
I have now only to conjure. you, my beloved 
girls, to let truth be the guide of your hearts, 


and ſincerity the dictator of your actions. Avoid 


artifice, adhere to honour, and uniformly prac- 
tiſe the duties of benevolence. Impreſs your 
minds with the original and natural equality of 

man, 
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man, and by thoſe reflections check the ap- 
proaches of preſumption. The advantages of 


birth, and the ſplendour of fortune, are trifles 


when compared with greatneſs of mind; and it 
is only thoſe who can bear proſperity without 


arrogance, and adverſity without meanmeſs who | 
deſerve to be n dertd as FO W 281 
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. THE NEW CHILDRENS”. FRIEND, or 
pleaſing Incitements to Wiſdom and Virtue, con- 


veyed by Anecdote, Tale, and Adventure, with a 
beautiful Frontiſpiece. Price 18. 6d. 


2 TALES OF THE COTTAGE, or Stories \ 
Moral and Amuſing for Youth, by Mrs. Pilking- 
ton, Frontiſpiece. Price 2s. Vellum Back. 


3. DAVID, or the Reprobate Reformed. Plate. 
Price 18. 6d. bound. Vellum Back. 


4. COTTON'S VISIONS in Verſe, with 6 ele- 
gant Plates, 180. Price 1s. bd. ſewed. 


The ſame Work, on very fine Vellum Paper. 
Firſt Impreſſions. Price 2s. 6d. 


5. SCRIPTURE. HISTORIES, or intereſting, 
Paſſages extracted from the ply Bible, for the 
Inſtruction and Amuſement of Children; with a 
beautiful Frontiſpiece. Price 28. Gd. bound, 


6. THE BEAUTIES OF HISTORY, or Pic- 


. 


o 


tures of Virtue and Vice, drawn fram Examples 
of Men eminent for their Virtues, or infamous 


for their Vices. Firſt ſelected for the Inſtruction 
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and Entertainment of > th by the late William 


Dodd, LL. D. Price gs. 6d. 


7, OBEDIENCE REWARDED, or the Hiſ- - 


tory of Mortimer Laſcells, with a beautiful Fron- 
tiſpiece, Price gs. | 
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Books FOR YOUTH. 


8. DODSLEY'S CHRONICLES OF THE 
KINGS OF ENGLAND, written in a Style 
adapted to impreſs upon the Memories of Youth 
the Elements of the Engliſh Hiſtory, with g2 fine 
Heads, Price 18. 6d. Vellum Back. | 


9. MORAL AMUSEMENT, or a Collection of 
Tales, Hiſtories, and Anecdotes, moſtly from real 
| Life, with a Frontiſpiece, Price 18. 6d. | 


10. TALES OF THE HERMITAGE, for im- 
proving the Mind and Morals of Youth, Frontiſ- 
piece. Price 2s, Vellum Back, | 


11. THE-CECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE, 
both Parts, the genuine Edition, fine Paper, Fron- 
tiſpiece. Price 18, bound, 


12, AMUSING RECREATIONS, or a Collec- 
tion of Charades and Riddles, elegantly printed, 
Price is. | 


- 139. STURM'S REFLECTIONS on the Works 
of God and his Providence, abridged for the Uſe 
of Schools. Frontiſpice, | 


14, COLLINS'S ODES AND POEMS, with 
Notes and Obſervations, and Life of the Author, 
+11! by Johnſon, ornamented with 20 beautiful Plates, 
. 1. Crown 8vo. 8s, Boards. | | 


Wi: 15. THE ECONOMY 'OF HUMAN LIFE, 
+I complete, ornamented with 30 beautiful Plates, 
Crown 8vo, 10s. 6d, Boards, | | 
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